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Bernard Lewis’s Legacy: Disciples and the
Advancement of Anti-Islamic Hostility
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Abstract

Bernard Lewis (May 31, 1916 - May 19, 2018) was a British-American historian
specializing in Oriental studies. Renowned as a public intellectual and political
analyst, Lewis held emeritus professorships at Princeton University, USA. His
expertise lay in Islamic history, civilization, and the relationships between Islam and
the West. This article aims to introduce the intellectual followers influenced by
Lewis’s thought and to analyze the multifaceted impacts of his ideas, which extend
beyond a single social dimension to encompass diverse cultural, political, and
military aspects. These impacts have significantly reshaped the global balance of
power and social structures, not only in Muslim-majority countries but also in
Western societies. Bernard Lewis is regarded as one of the key Western intellectuals
of the 20th century, whose ideas significantly shaped public opinion and government
policies concerning the Islamic world, particularly the Middle East, in the West,
especially the United States. Lewis’s influence extends far beyond being a mere
thinker; his ideas have impacted hundreds of Western students, experts,
policymakers, and states. Leadership among proponents of Zionist thought for the
past half-century was firmly in the hands of Bernard Lewis, who established close
ties with influential institutions, surpassing even the achievements of earlier
Orientalists. Key supporters of his ideas include figures such as Ali Keddouri, David
Pryce Jones, Raphael Patai, Daniel Pipes, and Martin Kramer. A brief overview of
their personal and professional backgrounds is provided to clarify the context of
their contributions to Bernard Lewis’s intellectual legacy.

Keywords: Bernard Lewis, anti-Islamic discourse, Zionist thought, intellectual
influence, Orientalism, Western perceptions of Islam.
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During the period of greatness of the Arab and Islamic Empires in the Near and Middle East a
flourishing civilization grew up that is usually known as Arabic. It was not brought ready-
made by the Arab invaders from the desert, but was created after the conquests by the
collaboration of many peoples, Arabs, Persians, Egyptians, and others. Nor was it even purely
Muslim, for many Christians, Jews, and Zoroastrians were among its creators. But its chief
medium of expression was Arabic, and it was dominated by Islam and the Islamic outlook on
life. It was these two things, their language and their faith, which were the great contributions

of the Arab invaders to the new and original civilization which developed under their aegis'.
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! Lewis, The Arabs in History. Hutchinson & co. 1950. 5" edition 1970, p:141
2 Kramer Martin, "Bernard Lewis", , Vol. 1, pp. 719-20
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3 Lewis, Bernard, The Roots of Muslim rage, The Atlantic, September 1990.

4 Lewis, Bernard, The crisis of Islam, random house te=rade, new York, 2004, pp: 90-91, 110-111

Joel Beinin, “Reviews of semites and anti-semites by Bernard Lewis” Merip, Middle East report, july
1987, pp 42-45.

6 Kramer Martin, "Bernard Lewis", , Vol. 1, pp. 719-20
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*  England and the Middle East: The Vital Years 1914-1921 (1956); later as England and the Middle East: the
destruction of the Ottoman Empire 1914-1921

Nationalism (1960); revised edition 1993

Afghani and ‘Abduh: An essay on religious unbelief and political activism in modern Islam (1966)

The Chatham House Version: And Other Middle Eastern Studies (1970)

Nationalism in Asia and Africa (1970) editor

Arabic Political Memoirs and Other Studies (1974)

In the Anglo-Arab Labyrinth: The McMahon-Husayn Correspondence and its Interpretations 1914-1939 (1976)
Middle Eastern Economy: Studies in Economics and Economic History (1976)

The Jewish World: Revelation, Prophecy and History (1979) editor; as The Jewish World: History and Culture of
the Jewish World (US)

*  Islam in the Modern World and Other Studies (1980)
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7 Kramer, Martin. "Kedourie, Elie". The Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing. 1999.
Archived from the original on 11 November 2010. Retrieved 25 October 2016.
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*  Towards a Modern Iran; Studies in Thought, Politics and Society (1980) editor with Sylvia G. Haim
*  Modern Egypt: Studies in Politics and Society (1980) editor
*  Zionism and Arabism in Palestine and Israel (1982) editor with Sylvia G. Haim
*  The Crossman Confessions and Other Essays in Politics, History and Religion (1984)
*  Diamonds into Glass: The Government and the Universities (1988)
*  Essays on the Economic History of the Middle East (1988) editor with Sylvia G. Haim
*  Democracy and Arab Political Culture (1992)
*  Politics in the Middle East (1992)
*  Spain and the Jews: The Sephardi Experience, 1492 and after (1992)
*  Hegel & Marx: Introductory Lectures (1995)
* ] 5 5
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8 Ellen Doon. "Alan Pryce-Jones Papers”, Yale, New Haven, Connecticut. May 2003. Retrieved 28
February 2021

