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Muslim Women and the Digital Age: An Analytical Study
of Hijab, Social Media and Online Social Dynamics in the
Context of Seerah
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Abstract
This research paper presents a comprehensive analytical study of the challenges and
opportunities faced by Muslim women in the digital age, with particular focus on the
intersection of hijab, social media, and online social dynamics in light of Islamic
teachings and the Prophetic Sirah. The digital era has transformed every aspect of
human life, and Muslim women are no exception. The internet, social media
platforms, and digital communication technologies have raised new questions about
lifestyle, social relationships, religious identity, and moral boundaries. The study
examines how Muslim women navigate online spaces while maintaining their
religious and cultural values, the emerging phenomenon of “online hijab culture”
and its commercialization, the rise of Islamophobia and online harassment targeting
veiled women, and the transformation of social and religious perceptions through
digital engagement. Drawing upon classical Islamic sources, Qur’anic verses,
Prophetic traditions (ahadith), and contemporary scholarly analyses, the paper
argues that while digital platforms offer unprecedented opportunities for self-
expression, education, and advocacy, they also present significant challenges
including identity crisis, moral dilemmas, cyberbullying, and the commodification of
religious symbols. The research identifies the ethical boundaries for Muslim women
online as derived from the Sirah, analyzes the dual nature of hijab representation as
both faith-based identity and fashion statement, and proposes practical strategies for
preserving Islamic values in the digital sphere. The study concludes that Muslim
women can successfully navigate the digital age by adhering to the principles of
modesty (haya’), dignity, knowledge-seeking, and balanced engagement as
exemplified by the female Companions (sahabiyat) during the time of Prophet
Muhammad *.
Keywords: Muslim Women, Digital Age, Hijab, Social Media, Sirah, Online Islamophobia,
Cyberbullying, Modesty (Haya’), Islamic Identity, Digital Ethics
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"The rise of digital media has provided Muslim women a platform to engage in religious

discourse, challenge stereotypes, and assert their agency within an Islamic framework." 3

Lo RUP G dnlg e A e bl L 5 7 L p L S 25
"G S NE S350 11 £ Sorfe p G sl t G ST S o 596 et G
o Lea U M L S5 1 L e lobn S 2 Lsd > 2t e Ay
a!/r‘ju’jgﬁwvu.?ﬁcé_,ﬂ?ufuf’?uﬁh&uul{zbag:(/ﬁ..‘;gu.@/uflffvé_g&fﬂ:”
Josiit & Sl puetosssl e (e AL E li’(‘” uﬁg);»d/'fﬁujéﬁ 7 S(stereotypes)
NS 3G in £l e AL L F 1300305 b 6 G S A agency) S5
Shotd Bt Lol Lt dE S Ut
A bnr SSE lf(l/ 2
Jug;“agjc’:rKL/J;%Li&wLbﬂzm;)Lﬁu“[;,l/?fduu:e’lugsz;zr/vgiszﬁyJuf!i(V
ﬁ/?u@);/,u’yiuﬂf(‘/m:z;y.)fla/'”’JuéL.,g?:y.}yu/l/ths_e;gJuuT_ug;;%deu
b LB L St

"Muslim women experience digital surveillance and gendered Islamophobia at
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*Malik ibn Anas. AI-Muwatta’. Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. Kitab Husn al-Khuluq, Hadith
No. 1623.

*Tbn Majah, Muhammad ibn Yazid. Sunan Ibn Mdjah. Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. Kitab al-
Sunnah, Hadith No. 224.

** Al-Biit1, Muhammad Sa‘id Ramadan. A/-Mar ah Bayna al-Tughyan al-Gharbi wa al-Tashri‘ al-
Islami. Damascus: Dar al-Fikr. p. 120.

*Al-Ahzab, 33:33.
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"While digital platforms empower Muslim women to challenge stereotypes and

assert their identity, they also expose them to unprecedented levels of online
harassment and religious bigotry." %7
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"Social media has become a double-edged sword for Muslim women: it offers

a space for empowerment and voice, but also exposes them to Islamophobic
attacks and surveillance." %
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*Al-‘Alawi, Ikram. AI-Mar ah al-Muslimah wa al-I lam al-Jadid. Cairo: Dar al-Salam. p. 85.
*"Esposito, John L. Islam and the Digital Age. Oxford: Oxford University Press. p. 112.

*Bunt, Gary R. iMuslims: Rewiring the House of Islam. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2009. p. 156.
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* Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Sahih al-Bukhari. Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir. Kitab al-Nikah,
Hadith No. 5233.

**Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim. Kitab al-Muqaddimah, Hadith No. 5.

*"Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim. Kitab al-Dhikr wa al-Du‘a’, Hadith No. 2699.

