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Abstract

This study critically examines the misuse of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, especially
Sections 295-B and 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code, within legal, social, ethical, and
Islamic perspectives. Although these provisions aim to protect religious sanctity and
the reverence of the Holy Prophet Muhammad %, their application has raised serious
concerns due to false accusations, weak investigation, public pressure, and
extrajudicial violence. The study argues that many blasphemy accusations arise from
personal enmity, sectarian tension, property disputes, and social or religious rivalry
rather than reliable evidence. It highlights judicial emphasis on fair trial,
presumption of innocence, benefit of doubt, and the principle that no individual or
mob can take the law into its own hands. From an Islamic perspective, the paper
stresses Qur’anic and Prophetic teachings on justice, verification, protection of life,
and avoidance of false accusation. It concludes that misuse of blasphemy laws is a
serious socio-legal and moral challenge requiring stronger investigation, protection
of accused persons and legal actors, accountability for false accusers, and public
education based on justice and restraint.

Keywords: Blasphemy laws; Pakistan Penal Code; misuse of law; fair trial; mob violence;
Islamic justice; evidentiary standards; rule of law; religious minorities
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3 Fathptiri, Farman, Dr., Urdu Lughat (Karact: Urdu Lughat Board, 1988), 758.

* The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 5th ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, 2016), s.v. "terrorism."

> Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989), s.v. "terrorism."
®Cambridge Dictionary (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2022), s.v. "terrorism."
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"Walter Laqueur defined terrorism as a 'substate application of violence or
threatened violence intended to sow panic in a society, to weaken or even
overthrow incumbents, and to bring about political change.'" He began with
the wave of anarchist violence at the turn of the 20th century, which saw

kings, prime ministers, and presidents, including the U.S. President William
McKinley, assassinated"®
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8 Laqueur, Walter, The New Terrorism: Fanaticism and the Arms of Mass Destruction (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1999), 5.

? Shabd Kosh Ancyclopaedia, "Dasht Girdi ka Ta‘aruf" (Lahore: Shabd Kosh Publications, 2000), 112.
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2! Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahih al-Bukhari (Bayrut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1993), Kitab al-
Da‘awat, Hadith No. 6313.

2bn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Bayrat: Dar al-
Ma‘rifah, 1379 AH), 11:111.

2 Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim (Bayrut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1975), Kitab al-Jannah,
Hadith No. 2862

24 Nawaw1, MuhyT al-Din Yahya ibn Sharaf, AI-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (Bayriit:
Dar al-Ma‘rifah, 1994), 17:192
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26 Aba Da’ad, Sulayman ibn Ash‘ath, Sunan Abt Da 'id, Hadith No. 2615.
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7 Ibn Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Bayrit: Dar Sadir, 1990), madda "Harb."
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Rashidiyah, 2000), 4:270; Sarakhst, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, 4/-Mabsut (Bayrat: Dar al-Ma‘rifah,
1986), 9:195.

2 Kasani, ‘Ala’ al-Din Abi Bakr ibn Mas‘td, Bada i al-Sana i ‘ fi Tartib al-Shara’i* (Bayrut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmtyah, 1986), 7:90.
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37 Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim, Kitab al-Imarah, Hadith No. 1848.

38 Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim, Kitab al-Imarah, Hadith No. 1849.

3% Abii Da’aid, Sulayman ibn Ash‘ath, Sunan Abt Da 'id, Hadith No. 2759.
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' Abi Da’ad, Sulayman ibn Ash‘ath, Sunan Abt Da 'id, Hadith No. 4243.
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