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Abstract

Prophetic parables (Amthal al-Hadith) hold a significant position in Islamic
teachings as an effective tool for delivering guidance and explaining complex
ideas. The Holy Prophet Muhammad # employed parables to elucidate various
moral, spiritual, and jurisprudential matters, rendering them easily
comprehensible for all audiences. This research explores the concept of Amthal
al-Hadith, delving into their linguistic and terminological definitions while
distinguishing them from similar concepts like analogy (muthl), similitude
(tashbih), and representation (tamthil). The study further highlights the
Qur’anic emphasis on parables and how this practice was emulated and
perfected in the Prophetic traditions. Key examples from the Hadith literature
demonstrate how parables were utilized to clarify rulings, promote ethical
values, and provide insights into divine wisdom. Moreover, the study
underscores the role of Amthal al-Hadith in the extraction of jurisprudential
principles, illustrating how these parables became a foundational source for
scholars in deriving rulings. Finally, the paper examines the historical
development of this genre, tracing its roots to early Islamic scholarship and its
formalization by prominent scholars. This research concludes by emphasizing the
indispensable role of Prophetic parables in Islamic pedagogy and their enduring
relevance in contemporary discourse.

Keywords: Prophetic parables, Amthal al-Hadith, Islamic jurisprudence, Qur’anic
parables, ethical teachings
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1 Malik ibn Anas, Muwaga' Imam Malik, (Wahid al-Zaman), Lahore: Maktabah
Rahmaniyyah, 2006, p. 877.
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2 Al-Ramahurmuzi, Aba al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd al-Razman ibn Khallad, Beirut: Mu'assasah
Kutub Thagafiyah, 1988, t:1, p. 18.
3 Muhammad, 47:15.
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4 Al-Nasafi, ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Mahmid, Madarik al-Tanzil wa Haqa'iq al-Ta'wil,
(‘Allamah Muhammad Wahid Bakhsh), Lahore: Farid Book Stall, 2009, t: 1, j: 1, p. 67.

® Kiranawi, Wahid al-Zaman Qasimi, Al-Qamizs, Lahore: Idarah Islamiyyah, 2001, p. 1522.

® Asfahani, Muhammad ibn Ja‘far, Kitab al-Mithal, (Muhammad Arshad Kamal), Lahore:
Ansar al-Sunnah Publications, 2002, p. 17.

7 1bn Manzir al-Afriqi, Lisan al- ‘Arab, Beirut: Dar lhya' al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1928, j: 13, p. 22.
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1 1bn Manzir al-Afrigi, Lisan al- ‘Arab, j: 13, p. 22.

12 Sgirat al-A‘raf, 7:29.
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17 Sarat Al ‘Imran, 3:117.

18 Al-Maydani, Aba al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Nisapari al-Ma‘riaf, Majma‘ al-
Amthal, Azar: Maktabah Lisan al-‘Arab, 1987, j: 1, p. 6.

19 Al-Asfahani, ‘Allamah Raghib, Al-Mufradat f7 Alfaz al-Qur'an, p. 462.

20 Al-Firtizabadi, Mujadd al-Din, Basa'ir Dhawr al-Tamiz, Beirut: Al-Maktabah al-‘1Imiyyah,
1996, j: 4, p. 471.
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3 Sarat Ibrahim, 14:52.

37 Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn al-Hasan ibn Bishr Aba ‘Abdullah al-Hakim, Al-
Amthal min al-Kitab wa al-Sunnah, Beirut: Dar Ibn Zaydan, t: 2, 1407 AH, p. 13.

38 Al-Tirmidhi, Al-Amthal, p. 13.
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39 Qadri, Muhammad Tahir, Imam Abi Hanifah Imam al-A'immah fr al-Hadith, Lahore:
Minhaj al-Qur'an Publications, t: 6, 2014, j: 1, p. 87.
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40 Asgalant, Ibn Hajar, Shark Nukhabat al-Fikr, (Muhammad ‘Umar Anwar), Karachi: Zam
Zam Publishers, 2003, p. 27.
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