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Abstract

This study examines the position and application of 'Urf (customary law) during the
Prophetic era (peace be upon him), highlighting how Islamic law integrated pre-Islamic
Arabian customs without compromising its core principles. While the Quran and Sunnah
serve as primary sources, the Prophet Muhammad (%) adopted a nuanced approach of
gradual reform rather than abrupt abolition of existing social structures. Three core
principles governed the treatment of customs: (1) Retention (Imda) of practices aligned
with justice, equity, and Tawheed, such as certain trade methods (e.g., Mudarabah and
Salam, reformed for fairness), hospitality, measurements (Sa’ and Mudd), blood money
(Diyat), and bridal dower (Mahr); (2) Reform (Islah) of oppressive or superstitious
traditions, including modifications to inheritance, adoption, marriage customs, and
guardianship to promote ethical balance and women's rights; and (3) Abolition (Ibtal) of
practices violating fundamental Islamic tenets and human dignity, like Riba (usury),
gambling, female infanticide, and polytheistic rituals. Positive pre-Islamic virtues—such
as generosity, honoring pledges, self-respect, patience, and simplicity—were preserved
and elevated, as exemplified in the Prophet's (¥) approval of Hatim al-Tai's hospitality
and retention of attire like Imama, Qalansuwa, Burnous, and Khimar (with Islamic
refinements for modesty). Familial customs like Walimah were encouraged as Sunnah. By
recognizing 'Urf as a secondary source subordinate to Nass (textual evidence), the
Prophetic methodology established the legal maxim "Al-'Adah Muhakkamah™ (Custom is
Authoritative), enabling Islam's adaptability across cultures and times while safeguarding
its divine essence. This approach underscores Islam's socio-economic and ethical
compatibility with human societies.

Keywords: Urf (Customary Law), Prophetic Methodology, Legal Reform (Islah), Al-
Adah Muhakkamah, Socio-Economic Ethics.
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! Mukhtalif Ahl-e-‘Tlm, ‘Urf wa ‘Adat (May 2014), 16.

2 Hafiz ‘Imran Ayyiib Lahawri, Figh al-Hadith: Ta’lif wa Takhrij, tahqiq wa ifadah ‘Allamah Nasir al-Din al-
Albani (February 2004), 1:68.

3 Mus‘ab Muhammad, Shari‘at mein ‘Urf ka I‘tibar aur us ke Hudiid wa Quyiid (Maktabah ‘Ilm wa Figh
Deoband), 67.
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5 Al-An‘am, 6:6.
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L Imama
The Imama was an existing head covering was by the Arabs by the
Arabis before Islam was revealed in Arabia. Its Significance is
illustrated in a famous Arabic proverb "Al-Amaim Tijan Al-Arab",
meaning "Turbans are the Crowns of The Arabs". In the Jahiliyan,

the Imama was worn by the elites and wealthy mercantile class of
the Arabian tribes as a symbol of high status and dignity.

?eralansuwa
The word galansuwa is presumed to be an Arabized word fron the
English Caw or Calotte from the latin Cucullus. It is essentially a
skullcap made from different, materials like hide, furs, and wool.
Unfortunately, there is no Information on its shape or materials
from this period. It was reported. the prophet and the fourth
Rashidun Capliph, Ali ibn Abi Talib wove white galanswas. The

6 <Abd al-Qadir Husayn, Muhammad, al-Diyafah wa Matahira ‘ind al-‘Arab Qabl al-Islam (Tarikh al-Qabiil bi
al-Nashr, 12 November 2014), 138.
7 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 6136.
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third Rashidi caliph, Uthman Ibn Affan reported to have also worn
a galansuwa (but with no information on its colour or the material.)

J’/.Bumous
A Burnouse or burnoose refers to a hood. Although Orientalist
Scholar of Arabic Language and history, Reinhart Dozyo, points
out that it referred to a galansuwa or a long Cap worn by hermits in
early Islam but later became a hood. The hood can be a separate
article or attached to a cloak or any gown. It was popular garment
in the pre-Islamic Arabian Peninsula,