9 Raphael Patai, The Seed of Abraham: Jews and Arabs in Contact and Conflict, University of Utah
Press, 1986,

10 Raphael Patai, New Encyclopedia of Zionism and lIsrael, UNKNO; Revised, Subsequent edition
(October 1, 1994)

1 Raphael Patai, The Jewish Mind, Hatherleigh Press (December 11, 2007)

12 Dan Ben-Amos (1997). "Obituary: Raphael Patai (1910-1996)". The Journal of American Folklore. 110

(437 (Summer, 1997)): 314-316
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Political Islam (1980)

Islam Assembled (1985)

Shi'ism, Resistance, and Revolution (1987)

Hezbollah's Vision of the West (1989)

Middle Eastern Lives: The Practice of Biography and SelfNarrative (Contemporary Issues in the Middle
East) (1991)
*  Arab Awakening and Islamic Revival: The Politics of Ideas in the Middle East (1996)
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13 The Middle East Forum (MEF) is an American conservative think tank founded in 1990 by Daniel
Pipes, who serves as its president. MEF became an independent non-profit organization in 1994. It
publishes a journal, the Middle East Quarterly. According to the organization's website, they promote
"American interests and works to protect Western civilization from the threat of Islamism", advocate
strong ties with Israel and other democracies as they emerge, work for human rights throughout the
region; seek a stable supply and a low price of oil; and promote the peaceful settlement of regional and
international disputes. (Gregg Roman, News from the Middle East Forum (1 August 2018). "Tommy
Robinson Free — MEF Heavily Involved". Middle East Forum. Retrieved 1 June 2021)

14 Middle East Quarterly (MEQ) is a quarterly journal, a publication of the think tank Middle East Forum
(MEF) founded by Daniel Pipes in 1994. It is devoted to subjects relating to the Middle East and Islam,
and analyzes the region "explicitly from the viewpoint of American interests".[1] From its inception,
content in MEQ was not peer-reviewed because its editors felt that most experts in the field were
insufficiently devoted to advancing American interests. In 2009, the editors of MEQ stated that it
would institute peer review, utilizing expert reviewers whom the editors deemed "not hostile to the
United States and its allies".

15 Daniel Pipos: Factsheet: Islamophobia Bridge Iniliatore, George town University (2008)
16 Mcneil, Kristine, The war on academic Freedom, The Nation, Nov 11, 2002

w Zogby, James, “pipes Effective resilt to peace”

18 Hitchens, Christopher, “Pipes the propagandist” , Slare, Aug 11 2003

19 Lockman, Zachory, Behind the battles over us Middle east studies, MERIP, Jan 2001
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2 Thomas Loren Friedman born July 20, 1953) is an American political commentator and author. He is a
three-time Pulitzer Prize winner who is a weekly columnist for The New York Times. He has written
extensively on foreign affairs, global trade, the Middle East, globalization, and environmental issues.
(O'Connell, Jonathan (January 25, 2017). "Philanthropist Ann Friedman picked to turn D.C.'s Franklin
School into 'Planet Word."'. Washington Post. Washington DC. Retrieved January 25, 2021.)

2 William "Bill" Kristol (born December 23, 1952) is an American neoconservative political analyst. A
frequent commentator on several networks, he was the founder and editor-at-large of the political
magazine The Weekly Standard. Kristol is now editor-at-large of The Bulwark. (Johnson, Haynes and
Broder, David. The System: the American way of politics at the breaking point. Boston: Little, Brown
& Company, 1996)

2 Judith Miller (born January 2, 1948) is an American journalist and commentator known for her
coverage of Irag's Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) program both before and after the 2003
invasion, which was later discovered to have been based on inaccurate information from the
intelligence community. She worked in The New York Times' Washington bureau before joining Fox

News in 2008
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