*Al-Ghazali, Muhammad ibn Muhammad. Ziya@’ ‘Uliim al-Din. Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah. 1:50.
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*Al-Nir, 24:31.

* Al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami‘ li Ahkam al-Qur’an. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyyah. 12:250.
*Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim. Kitab al-Iman, Hadith No. 58.
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"The hijab has become a primary target of Islamophobic discourse online,

with Muslim women facing harassment, threats, and discrimination solely
based on their choice to veil." %
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*Al-Ahzab, 33:32.

“’Allen, Chris. Islamophobia and the Digital Age. Farnham: Ashgate Publishing. p. 89.
*Muhammad, Maryam bint. A/-Hijab Bayna al-Shari ‘ah wa al-Wagi ‘. Cairo: Dar al-Fadilah. p. 60.
*Malik ibn Anas. AI-Muwatta’. Kitab Husn al-Khulug, Hadith No. 1623.
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“Ibn Majah. Sunan Ibn Mdjah. Kitab al-Sunnah, Hadith No. 224,
“Tbn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah. Madarij al-Salikin. 1:450.

299) 5 2026BMA=S157 e 1 0/ cdi e

-

ht
s



AWJMJ;;—}’W;,M]&&«JUUI’Mgyfr‘_,g:gﬁsm‘f&f‘"

S AR

¥ ¥ ¥ *

* K X X X X X X * ¥  *

*

* X X *

(*”m Cb;K‘/’u’M u’l/t:t» Jﬂto;/d‘uc/{“ﬁ&’dru/ r“’

.2y

7 1

,Z.lgJﬂl)m]&f/oGWldW!iLJWILLDf//J!fH/‘ sl

b3 e W;ALL;C;//._,WJM- (2

Sl el ST L0 FUS i d i e L2 £ ¥

_u”w_/ul.m/uyftyd“r&LL/{!/JYLJUUlLﬁiéu‘lifi” (A

S Lo S Ao ARS8 e b o L S e it
DAgAgkotohekataraiekaiaietoiaie

Bibliography | —=_\.(*
Allen, Chris. Islamophobia and the Digital Age. Farnham: Ashgate Publishing, 2015.
Al-‘Alawi, Ikram. Al-Mar ah al-Muslimah wa al-I ‘lam al-Jadid. Cairo: Dar al-Salam, 2018.
Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Sahih al-Bukhari. Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 2002.
Al-Butt, Muhammad Sa‘id Ramadan. 4/-Mar’ah Bayna al-Tughyan al-Gharbt wa al-Tashrt* al-Islamr.
Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 2005.
Al-Ghazali, Muhammad ibn Muhammad. Ihya’ ‘Uliim al-Din. Vol. 1. Beirut: Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, 2000.
Al-Qaradawt, Yusuf. Figh al-Awlawiyyat. Cairo: Dar al-Shurtq, 2005.
Al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami* li Ahkam al-Qur’an. Vol. 12. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriyyah, 1964.
Al-Shatibi, Abiu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Misa. A/-Muwafaqat. Vol. 2. Beirut: Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, 1997.
Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Isa. Sunan al-Tirmidhi. Vol. 5. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1975.
Al-‘Umari, Akram Diya’. Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah al-Sahithah. Vol. 2. Madinah: Maktabat al-‘Ultim
wa al-Hikam, 1994.
Bloom, L. R. "Hijab and Identity Online." Journal of Islamic Studies (2021): 78-95.
Bunt, Gary R. iMuslims: Rewiring the House of Islam. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009.
Esposito, John L. Islam and the Digital Age. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010.
Esposito, John L. Islam and the Future of Tolerance. New York: Schocken Books, 2015.
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali. Fath al-Bart. Vols. 1, 10. Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah, 1960.
Ibn Kathir, Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar. Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim. Vol. 6. Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1999.
Ibn Majah, Muhammad ibn Yazid. Sunan Ibn Majah. Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1975.
Ibn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. Madarij al-Salikin. Vol. 1. Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-‘Arabi, 2000.
Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim. Majmii * al-Fatawd. Vols. 22, 27. Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-
Kutub, 1998.
Malik ibn Anas. A/-Muwatta’. Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabit, 1995.
Muhammad, Maryam bint. A/-Hijab Bayna al-Shart ‘ah wa al-Wagi ‘. Cairo: Dar al-Fadilah, 2019.
Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim. Nishaptr: Dar al-Khilafah al-‘IImiyyah, 1330 AH.
Pew Research Center. "Muslims in America: Identity and Experience." 2022.

)‘ (300) £ 2026 G A-S152  1in e o



