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The Application and Misuse of Blasphemy Law in Pakistan: An
Analytical Study in the Light of Judicial Precedents, Social
Implications and Islamic Principles
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Abstract

This study critically examines the misuse of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, especially
Sections 295-B and 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code, within legal, social, ethical, and
Islamic perspectives. Although these provisions aim to protect religious sanctity and
the reverence of the Holy Prophet Muhammad #, their application has raised serious
concerns due to false accusations, weak investigation, public pressure, and
extrajudicial violence. The study argues that many blasphemy accusations arise from
personal enmity, sectarian tension, property disputes, and social or religious rivalry
rather than reliable evidence. It highlights judicial emphasis on fair trial,
presumption of innocence, benefit of doubt, and the principle that no individual or
mob can take the law into its own hands. From an Islamic perspective, the paper
stresses Qur’anic and Prophetic teachings on justice, verification, protection of life,
and avoidance of false accusation. It concludes that misuse of blasphemy laws is a
serious socio-legal and moral challenge requiring stronger investigation, protection
of accused persons and legal actors, accountability for false accusers, and public
education based on justice and restraint.

Keywords: Blasphemy laws; Pakistan Penal Code; misuse of law; fair trial; mob violence;
Islamic justice; evidentiary standards; rule of law; religious minorities
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"295-C: Use of derogatory remarks, etc. in respect of the Holy Prophet:

Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by visible representations, or
by any imputation, innuendo, or insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the
sacred name of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), shall be punished with
death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to fine."” ‘
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' Amnesty International, Pakistan: Use and Abuse of the Blasphemy Laws (London: Amnesty
International, July 1994), 8, Al Index ASA 33/08/94.
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(Centre for Research and Security Studies, 2022.
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The blasphemy charges in all the cases known to Amnesty International and
described in the appendix appear to be without basis: none of the men charged
with blasphemy appear to have been committed the offence™.

ug?:utﬁfo;/uguﬁ (Appendix) = sl el i L Uuﬁﬁ‘iﬁ'}t&/"{!
Jf:,u:;t/'uuuié;&'/@:ﬂﬂ!L%zuﬂf{fuﬁln(#ﬂyfa’,guﬂtégz
_mufJ/K(ZJ!/:UézuﬁUé
S ogi# 2L Sk
GO S el L IS S b ALl e 19 Lds Lelsgt I o]
L 2 st et S o S5 iS L e il §8 L1 Eivsie e bna 2 E S g7 &
pd B a i Ly @m,@g@gfugfupd/;é_gwuét_Lfavawu4J’":Jm

2 Amnesty International, Pakistan: Use and Abuse of the Blasphemy Laws (London: Amnesty
UInternational, July 1994), 11, Al Index ASA 33/08/94
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In a number of cases, personal grudges against Christian neighbours seem to
have led people to settle their disputes by bringing blasphemy charges. Anwar
Masih, a Christian in Sammundri in Faisalabad district, had a quarrel with
the local Muslim shopkeeper over a small debt and was subsequently charged
with blasphemy. Salamat Masih, a 13 year-old Christian boy in Gujranwala,
Punjab province, was reported to have said that he had had a fight with the
eight year-old son of a Muslim neighbour. "It all started with some pigeons. The

boys caught my pigeons and they didn't want to give them back to me  The little
boy with whom I had a fight said he saw me write [blasphemous words| on

the mosque" (Los Angeles Times, 23 March 1994). Salamat Masth, who
has never learned to read or write, and two adult Christians were charged

with blasphemy in May 1993+
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During his trial, Tahir Igbal was for some time held in solitary confinement in
Kot Lakhpat Jail in a cell without water, electricity or toilet facilities. After
protests by his lawyer and the Christian community, he was transferred back to
a regular cell, but during the hot months of April and May 1992, he was again
without water or electricity. Following threats by his jail warden, Tahir Igbal
feared that he would be murdered in jail. He expressed this apprehension to his
lawyer during his last court hearing on 13 July and also wrote to the Prime
Minister and other authorities about his fears but apparently no measures
were taken to ensure his safety. Tahir Igbal apparently died late on 19 July;
his body was found on 20 July by jail wardens*
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Amnesty International is further gravely concerned that many people charged
with blasphemy are denied a fair trial. Equality before the law and right
to a fair trial are fundamental rights laid down in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. Amnesty International calls upon the Government of
Pakistan to ensure that international standards for fair trial are scrupulously
adhered to in all cases in which blasphemy charges are brought. The ill-
treatment of people charged with blasphemy is another matter of concern for
Amnesty International. Torture, and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or
punishment are prohibited by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. It
also contravenes the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, neither of which Pakistan has ratified or

acceded t0.45
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Amnesty International, Pakistan: Use and Abuse of the Blasphemy Laws (London: Amnesty
International, July 1994), 19, Al Index ASA 33/08/94.
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The latest instance of people taking the law in their own hands was reported to
have taken place on 21 April 1994. Dr Hafiz Amjad Farooq, a devout Muslim,
was stoned to death after his opponents in Gujranwala incited the local people
by claiming that Dr Farooq had burned a copy of the Koran. He was reportedly
first beaten up, then dragged to the local police station, in the meantime, an
announcement was made over the loudspeakers of several local mosques that "a
Christian had burned a copy of the Koran" and that people should come
forward to stone him to death. A mob quickly formed and stormed the police
station after the police refused to comply with their demand to hand over Dr
Farooq. He died after bricks were thrown on him, kerosene was poured over
his body and set on fire*
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In several of the cases known to Amnesty International, the complaints were
filed at the insistence of local clerics or members of Islamist parties. For
instance, the complaint against Anwar Masih in Sammundri was not filed by the
shopkeeper with whom he had had a heated argument in the course of which
blasphemous words were allegedly uttered, but by a member of the Sunni
Islamist organization, the Anjuman Sipah-e Sahaba (ASS), who heard about
the incident. Again, the complaint of blasphemy against the Christian Gul Masih

following a quarrel with a Muslim neighbour over a broken community water
tap, was filed three days after the quarrel which had reportedly been amicably

concluded.”’
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