:éééu;/f
Vell/Khimar
In pre-Islamic Arabia, the head veil was commonly worn by
women; however, it loosely Covered the head and was left to drape
on the back, leaving the face, ears and entire upper area uncovered.
When Islam was revealed to prophet Monammad, women were
issued an ordinance to cover their chests, let them draw their veils
over their chests, and not reveal their hidden adornments. (An-Nur
24: 31)8
,Jlﬁﬁlydru;hl;t‘tgtf;;ka’L;J/uf/;:u’fuﬁb',/fkat‘ﬂgbdc-u)’%:ﬁ}”u}fc«f)mJ'G'm..{luﬂoﬁul
u’-’u’wuoﬁ,tu,lé%uy&dupuﬁ‘ﬁ-wéuu:;/“b»Lc},ufﬁéz_/%cuwf_.ﬁ;/duf(‘ﬁ
ol ek e LT S STV S 465 S A L Y- LTS
fuz’a@,u?wu‘%;',ﬁtg’gv{uu:/u;z:d’mgn/';gLvu’f,‘t{g%wJ%;Lq/./uumqiwu
Bl M LS 2 bty Y s FEET gl TS
.{’: 2
IQL/"L?,TE)JJJ:»%L%L{/.:Q)'LL&ﬁﬂvg#)
/J/,L(};{.gcazfugLuﬁf%'c‘_gdkh/';lagﬁ/:’!Kdu]/vdfcjiu"/!,«/d'_ﬁ/uf
o G A Lo S e\ s S L B e oo Sk
SAEU U 2 U q/u,tu@,m,-g;f Kl SE G bl E e L 1
MU I Lt ini oW e & SR et 3§ sd e bl URCE e o (Srn s

_uf? Jn.pl.mu‘ﬂ? /Lgufd)b‘qf U4 f(u/uug ,L%ujwlu‘f Uy /L(M)U?“

8 “Headwear and Footwear in early Islam (610-661 CE),” Lugatism (22 June 2022).

9Shaykh al-Hadith ‘Abd al-Mustafi A‘zami, Strat Mustafa (Maktabah al-Madinah, Bab al-Madinah Karachi, 27
September 2008), 581.

10 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 6386.

11 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5177.
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* The Marriage Specch
* The Bridal money.
* The Bridal Dress.
* The Banquet12
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12 Masarwah, Nader, “Marriage in Pre-Islamic Arabia as Reflected in Poetry and Prose: The Social and Humane
Relations Between Husband and Wife,” Sociology Study 3, no. 11 (November 2013).

13 Lugman, 31:25.

14 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Siirah Luqman, Para 21 (n.p., n.d.), 628.

15 Mufit Taq1 ‘Uthmant, Tafsir Asan al-Qur’an (n.p., n.d.), 1262, Stirah Lugman, Ayah 25.
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16 Mawdiidi, Maulana, Tathim al-Qur’an (n.p., n.d.), 37.
17 Tbn Kathir, Abi al-Fida’ ‘Imad al-Din, Tarikh Ibn Kathir (al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah) (n.p., n.d.), 182.
18 Al-Nisa’, 4:58.
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This is what is given to the bride, in the form of money, a camel or

livestock. It was very Common in pre-Islamic Arabia as natural

custom; there was no upper bound on the amount that could be
paid?
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19 Maulana Abii ‘Umar Muhammad Shakir Nagdah, Kitab al-Hijamah (Pichhna Lagana), jam* wa tartib (Markaz
al-Hijamah Clinic, 2012-2013), (<L).

20 Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith no. 3477 (Da‘tf Hadith).

21 Shaykh al-Hadith Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya, Shama’il Tirmidhi ma‘ Urdd Tashrih Khasa’il Nabawi
(Urdu Bazar Lahore: al-Hamd Allah Hafiz Muhammad ibn ‘Is4 al-Tirmidhi ma* Urddi Sharh Khasa’il Nabawi az
Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib Shaykh al-Hadith Madrasah Mazahir ‘Ulim Saharanpiir), 382, 386.
22Masarwah, Nader, “Marriage in Pre-Islamic Arabia as Reflected in Poetry and Prose: The Social and Humane
Relations Between Husband and Wife,” Sociology Study 3 (November 2013).

23 Muhammad Husayn Haykal, Hayat Muhammad, trans. Abii Afdal Shahzad Muhammad Khan, nazar thani
Shahid Ahmad (2019), 96.

24 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5150.
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2 Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadtth no. 5121.
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("Ruquah™ is the practice of treating illness through Quranic Verses
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provides a Cure for evil eye, magic and physical ailments.?)
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28 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5684.

