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Abstract

The Holy Qur'an, as the final divine revelation, stands as the ultimate code of life,
guiding humanity from spiritual darkness to the light of truth and righteousness. Its
miraculous style of expression is perfectly attuned to human intellect, emotion, and
aesthetic taste, creating an intimate and personal connection with every reader —
each admonition penetrates the heart, evoking the feeling that Allah is directly
addressing the individual soul. Among the diverse methods of da’wah (invitation to
Islam) adopted by the Qur'an in consideration of human nature, the dual approach
of targhib (encouragement/inspiration) and tarhib (warning/deterrence) holds
central importance. Targhib inspires obedience to divine commands by highlighting
Allah’s pleasure, mercy, forgiveness, and the eternal delights of Paradise, while
tarhib deters sin, oppression, and disbelief through vivid descriptions of divine
wrath and the torments of Hellfire. A major portion of this balanced methodology is
realized through Qisas al-Qur'an—the narratives of past prophets, nations, and
communities. These stories are not exaggerated historical accounts but are selectively
and purposefully narrated to address the needs of the time, offering relevant lessons,
arguments, and advice. The Qur'an employs these accounts to enable humanity to
learn from history, avoid repeating the errors of past nations, adopt virtuous deeds,
and abstain from evil. Every narrative embeds profound admonitions (‘ibrah) and
practical moral lessons that awaken conscience, foster spiritual reform, and fulfill the
purpose of human creation—worship and obedience to Allah. Prophets were
commissioned as bearers of glad tidings (mubashshirin) and warners (mundhirin),
combining hope with fear to awaken indifferent hearts and guide societies.
Supported by prophetic traditions and classical scholarship, this Qur'anic approach
remains a timeless and highly effective model of da’wah, moral education, spiritual
motivation, and societal reform for all eras.

Keywords: Guidance - Targhib & Tarhib - Qur'anic Narratives - Lessons &
Admonitions - Prophetic Stories - Moral Reform.
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