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Abstract

This research paper examines the nature and causes of juristic and intellectual
disagreements among Muslims and proposes constructive solutions in light of the
Qur’an and Sunnah. It argues that disagreement in itself is not a source of conflict;
rather, it becomes divisive when driven by intolerance, ignorance, and sectarian or
political interests. By analyzing the methodology of the Companions (Sahabah) and
the righteous predecessors, the study highlights the importance of distinguishing
between fundamental principles and subsidiary issues, observing the ethics of
disagreement, and promoting scholarly dialogue. The research employs a historical
and comparative methodology, drawing upon primary sources including the
Qur’an, authentic Hadith collections, and classical works of Islamic jurisprudence.
The study compares the ethical framework governing disagreements during the
Companions’ era with the contemporary landscape of jurisprudential disputes. Key
findings indicate that the Companions maintained mutual respect, intellectual
humility, and a clear distinction between core beliefs and subsidiary matters,
whereas contemporary disagreements often deteriorate into personal attacks,
intolerance, and sectarian conflict. The paper concludes that adherence to the
prophetic ethics of disagreement can transform difference of opinion into a source of
intellectual enrichment, unity, and stability for the Muslim Ummah, particularly in
the contemporary context.

Keywords: Islamic Jurisprudence, Ethics of Disagreement, Sectarian Harmony, Unity of the
Ummah, Qur’an and Sunnah, Companions of the Prophet
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2 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Adab, Bab ma Yuhda min al-Zann, Hadith No. 5143.
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4 Al-Baqarah, 2:111.

25 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Adab, Bab Husn al-Khulug, Hadith No. 6022.

26 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-Adab, Bab Qawl al-Nabi # "Man kana yu’minu billahi wal-
yawmi al-akhiri fal yaqul khayran aw liyasmut", Hadith No. 6136.

27 Al-Shafi‘1, Al-Risalah, 1:50.

28 Al ‘Imran, 3:103.
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