2 Ummah Welfare Trust, Rugyah: A Remedy for Illnesses, Evil Eye, Magic and Jinn from the Qur’an and
Sunnah (n.p., n.d.).

30 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5742.
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31 Abii ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Salam, Kitab al-Amwal, trans. ‘Abd al-Rahman Tahir Sirati, tartib wa tadwin
Muhammad Miyan Siddiqt (Idarah Tahqiqat Islami Press, Islamabad, 1st ed.), Bab 47, 755.
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32 Dr. Muhammad Najat Allah Siddiqi, Sharakat wa Mudarabat ke Shar‘T Usil (up to 5 July 1993, 6 July 1997), 15.
33 “Encyclopedia of Muhammad (s.a.w): Bai Salam (sl &),” (Published 13 February 2025).

34Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 2240.

3 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 2241.
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39 Sunan Abi Dawiid, Hadith no. 2214 (Da‘if Hadith).

40 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 2092.

41 ¢ Allamah ShiblT Nu‘mani and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, Sirat al-Nabi, vol. 3 (Maktabah Khalil), 22-23.
42 Al-Hajj, 22:37.
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54 Allamah Shibli Nu‘mani and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi, Sirat al-Nabi, vol. 2 (Maktabah Khalil), 491-493.
%5 Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 2464.
% Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 1295

E—_"

b g e

(191) #2025 B MA=8s32 e 10E3 Mo



i sy ot S5 «F Ar-marjan

LL}/}L@&L%IM&J&%J:M]ugl-a._é/(dr/w.,«/dlJ‘;L,oTJ(W!;JIEU!}(!][»’J:U@UT;
(u;/J{b/f(&«;}l)‘441/,£t14~_utt;gﬂ;r{;/;d‘!‘;./wz._/;fé;rfgh/"gﬁﬁzkm&”ff
e :_;r_y’p/fjgfé_./t{m(/lzméﬂzuﬁg/“b»(b//.f‘a.,}ﬂ =N APE A S
_l“,@/f"/;gm%;)/f"a‘ﬁfu“’ww;Ju‘gdfwﬁtuﬁ;}w
2
p/ﬂ]/w'g(%ﬁk;btL}’ﬁ/dmm'g(wu?frugv@u/ﬁéng'zUQLUX/ui'c&l,w,:u
_‘géngjuumyiu(muﬁ,@@f}f&fﬁuguuy%t}L"nb,v'uﬂ?&}b»gwf{
Olacddl Joe (o iy a3 19 i ¥l gyt podedl Lol gial el Ll
N Qe A SIS 2 I F B sz Ul 29 e
_ﬁdffémfg/“w.,/djgﬂz;z,/w
<l
u:‘fiyu'a'l'a/u')Jaffoﬁf'?ﬂ(gfé/ﬁﬁbfd/ch.drc«f”&'fu:ffLVU'
_g;/uualKy}f';u‘;’&T}/,ﬂ_g;/f}f/;f“/dt,dgzu’ﬂL,/Mgﬁuﬁ:d/lg:uu%(‘ff—fi#
<
u’m!-%‘dséLJfL¢}LL?4uﬁJ?’VL1,LTm(KL!;Lngzmé!é.!ﬁ%dﬁf@'jé(ﬂrl
e Ll Grurbit it S e e poictie S o7 e P w0 1 e K8t i1al
&5 oo
FUFL S elined e fodb o e S Satuiade § 26D 67 4f
e B3I f S e bnebe 10 ESJu el S Gl eone Lol Uik
utay"uéﬂ&w,uw&uu@/gf“é.(%,;km&’é/d-;.&/&w/ufun,ﬂuf&viggﬂ/&/‘v
6L L3 st o PUAE ot P62 56 & S e 2 e S L P S
2 o it LIRS Flor o B 2ol e U1 Slp Ll f U 2 pe e

—e G nlS

e Pzl
o & 7 a0,k / . o S S .
d/&%’./“u:(ﬁfl}:}gzﬁﬂ)"g‘/l/%fﬁ)gfP/Vﬂ“ng&)C}/[w{JJ/u:/»,gy *
‘cc-u!/“/,cﬁjllw‘

et S S Byt pr s §F b L PV S S %

(192) #2025 BA-Su32 10 E 3l

\l\ j:t

i
X



I Zoip By Sx 4t Al-Marjan

el 22 & bl e Gy onlnIole DS F b s for ™
el HTL LSS
Tt E G w,,lbfbdwjgufoé,u_w&g s LS LS af *
bl 35 a (TP D) oo st e nZ SIS P B S el LSt %
Lne LE FPu b
DApkokoiohekotakokoiahekotarais

Bibliography/——("

*  Mukhtalif Ahl-e-‘Iim. ‘Urfwa ‘Adat. May 2014.

