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Abstract

Clothing in Islamic civilization reflects the intricate balance between necessity,
modesty, and aesthetic values as prescribed by Shariah. Derived from the Arabic
term Lubs, clothing serves as both a practical and spiritual component of human
life. Unlike other creatures equipped with natural coverings, humans are
endowed with intelligence to create clothing that fulfills diverse purposes,
including protection, adornment, and social identification. Islamic teachings
emphasize modesty, and clothing is viewed as a means of concealing the body
and preserving moral values. This paper explores the classifications of clothing in
Islam: obligatory (fard), recommended (mustahabb), permissible (mubah), and
discouraged (makraih). Distinctions are made between men's and women's
clothing, focusing on the concepts of covering, modesty, and avoiding
extravagance or immodesty. Shariah standards discourage practices such as
wearing tight, transparent, or ostentatious clothing. Similarly, imitation of other
cultures or genders in dress is considered impermissible. The paper further
discusses the Islamic criteria for clothing, which include covering the ‘awrah,
maintaining dignity, and aligning with cultural and environmental contexts
without compromising Islamic principles. For women, specific guidelines ensure
comprehensive covering to safeguard against potential harm or immodesty. The
conclusion highlights that Islamic clothing transcends mere cultural practices and
embodies a collective identity rooted in faith, modesty, and morality.

Keywords: Islamic clothing, modesty, Shariah standards, men and women’s
dress, cultural identity
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! Al-Bagarah, 2:187.

2 Kiranawi, Wahid al-Zaman, Al-Qamiis al-Wahid, (Lahore: Dar al-Islamiyat, 2001), p. 1448.
% Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Badar al-Din al-‘Ayni, ‘Umdat al-Qari Sharh Sahih al-Bukharf,
Hadith: 5828, (Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 2006), Vol. 31, p. 481.
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4 Ash-Shu‘ara, 26:7.

® Muftt Muhammad Shafi‘, Ma ‘arif al-Qur’an, (Karachi: Ma‘arif al-Qur’an, 2008), Vol. 3, p. 533.

® Al-Bagarah, 2:187.

" Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, (Dar Tibah lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘,
1999), Vol. 1, p. 510.

8 At-Takwir, 81:16.
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® Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-Libas, Hadith: 5885, (Vol. 2).

10 <Alf ibn Khalaf al-Qurtubi, Ibn Battal Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Libas, Hadith: 54,
(Maktabah al-Rashad, Riyadh, 2008), Vol. 9, p. 120.

Hal-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Al-Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, Hadith: 994, Kitab al-Jana’iz,
(Nawant Kutub Khanah, Urdu Bazar, Lahore, 1988), Vol. 1, p. 356.

12 al-Qazwini, Muhammad ibn Yazid, Sunan al-Qazwini, Hadith: 3605, Kitab al-Libas, (Dar
al-Hilal, Beirut, 1998), Vol. 5, p. 214.

13 Muhammad ibn Amin, Al-Durr al-Mukhtar ma ‘a al-Radd, Vol. 5, p. 223.
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14 Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami‘ al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Libas, Hadith: 5782, (Progressive
Books, Lahore, 2016), Vol. 3, p. 540.

15 Rahmani, Khalid Saifullah, Qamiis al-Figh, (Zamzam Publishers, Karachi, 2012),Vol. 4, p.
575.

16 Gangohi, Mahmild al-Hasan, Fatawa Mahmiidiyah, Kitab al-Libas, (Farooq Academy,
Karachi, 2005), Vol. 19, p. 289.
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17 Thanawi, Ashraf ‘All, Imdad al-Fatawi, Kitab al-Zakat, (Maktabah Dar al-‘Alam, Karachi,
2010), Vol. 4, p. 172.

18 Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Al-Jami‘ al-Tirmidht, Bab Ma Ja’ Fi Hifz al-‘Awrah, Hadith: 2988,
(Dar al-Tasil, Beirut, 2016), Vol. 3, p. 587.

19 Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Al-Jami  al-Tirmidht, Bab Ma Ja’ F1 al-Istitara’ ‘Inda al-Jima‘, (Vol.
2), p. 107.
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20 Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Al-Jami* al-Tirmidhi, Kitab Fada’il al-Jihad, Hadith: 1644, (Vol. 4),
p. 177.

2IMufti Muhammad Tufayl Atki, Libas aur Balon ke Shar ‘t Ahkam, (Maktabah ‘Uthmaniyah,
Rawalpindi, 2011), p. 34.
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