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Abstract

In Islamic thought, political leadership is not a peripheral issue but a fundamental
communal necessity and religious obligation. Islam views humanity not merely as
spiritual beings but as socio-political entities requiring organized leadership. The
Qur'an and Sunnah frame leadership in terms of trust (amanah), responsibility, and
accountability rather than power, dominance, or privileges. This aligns with modern
political science's emphasis on public trust, institutional order, rule of law, and
public welfare, creating a meaningful dialogue between Islamic political philosophy
and contemporary theories. Historical evidence from Islamic history demonstrates
that adherence to Qur'anic and Prophetic principles fostered justice, stability, and
moral superiority, while deviation led to political decline, intellectual fragmentation,
and social injustice. This study aims to elucidate through in-depth scholarly analysis
that the Islamic principles of political leadership are not only religious values but
also guiding norms for modern statecraft. The paper is structured around six key
discussions: leadership as trust rooted in Qur'anic foundations (khilafah and
amanah); obedience to leadership within Shari'ah limits, preventing despotism;
shura (consultation) as a practical decision-making mechanism akin to participatory
governance; justice (‘adl) as the essence of leadership, paralleling social justice and
equity; merit, competence, and knowledge as prerequisites, reflecting meritocracy;
and ethical leadership exemplified by the Prophetic model (Sira Nabawiyya). By
comparing these with concepts like limited government, deliberative democracy,
and institutional accountability, the study argues that Islamic leadership principles
complement and enrich modern democratic values, offering timeless guidance for
just and effective governance in contemporary contexts.

Keywords: Islamic Leadership, Trust (Amanah), Shura (Consultation), Justice (‘Adl),
Competence/Merit (Ahliyyah), Modern Political Theories.
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26 Al-Fasi, ‘Allal, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah al-Islamiyyah wa Makarimuha (Rabat: Matba‘at al-Risalah, 1382 AH), p. 120.
27 As-Saffat, 37:24

28 Y3 S, 36:12

29 Sahih al-Bukhari, 2409
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30 Al-Fasi, ‘Allal, Magqasid al-Shari‘ah al-Islamiyyah wa Makarimuha (Rabat: Matba‘at al-Risalah, 1382 AH), p. 130
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32 Al-Qasas, 28:4
33 Al-Mustadrak al-Hakim, 4:97
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