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Modernism and Feminist Movements: An Islamic
Analysis
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Abstract

This study examines Modernism and Feminism from an Islamic perspective,
focusing on their intellectual foundations and socio-cultural impact. Modernism,
shaped by the Renaissance and Enlightenment, emphasized human reason,
materialism, and individual autonomy over divine authority, thereby laying the
groundwork for secular and feminist ideologies. Feminist movements, while
advancing critical rights such as education, suffrage, and economic participation,
often promote principles that conflict with Islamic teachings by advocating absolute
equality and unbounded autonomy, challenging women’s natural, familial, and
ethical roles. The research traces the historical evolution of Feminism through its
four waves and highlights socio-economic and cultural factors, including the
Industrial Revolution, that facilitated its rise in the West. Contrasting Western
feminist thought with the Islamic conception of womanhood, this study underscores
that Islam upholds dignity, moral responsibility, familial complementarity, and
spiritual fulfillment. The Islamic framework provides a balanced model of freedom
and honor, preserving ethical and spiritual boundaries while ensuring women'’s
rights, offering a coherent alternative to secular feminist paradigms.

Keywords: Modernism, Feminism, Islamic Perspective, Gender Equality, Women's
Rights, Secularism, Family Structure, Islamic Ethics, Western Thought, Social
Transformation.
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L Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Cambridge University Press, 1785.
2 Qur’an, Al-Nisa 4:32
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3 Machiavelli, Niccolo. The Prince. Translated by George Bull. London: Penguin Books, 1532
4 Burckhardt, Jacob. The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy. New York: Modern Library, 1860
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“Cogito, ergo sum” “I think, therefore I am.’”
)!JT;&:/G&UI,jtg-l..‘;/!/").l:%u((k/)lu?»@wffi.l.ﬁdjﬁ'gé_ﬁ&!_g@)gyggﬁdf’&yﬂg
IIQ(LML/(:’#&L;«?U}!/%}L&KJ’}?L{,!_L%;fcji/.l:-v(dﬁmc/?.;ydﬁfuwuh&;‘

“Man is the lawgiver of his own morality.”®
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“The modern world lives in a new Jahiliyyah where man, not God, claims
sovereignty.”’8
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5Descartes René. Discourse on the Method. London: Penguin Classics, 1637
6 Kant, Immanuel. Critique of Practical Reason. Cambridge: Cambrldge University Press, 1788
" Qur’an, Al-Jathiyah 45:23

8 Quth, Sayyid. Milestones. Cairo: Dar al-Shurug, 1964
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‘Reason is the only path to truth; all that cannot be proved
rationally must be doubted?”,
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“It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but
their social being that determines their consciousness. 11
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9 Descartes, René. Meditations on First Philosophy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1641
10°Qur’an, Al-Zumar 39:9 N N )

1 Marx, Karl. A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy. Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1859
2. Qurran, Al-Hadid 57:20
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“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.”®
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“Autonomy of the will is the supreme principle of moralityZ°”,
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3 Rousseau, Jean-Jacques. The Social Contract. London: Penguin Classics, 1762

14 Qur’an, Al-Dhariyat 51:56

15 Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1785
16 Qur’an, Al-Shura 42:21
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“Religion is nothing but a product of human imagination, born of
fear and ignorance.”’

Jd/‘.)‘&u’}(%l ~ (Law of Three Stages)" H‘;@/lg)iﬁ'"é_ (Auguste Comte) LS I s
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“The theological stage represents the childhood of humanity,
destined to be replaced by positive science. 8
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“We live in an age where belief in God is no longer axiomatic.
Faith has become one option among many.”'?°
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" Hume, David. The Natural History of Religion. London: John Noon, 1757
18 Comte, Auguste. Cours de Philosophie Positive. Paris: Bachelier, 1830
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20 Taylor, Charles. A Secular Age. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2007
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“I do not wish them [women] to have power over men; but over
themselves. "%
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22 Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, 1792
2 Qur’an, Al-Imran 3:36
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(Second Wave Feminism) 1960s—1980s 7§ /23

Seufd JU1-c bbls” i+« The Feminine Mystique (1963) —('§Betty Friedan b /-
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(Third Wave Feminism) 1990s-2010s /(5 ~
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(e (Relative) &Sl (L e b3 s 2387 U\ F 6Postmodern Feminism m e
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Jlat' (Fourth Wave Feminism) 2010s /,Ju; £

#MeToo & bt & o et Lt Fr e Qo Qo o b £ L7 UL it S5
L_wwu( S /51‘;9:,4)./ e JJlee e J #MyBodyMyChoice s/ #TimesUp
»ﬁ.(jj/,!/,é)/[cdf%é//jgill%!cfﬁ)(lyﬂ/v/}f(%‘;d/U':J?‘LJ’/M:/- J}/Ji&ff
-9.KW%UJGA£)/

ul,;:‘atz;ﬁaf“mu’)ﬁ:offwffmugz_9uiagﬁd/guﬁ)q) L%ﬁdf” J‘w;@/!gﬁ/t’gfj{g
e By Sz 16T P et o UG ot & SAF e e
L ey e ford

L A -l g

MATLSae 51 8;2@2 (Industrial Revolution) — 15| [}"I;ydi.{! JL/{! Lh.{/;(}!/uf e
e A 1l F e S for gl IS s T LS a 319
;‘Upfb‘wwd/&/})f/}’U:‘.’}/Jlggu;’%%J%/f‘Lﬁ?uwc(fl/’}&/iﬂ&f}&iﬁ/’)/géjfjcvwlgy
iy K68 2 G S I F st UL LS E b L F S IGT Sy 2 Udb 69 15

