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Classification of Hadith: Historical Evolution, Thematic
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Abstract

The classification of Hadith into Makkan and Madinan categories is a significant
area of Islamic scholarship, reflecting the historical, thematic, and legal evolution
of Islamic teachings. This research explores the development of the term "Hadith"
and its conceptual understanding, the factors influencing the emergence of
specific topics in Hadith, and the gradual formulation of Shari‘ah rulings. It also
delves into the temporal and spatial arrangement of Qur’anic verses and
chapters, providing a foundation for understanding the distinction between
Makkan and Madinan Hadith .This study highlights the benefits of recognizing
these classifications, including their role in understanding the socio-political
context of the Islamic message and in the development of Sirah literature.
Additionally, it examines the methodology for determining Makkan and
Madinan Hadith and their themes, emphasizing the content and the historical
environment of revelation. Special attention is given to pre-prophetic narrations,
the thematic categorization of Makkan Hadith, and their implications in shaping
Islamic jurisprudence and moral conduct. The analysis also considers the
evolution of Sirah writing, showcasing its integration with Hadith studies .This
paper provides an in-depth understanding of these elements, offering valuable
insights into the intricate relationship between historical context, thematic focus,
and the progression of Islamic sciences.

Keywords: Makkan Hadith, Madinan Hadith, Islamic jurisprudence, thematic
evolution, Sirah writing.
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6 Abu al-Baqa’ al-Hanafi, Ayyab ibn Musa al-Husayni, Al-Kulliyyat Mujam fi al-Mustalahat wa al-Furiiq al-
Lughawiyyah (Bayrtit: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, s.n.), 1:370.

. Al-Qasimi, Muhammad Jamal al-Din, Qawa ‘id al-Tahdith min Funin Mustalah al-Hadith (Bayrat: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, s.n.), 1:61., Ibn Um Qasim al-Muradi, Hasan ibn Qasim, Tawdih al-Magasid wa al-Masalik
bi Sharh Alfiyyat Ibn Malik, ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Ali Sulayman (Qahirah: Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi, 1428 AH —
2008 CE), 1Ist ed., 3:1425., Tbn Ya‘ish, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali, Abu al-Baqa’, Sharh al-Mufassal li al-
Zamakhshari (Bayrat: Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyyah, 1422 AH — 2001 CE), 1st ed., 1:326.

8 Al-Mu miniin, 23:44., Saba’, 34:19., Az-Zumar, 39:23.
% At-Tar, 52:34.

0 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim, Al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar min Umir
Rasil Allah wa Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi (Qahirah: Dar Tawq al-Najah, 1422 AH), 1:31.
1 Al-Karmani, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Yaisuf, Al-Kawdkib al-Darari fi Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Bayrit:
Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1356 AH), 1sted., 1:12.
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