* Hafiz ‘Imran Ayytub Lahawri. Figh al-Hadith: Ta’lif wa Takhrij, tahqiq wa ifadah
‘Allamah Nasir al-Din al-Albant. February 2004.

* Mus‘ab Muhammad. Shari‘at mein ‘Urf ka I‘tibar aur us ke Hudiid wa Quyiid.
Maktabah ‘Ilm wa Figh Deoband, 2005.

* Safi al-Rahman Mubarakpiri, Maulana. al-Rahig al-Makhtim. al-Maktabah al-
Salafiyyah, May 2002.

*  ‘Abd al-Qadir Husayn, Muhammad. al-Diyafah wa Matahira ‘ind al-‘Arab Qabl al-
Islam. Tarikh al-Qabiil bi al-Nashr, 12 November 2014.

*  Sahih al-Bukhari. Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, 1997.

* “Headwear and Footwear in early Islam (610-661 CE).” Lugatism, 22 June 2022.

*  Shaykh al-Hadith ‘Abd al-Mustafa A‘zami. Sirat Mustafd. Maktabah al-Madinah, Bab
al-Madinah Karachi, 27 September 2008.

* Masarwah, Nader. “Marriage in Pre-Islamic Arabia as Reflected in Poetry and Prose:
The Social and Humane Relations Between Husband and Wife.” Sociology Study 3,
no. 11 (November 2013).

*  Ibn Kathir. Tafsir Ibn Kathir. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2000.

*  Mufii Taqi ‘Uthmani. Tafsir Asan al-Qur’an. Karachi: Maktabah Ma‘arif al-Qur’an, 2005.

*  Mawdudi, Maulana. Tafhim al-Qur’an. Lahore: Idarah Tarjuman al-Qur’an, 2000.

* Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida’ ‘Imad al-Din. Tarikh Ibn Kathir (al-Bidayah wa al-Nihdyah).
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2000.

* Maulana Abt ‘Umar Muhammad Shakir Nagdah. Kitab al-Hijamah (Pichhna
Lagana). Markaz al-Hijamah Clinic, 2012-2013.

*  Shaykh al-Hadith Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya. Shama’il Tirmidhi ma*‘ Urdii
Tashrih Khasd’il Nabawi. Urdu Bazar Lahore: Maktabah Rahmaniyyah, 2000.

*  Muhammad Husayn Haykal. Hayat Muhammad. Trans. Abt Afdal Shahzad
Muhammad Khan, nazar thant Shahid Ahmad. Lahore: Maktabah al-Hikmah, 2019.

* Ummah Welfare Trust. Rugyah: A Remedy for Illnesses, Evil Eye, Magic and Jinn
from the Qur’an and Sunnah. Birmingham: Ummah Welfare Trust, 2010.

(193) #2025 B MA=8s32 e 10E3 Mo



Iyt B i a Artarjan

*  Abll ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Salam. Kitab al-Amwal. Trans. ‘Abd al-Rahman Tahir
Surati, tarttb wa tadwin Muhammad Miyan Siddiqi. Idarah Tahqigat Islam1 Press,
Islamabad, 1st ed., 2000.

* Dr. Muhammad Najat Allah Siddiqi. Sharakat wa Mudarabat ke Shar‘T Usil.
Karachi: Maktabah Ma‘arif Islami, 1993.

*  “Encyclopedia of Muhammad (s.a.w): Bai Salam (s« &).” Published 13 February 2025.

%

‘Allamah Shibli Nu‘mani and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi. Sirat al-Nabi. Vol.
3. Maktabah Khalil, 2000.

al-Tabari. Tarikh al-Tabart. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1972.

al-Qurtubi. al-Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur’an. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah, 1933.

Dr. Syed Ameer Hassan and Dr. Masooma Batool. “Concept of ‘Urf (Custom) in
Islamic Law and its Application in Social Affairs: An Analytical Study.” Mohi Ud
Din Journal of Islamic Studies 2, no. 1 (24 June 2024).

‘Allamah Shibli Nu‘mani and ‘Allamah Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi. Sirat al-Nabi. Vol.
2. Maktabah Khalil, 2000.

¥

ki

i\

(194) #2025 G A=(5s52 1AE32ule



