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Islamic Calligraphy: From Quranic Transcription to the
Art of Painting - A Historical and Spiritual Review
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Abstract

Islamic calligraphy represents one of the most profound and enduring artistic
expressions in Muslim civilization, deeply intertwined with the reverence for the
Quran. Emerging directly from the need to transcribe the divine revelation, it
transformed simple writing into a sacred art form, compensating for restrictions on
figurative imagery and music by channeling aesthetic impulses into elegant scripts.
The Quran's emphasis on beauty, purity, and the pen's sanctity —evident in
numerous verses and prophetic traditions—elevated calligraphy to a spiritual
practice, where scribes approached it with ritual purity, devotion, and technical
precision. From the earliest days of Islam, companions like Zaid bin Thabit
transcribed revelations, and institutions like Suffa in Medina taught writing. The
Kufic script, originating in the early Islamic period, became the dominant style for
Quranic manuscripts, spreading across vast territories from Sindh to Morocco
during Umayyad and Abbasid eras. Innovations by figures such as Abu al-Aswad al-
Du'ali (diacritical marks), Hajjaj bin Yusuf, Qutbah bin Shibib (standardized
proportions), and Khalid bin Abi al-Hayyaj (ornate Quranic works) refined the art.
Under caliphal patronage, calligraphy flourished, adorning mosques, manuscripts,
and architecture, while evolving from angular Kufic to more fluid styles. It
embodied Islamic aesthetics, expressing emotions and faith without prohibited
images, and remains a timeless mirror of Muslim devotion, creativity, and cultural
identity, preserved in museums and inspiring contemporary artists worldwide. This
art not only preserved the Quran but also enriched Islamic heritage through its
fusion of spirituality, technique, and beauty.

Keywords: Islamic History - Ibn Athir - al-Kamil fi al-tarikh - Usd al-Ghaba fi
ma’arifat al-Sahaba.
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'Muhammad Irtifa* al-Hasan. “Khattati: Islam ki Nazar men.” In Tahqigat-i Islami (‘Aligarh: Idarah Tahqiq o
Tagsnif Islami, July—September 2004), 19.

*Urdu Da’irah Ma ‘arif-i Islamiyah (Fun-i Khattatt). Lahore: Danishgah-i Panjab, 2007 (second edition), vol. 15, 956.

* Ahtaram al-Din Ahmad ‘Uthmani Shaghil. Sahifah Khushnawisan. ‘Aligarh: Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu Hind, 1963, 4.

*Urdu Encyclopaedia. New Delhi: Qawmi Kaunsil bara’e Farogh-i Urdu Zaban, 1997, vol. 3, 235.

*Urdu Da’irah Ma ‘arif-i Islamiyah (Fun-i Khattatt), 965.
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’Sayyid Muhammad Salim. Tarikh-i Khatt o Khattatin. Karachi: Zawwar Akadmi, 2001, 54.

*Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi. Sunan al-Darimi. Translated by Muhammad Muhyf al-
Din Jahangir. Lahore, March 2008, vol. 1, 195.

’‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali al-Muttaqi. Kanz al- Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa al-Af“al. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
vol. 10, 1405 AH/1985 CE, 245.

"*Al-Muttaqt, Kanz al- ‘Ummal, vol. 10.
"' Al-Muttaqi, Kanz al- ‘Ummal, vol. 10, 246.
Al-Muttaqt, Kanz al- ‘Ummal, vol. 10, 246.
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(142) #2026 B3 Lol edi de

I\



FoQlossn it L~ Sur o) e 0T P W S

L“;fﬁ ”ﬁfu?&w,@v‘@,ﬂ:u’u,}{mu/@ﬂwu‘duscﬂf&wf Ml SUm L s
;@,_gf//"v,;g/(@.,ﬁé LesbnPal Sl gL s L 7o 1B e 3
Lg/j"-lﬁuwe_uv&/bgg,g}/u?(d;u%ﬁfdffﬁfjw (L’“J_m-‘gmdh&tj@?u:ux%
s 348 0 ol 1 g,/r‘!iéj.;c;_//,«gu!’/"'gu‘"éJ%lm)lﬁgubu“’i/’gf“ Lgdij&
wBEFCNE T hir 1y f Gt a0 s B Y1 6 6 K 1
u’:]u’l:Ar‘i‘fqlgb{lLu’l_fo/,:b’ﬁcf,o/:4’_.33Jgﬁrénc«”//@&qf&ff/-wtfuf'&Zc
2 SRS N NE Sty a GRS FY S Syt 0 f b St ST
Jg,’u7}4¢z1/uﬂu-é.,;mr“”&&mm@Jtuﬁwm_u?,/@.,gﬁ_,;wﬂw@(&,a&
Iﬁ*-uji(t@mﬁébw G (685 L Pt b T T Lyt o & 2SS
s Lo e &gf+uf,g/5é/Ké./()~”_~,g,@Tﬁhﬁ}:[}u}:d@:d//‘:&’m&ﬁdﬂ
SNe 26T P Lt Pl P L udhdny s’ en P8t = o § B350
BB Se8IpmsS s

VLG R e 2 M L5 1 Ser ot Pobspoliene s §udl F o edlf
/g“w‘uu:ué’_éf_mu% Sl S uﬁbLuuéGZ,}m_éjj Ll S sk ui/..aﬂ"
2 b S gl U E Gt (A L8 S P L

Sl

$x26rE 08 8, E 2Lt T G ap S8 w e L P WS F AU 5P S rtia?
U E L g T3 L 1§06 U1 01 S e Ut e Uy L s Sae 9 S 5
Sessbsyst Ut BT -t s 2 LG BTt S S S N -t 2wl
lF e f LB San s S A S S 58, A BIBE N i -l e
Py L 0T} e G S0 AU

"*Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Nadim. al-Fihrist. Translated by Muhammad Ishaq Bhatti. Lahore: Idarah Thaqafat-i
Islamiyah, 1969, 15.

“Salim, Tarikh-i Khatt o Khattatin, 81.
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*[General reference to Magamat al-Hariri].
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**Shaykh, Tadhkirah-yi Khattatin, 10.

*Urdu Da’irah Ma ‘arif-i Islamiyah (Fun-i Khattat1), 963.
*[General explanation of Nasta‘liq to Shikastah development].
*'[General explanation of Diwani script].

*Al-Nadim, al-Fihrist, 16-17.

*Dimand, Musalmanon ke Funiin, 105.
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"*[General explanation of cut-and-paste illumination].
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