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The Principles of Quranic Exegesis Related to the
Mutashabih Attributes according to Imam Shah
Waliullah Dehlawi: A Thematic Study
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Abstract

Imam Shah Waliullah Dehlawi, a prominent scholar in the Indian subcontinent, is
renowned for his contributions as an exegete, hadith scholar, jurist, and sufi. His
profound impact on the principles of exegesis is evident in his extensive writings.
This article discusses the principles of Quranic Exegesis by Imam Shah Waliullah
Dehlawi regarding the mutashabihat, particularly the mutashabih attributes. This
article explores the benefits of the inclusion of mutashabihat in the Holy Quran,
the views of scholars on these verses, and Imam Dehlawi's stance on them,
especially concerning the mutashabih attributes. It concludes that the fundamental
approach to understanding the mutashabihat is to refer them back to the muhkam
verses and the established Sunnah or to refrain from their interpretation i.e.
tawaqquf. Engaging deeply in the true mutashabihat should not involve definitive
assertions, however employing reason for non-true mutashabihat is essential. The
fundamental principle regarding the mutashabihat attributes is to consign their
meanings to Allah (i.e. tafwid) and refrain from delving into them. However, it is
permissible to interpret all of Allah’s attributes (i.e. taweel) in a manner befitting
His majesty, provided such interpretation is made tentatively and without
asserting certainty, while avoiding any exaggeration in their discussion.
Understanding Allah's mutashabih attributes requires deep knowledge that
transcends ordinary comprehension, a task for the Rasikhoon (those firmly
grounded in knowledge)
Keywords: Mutashabihat, Attributes of Allah, mutashabih attributes, Imam Shah
Waliullah Dehlawi, Rules of Quranic Exegesis, Principles of Tafseer
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1 Ibn-Manzir, al-Ansari, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Bayrit: Dar Sadir, al-tab‘ah: 1414 AH), vol. 13, p. 503.; al-Asfahani,
al-Raghib, al-Mufradat fT Gharib al-Qur’an (Dimashq: Dar al-Qalam, al-Dar al-Shamiyyah, al-tab‘ah: al-Ula,
1412 AH), p. 443.

2 al-Asfahani, al-Raghib, al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an, p. 248-251; Ibn-Manziir, al-Ansari, Lisan al- ‘Arab,
vol. 12, p. 140-145; al-Zarkashi, Badr al-Din, al-Burhan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur'an (Cairo: Dar Thya  al-Kutub al-
‘Arabiyah, al-tab‘ah: al-Ula, 1376 AH /1957 CE), j: 2, p. 68..

3 Al-Zumar, 39: 23.

4 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Fath al-Rahman fi Tarjamah al-Qur’an (al-Madinah al-Munawwarah: Majma“ al-
Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mishaf al-Sharif), Al-Zumar, 39: 23.

5 al-Jassas, Abu Bakr al-Razi, Ahkam al-Qur’an (Bayrat: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, al-tab‘ah: 1405 AH),
vol. 2, p. 3.

® Had, 11: 1.

! al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur'an, vol. 2, p. 3.
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8 Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad al-Tahir, al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (Tunis: al-Dar al-Tanisiyah li al-Nashr, 1984), vol.
3, p. 156.

9 Al-Kashmiri, Muhammad Anwar Shah, Faiz al-Bari ‘ala Sahih al-Bukharr (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyah,
1st ed., 1426 AH /2005 CE), vol. 6, p. 216.

10 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Hujjatuilah al-Balighah (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1st ed., 1426 AH / 2005 CE), vol. 1, p.
158.

1 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 158; Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, al-Fawz al-Kabir (Cairo: Dar al-
Sahwah, 2nd ed., 1407 AH /1986 CE), p. 186; Dehlawi, Fawz al-Kabir, p. 65.

12 Razi, Fakhr al-Din, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar lhya' al-Turath al-Arabi, 3rd ed., 1420 AH), vol. 7, p. 141.
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13 Al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Quran, vol. 2, p. 281; and see: Al-Jassas, Al-Fusul fi al-Usul (Kuwait: Ministry of
Awaqaf of Kuwait, 2nd ed., 1414 AH / 1994 CE), vol. 1, p. 373.
14 Al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, vol. 7, p. 138-139.
15 Al-Nasafi, Abu al-Barakat, Madarik al-Tanzil wa Haga'iq al-Ta'wil (Beirut: Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, 1st ed.,
1419 AH), vol. 1, p. 237.
16 A1 ‘Imran, 3:7.
17 1bid.
18 bn Rushd al-Jadd, al-Bayan wa al-Tahsil wa al-Sharh wa al-Tawjih wa al-Ta'leel li-Masail al-Mustakhraja
glgeirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 2nd ed., 1408 AH / 1988 CE), vol. 17, p. 512.
Al-Bazdawi, Ali bin Muhammad al-Hanafi, Usul al-Bazdawi (Karachi: Matba'a Javed Press), p. 9-10.
20 As-Sarkhasi, Shams al-A'immah, Usul al-Sarkhasi (Beirut: Dar al-Ma'rifah), vol. 1, p. 169.
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21 Ad-Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 131.