-.L;@)l‘/.
“The Industrial Revolution brought women into the labor force,
not to liberate them, but to exploit them for cheaper labor.”’®
2 Qur’an, Al-Rum 30:21
2 Hartmann, Heidi, The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism, 1979
i‘l_lpﬁ‘ (81) #2026 B -S52 120l edi Ao
s

b 2 g e



=7 S L :(Feminism)w-{ Ya &lrjul.:{,,y.g

.{!K(@;M;,L/,Wuf:w&/?/)Ld;ufu""b»/m/é'_mLu§//4/}&i,&1

3156tz 21 b f b K UE TG ol S LS et 7 B e ST

2SI S 53 L st & ime
“1)/1}@@@/‘}’3“(1?"”1)/u:é/w’}-f;tz%z*.i&uﬂ&uu&%Jz.l;lp{)cﬁiﬁuu’m
LIS LA e Gghl3d Japli r 4 H o st il stsl s F S uls 3 B Szt S
G i1 $u k& L N F ok 6B sl s e\l g & b6 sl Stst s 5 3 15
Sus i SUrt U Sk o F 5T S ostr £t LG 518 U asie S
“Capitalism did not free women; it redefined their chains. ”27_
}‘3/’4‘)':»1,1;/,},/?:,/:*
m uxéfﬁd/'f Lu’,wqﬁzomqg19_‘443’?4/1;/2/1 = o sl L sFL .{;“&w’
d/Simone de Beauvoir _Q:/!}J;l/“'é“dwﬁ!u”}’//l;/:iLnuLfd//fmrdﬁ:ul.l,cuf’gux.;!

(G ua_d;;L*~Ln»»L’/lea_The Second Sex (1949) uU/

“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman.
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“The home, once the center of meaning and security, became a
relic in a restless civilization.
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% Qur’an, Al-Nisa 4:34

27 Eisenstein, Zillah R., Capitalist Patriarchy and the Case for Socialist Feminism, 1979
28 de Beauvoir, Simone, The Second Sex, 1949

29 Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5188

30 Lasch, Christopher, The Culture of Narcissism, 1979
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d)f/!); —4 s3! (Human-Centric) }'// wbit b d/’ Jl JQ/J Sl Z (Feminism) u{/’ dlr’
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(Gender Equality)¢liss £ tsle

Lo 2l LI a2 o f s st 2 G o (Bquality) ebsbr st 3L E A1 ol g K
= (Social Construct) JigﬁPJ; (Gender Difference) 3/} L?yvfn'éuuv ://f" .‘u/:o’?’_LLp
Iu,?&"ﬂ Simone de Beauvoir -uﬁ‘; S

“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman.
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3146 sl et Soskeczin” | £u’!/¢'«//ﬁ:‘¢u‘:j S b5 Fudsr it K(j-f:;u#‘“d/.udﬁ
_‘LL"/ rf e

(Autonomy)($,(% 54 s (Freedom) (§:17

S, Ut ? Sai et Free (Autonomy) G55 sl T U1 OB 1 sk et
L’n;l)f;[}/u’?! (Divine) él;)tu’fu’(fulf?l A% LJ?r‘¢5}"LcExistentialist philosophy /r‘.’.d_yz

¥ The Subjection of Women (1869) —{/(%,/J_John Stuart Mill-&- b

“The legal subordination of one sex to the other is wrong in itself,
and now one of the chief hindrances to human improvement.

<Z"My Body, My Choice" o/:'lr df",g,«g{:Jgf u’!-+tz;;l/~ L/:' JJ]&U!/&;UTJ{J&»’,:}I,:
Fl L (Responsibility) (5,13 .3.59 Kd;u;fu:(w'_+JL&qJJU¢J,n ﬁ9| AT tn(/64u,/5
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31 de Beauvoir, Simone, The Second Sex, 1949
2 Qur’an, Al-Imran 3:36

33 Mill, The Subjection of Women, 1869

34 Qur’an, Al-Jathiyah 45:23
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:uj@"’d U*Sexual Politics (1970) —(x™ (§/Kate Millett _LA//&L“M(UL&:‘:/ e T

“Patriarchy’s chief institution is the family. "
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% Millett, Sexual Politics, 1970
% Quran, Al-Nisa4:34 o _
37 Muhammad ibn Isa al-Tirmidhi, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 3895
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38 Qur’an, Al-Dhariyat 51:56

39 Qur’an, Al-Rum 30:21

40 Qur’an, Al-Imran 3:36

4 Abul A‘la Maududi, Purdah and the Status of Woman in Islam, Lahore: Islamic Publications, 1972, p. 87)
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42 Qur’an, Al-Rum 30:21

43 Al-Tirmidhi, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 3895

** 1bn Majah, Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, p. 151, Hadith no. 224

4 Qur’an, Al-Nisa 4:32

46 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Nikah, Hadith no. 5136
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:ujé John Stuart Mill £ 26/

“The worth of a person is measured by the extent of his or her
autonomy.
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47 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith no. 5188
8 Qur’an, Al-Nahl 16:97

49 Mill, On Liberty, 1859

%0 Qur’an, Al-Jathiyah 45:23
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:uj&’g ~Feminine Mystique (1963)
“The suburban home, once the haven for women, became a prison,

and the marital bond became a site of conflict over autonomy and

power.
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51 Qur’an, Al-lIsra 17:32
52 Friedan, Betty, The Feminine Mystique, 1963, p. 135
3 Qur’an, Al-Rum 30:21
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“One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman. ™
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>4 de Beauvoir, Simone, The Second Sex, 1949, p. 283
% Al-Tirmidhi, Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 3895
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