22 An-Nisa’, 4:23.

23 Al-Ma’idah, 5:93. .

24 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 293 .

25 51 ‘TImran, 3:7 .

26 Dehlawi, Fath ar-Rahman, Al ‘Imran, 3:7 .

27 Baga, Dr. Muhammad Mazhar, Us#l Figh aur Shah Waliullah (Karachi: Baga Publications, 2nd ed., 1986), p.
200.

28 Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 131-132; Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 293-294.
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29 Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 77.

30 Al-Zukhruf, 43:1-2.

31 Had, 12:1.

32 Ash-Shu'ara, 26:195.

33 Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 78.

34 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 291.

3% Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Al-Budur al-Bazigha (Lahore: Rahimiya Matbouat, 1st ed., 1445 AH / 2023 CE),
vol. 2, p. 405-406.

T (33) #2024 3= 25130082 Ml

i

X
s
A
]

™



e gga Aalys tgglactl il Jg ol ale¥l e ligall dyLae; 2alaid | puill aelyd Armarjan

S Gae pead Aaslall Bdly @Sl ) gamyll pe G900 Led Jaadl alusiwls adxll e 4ladll L
ool (e el § eabae i ) g i Ladyae (ST9 L1 el ilas @il 09500t (pasilly e Laall puazg
e
Jaull ¢ guo 3 Lagdym O 0@Say pladl @ isewl ! of G cgslandl syl die qud ool Sleladll o) gus
Com Sl @lall § orsal, Il ) poansll lia 7l laline Gsdran ¥ a3 Lol Aale (Sly aiasly Jaally
Adly pmill s ¥ (805 Ak Ciumg LeS ipall B9 59" P0gzil (uyall e Gasill s dla dlgd wis JU8
7" Lale i cpo ol T cyen wladl § sl g « 50 ¥ olgrudly Goarll da 48 olay ¥ s
Fimizmys e ol Golandl aladl WIS (10 ikd ladl 3 Oseul I Lo
bl Ao il @Ile (e it olsl may dlale 45 (e il palst (pddl @ lall 3 Osewl I 1
£139 (e 40 - elaog dele dll (Lo - Jgso, Il B awg il LIS ilae 19S50 ey Lasls siag g 8
CLS agle g laamy i W eoag e lall 8 el ) (0 00905 h (el o9 ey Lzl
. o5l Tg esloladl Jls8ls c gl B pgleg ol
09" gslan Il aladl JL8 Epo cansSTlg cullally el Al dgomy cud ) @ ladl 3 Oswl Il 2
Of e o (Jgdl ple g Lot wly aSladl ole (agus (8 aadl Al gl sl ) Jiles
cOtdo—ia¥ly cslyally oL @ally ot melly ¢ cryudl € cLdy ol 1 Bl ad cdan, Al 1y Loy
o S il o ¢ 3dmill o lie Jamity @) o Lal e lalamtly o] all & lamg « relSalls
cblally (Il al¥ el Ly cll_dds eedad - @il Loy 1521815 cd 29 e qdall qialiy
40" L gillg el la il
welss B (e Sleladll @b oK) olin galandl alell 6,85 il Tl i ) DY elalall (any Hlal a3
o9 « el 1 4|
(JB o J15a0 el sl LYl
il [4,al) JaY @ilud!l Lgie ol daiw dud p3lo] . Luie 3t sa9 caludl cade 2a.a>"
o< Liglata (d Layliaels salslall sda Gilas (e die gshail Lo o dazay o (alall (e oy i
L) sl ol slalally cldo¥) e lnsall T ey «Gaiall (g -pom dll Jguss
N sl ddiy iy O (ks M8 (dT98 ygundy sizal tic Golail

36 Taha, 20:5

37 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Al-Agida al-Hasana (Gujranwala: Idarat al-Nashr wal-Isha'a, Madrasa Nasrat al-
Uloom), p. 79.

38 Sindi, Ubaid Allah, Shah Waliullah aur unka Falsafah (Lahore: Sindi Sakar Academy, ed. Muhammad
Sarwar), p. 200.

39 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Hama'at (Sadr Hyderabad: Academy of Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi), p. 116.
40 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, al-Budur al-Bazigha, vol. 2, p. 242.

4l Ghazali, Abu Hamid, Iljam al-Awam 'an IIm al-Kalam (Riyadh: Dar al-Minhaj, 1st ed., 1439 AH / 2017 CE),
p. 49-98.
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42 Sindhi, Shah Waliullah aur unka Falsafah, p. 64-65; Ibn Taymiyyah, Taqi al-Din, Majmu’ al-Fatawa
(Medina: King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Quran, 1416 AH / 1995 CE), vol. 17, p. 423.

a3 Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad, al- ‘Uluww [li-1- ‘Ali al-Ghaffar (Riyadh:
Maktabat Adhwa’ al-Salaf, 1416 AH /1995 CE), no. 396, p. 146.

“ 1bn Qudamah, al-Maqdisi, Dhamm al-Tawil (Kuwait: al-Dar al-Salafiyah, 1406 AH), p. 14.

45 Al-Bayhagi, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali al-Khurasani, Al-Itigad wa al-Hidayah ila Sabil al-
Rashad 'ala Madhhab al-Salaf wa Ashab al-Hadith (Beirut: Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah, 1401 AH), p. 118.

46 Al-Nawawi, Al-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (Beirut: Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, 1392 AH),
vol. 6, p. 36-37.
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4t Al-°Asqalani, Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar al-Ma“arifa, 1379 AH), vol. 13, p.
458.

48 Taha, 20:39

49 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 123

50 Al-Ma'idah, 5:3

1 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Ab ‘Abd Allah, Al-Bukhart al-Ja‘fi, Sahih al-Bukhari (Dar Tawq al-
Najah, 1st ed., 1422 AH), no. 67, vol. 1, p. 24

52 Al-Shira, 42:11

53 Al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bar7 Sharh Sahih al-Bukhart, vol. 13, p. 390; al-Dihlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol.
1, p. 123-124

54 Az-Zarkashi, Al-Burhan fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, vol. 2, p. 78

55 Al-Qari, Mala “Ali, Mirgat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1st ed., 1422 AH /
2002 CE), p. 162.

56 Al-Kashmiri, Muhammad Anwar Shah, al-‘Urf al-Shadhi Sharh Sunan al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Turath al-
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‘Arabi, 1st ed., 1425 AH / 2004 CE), vol. 1, p. 415.

S7 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 113.

%8 |bid. vol. 1, p. 122.

59 |bid. vol. 1, p. 189.

60 Al-Shara, 42:11.

61 Dehlawi, Hujjatuilah al-Balighah vol. 1, p. 113.

62 Al-Shara, 42:11.

63 T3-Ha, 20:5.

64 al-Tirmidhi, Abii ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa, Sunan al-Tirmidhi (Misr: Sharikat Maktabat wa Matba‘at
Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi, 2nd ed., 1395 AH / 1975 CE), no. 342, vol. 2, p. 171 .
Shaykh al-Albant's ruling: Sahih.

65 al-Tirmidhi, Sunan al-Tirmidhz, no. 697, vol. 3, p. 71 .

Imam al-Tirmidhi said: This hadith is hasan gharib .

Shaykh al-Albant's ruling: Sahih.

%6 Dehlawi, Hujjatuilah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 199.
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67 Ibid. vol. 1, p. 69.

%8 1bid. vol. 1, p. 122.

69 Al-Shara, 42:11.

70 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 124
L Ibid. vol. 1, p. 122.

"2 1bid. vol. 1, p. 122 - 123.

73 Ibid. vol. 1, p. 123.

4 Ibid.
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7> Ibid. vol. 1, p. 125.
76 Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 64-65

77 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, Ta 'wil al-Ahadith (Sadar Hyderabad: Akademia al-Shah Wali Allah Dehlawi), p.
92-93.

"8 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 124.
79 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 124; Dehlawi, Ta'wil al-Ahadith, p. 92.
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80 Dehlawi, al-Fawz al-Kabir, p. 188; and see: Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, al-Qawl al-Jamil fi Bayan Sawa' al-
Sabil (Lahore: Rahimiya Publications, 1st ed., 1445 AH / 2023 CE), p. 265-267.

81 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 125.

82 Dehlawi, Shah Waliullah, 1zzalat al-Khafa ‘an Khilafah al-Khulafa, vol. 4, p. 233.

8 Dehlawi, Hujjatullah al-Balighah, vol. 1, p. 35.

84 al-Shaykh Sa'id Ahmad al-Balamburi, al-'Awn al-Kabir Sharh al-Fawz al-Kabir (Deoband: Maktabah Hijaz,
1420 AH), p. 263-264; al-Alusi, Nu'man ibn Mahmud ibn 'Abd Allah, Abu al-Barakat Khayr al-Din, Jala' al-
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‘Aynayn fi Muhakamat al-Ahmadayn (Cairo: Matba'ah al-Madani, 1401 AH / 1981 CE), vol. 1, p. 395.

85 al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit ibn Ahmad ibn Mahdi, Tarikh Baghdad (Beirut:

Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1422 AH / 2002 CE), vol. 7, p. 338.
Abd al-Razzaq, Abu Bakr Ibn Hammad ibn Nafi‘ al-Humayri al-Yamani al-San‘ani, al-Musannaf (Beirut: al-
Maktab al-Islami, 1403 AH / 1983 CE), from Ibn Abbas - may Allah be pleased with them - mawqufan, no.

8919, vol. 5, p. 38.
8 Mustim ibn al-Hajjaj, Abu al-Hasan, al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-
Arabi, 1374 AH / 1954 CE), no. 2654, vol. 4, p. 2045.

87 al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid, Faysal al-Tafriga bayna al-Islam wa al-Zandaga (Damascus: Dar al-Bayruti, 1413
AH /1993 CE), p. 41-44.
8 Al-Shara, 42:11.
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