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Titles of the Rightly Guided Caliphs with Special
Reference to Shaykhayn (R.A) : A Quranic, Hadith
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Abstract
Allah Almighty sent the Prophets (peace be upon them) for the guidance of
humanity and completed the chain of Prophethood by declaring Muhammad # as
the Seal of the Prophets. After the Prophet %, the Muslim Ummah was blessed with

the leadership of the Companions (e bl ¢*,), whom Allah Almighty directly

described in His Book as the best of nations. Among the Companions, the most
distinguished status belongs to the Rightly Guided Caliphs (Khulafa' al-Rashidan),
whose caliphate was explicitly characterized by the Prophet ¥ as being based on

guidance and righteousness. Among these caliphs, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (a 4b! %)

and ‘Umar al-Faraq (as 4! %) hold a particularly prominent position and are

collectively known as al-Shaykhayn. They were not only superior in age and rank
but also served as leaders of the Ummah in intellectual, moral, and political
domains. Their titles are preserved in the Qur’an, Hadith, and the traditions of the
early generations, reflecting their character, decisions, and spiritual stature. This
article presents a critical and analytical study of these titles to demonstrate that they
are not merely honorary expressions but rather articulate the fundamental principles
of Islamic leadership.

Keywords:Caliphs, Shaykhayn, Abu bakr, Umar, Algab, merely honorary
expressions, rather articulate.
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' Al-Muttaqi, ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Alf ibn Husam al-Din. Kanz al- Ummal. Bayrat: Mu’assasat al-
Risala, 1405 AH, 11:638.

’Al-Fajr, 89:1-2.

SHaqT, Isma‘il ibn Mustafa. Tafsir Rith al-Bayan. Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, 1431 AH, 10:421.
4A1-Muttaqi, ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Ali ibn Husam al-Din. Kanz al- ‘Ummal. Bayrit: Mu’assasat al-
Risala, 1405 AH, 11:638.
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> Al-Qurtubi, Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami* li-Ahkam al-Qur’an. al-
Qahira: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1384 AH, 12:297.

°Al-Anbiya’, 21:94.

’Al-Hakim al-Naysabiir, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah. AI-Mustadrak ‘ald al-
Sahthayn. Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1411 AH, 1:178.
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®Al-Dehlavi, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq. Lama ‘Gt al-Tangih. Dimashq: Dar al-Nawadir, 1435 AH,
1:101.

’Ibn al-Athir, ‘Izz al-Din ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Jazari. Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahaba.
Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1424 AH, 2:478.

"Ibn Majah, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Qazwini. Sunan Ibn Majah. Bayriit:
Dar al-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, 1430 AH, 1:78.
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llAl-Tirmith, Abi ‘Tsa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa. Sunan al-Tirmidhi. Misr: Matba‘at Mustafa al-
Babi al-Halabi, 1395 AH, 5:610.

"> Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri, Aba al-Husayn. Al-Sahih al-Muslim. Turkiya: Dar al-
Tiba‘a al-‘Amira, 1334 AH, 7:111.
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" Al-Bukhari, Abi ‘Abd Alldh Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Sahih al-Bukhari. al-Sultaniyya:
al-Matba‘a al-Kubra al-Amiriyya bi-Biillaq Misr, 1311 AH, 5:13.

“Ibn Hisham. Al-Sira. 1:249.

“Ibn Hisham. A[-Sira, 1:250.

' Al-Suyti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr. Tarikh al-Khulafa’. Maktabat Nizar
Mustafa al-Baz, 1425 AH, 59.

"Ibn al-Athir, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jazari. Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahaba. Bayriit:
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 3:330.
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"*Al-Layl, 92:9.

" Al-Qurtubi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an. al-
Qabhira: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1384 AH, 20:88.

*Al-Tawba, 9:45.

*' Al-Razi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar. Mafatih al-Ghayb. Bayrat: Dar Thya® al-
Turath al-*Arabi, 3rd ed., 1420 AH, 16:50.

*? Al-Khatib al-Tabrizi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Mishkat al-Masabth. Bayrat: al-Maktab
al-Islami, 3rd ed., 1975 CE, 3:1699.

23Al-Bukhe'lrI, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, 5:9.
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* Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Siyar 4 ‘lam al-Nubala’, 1:273.
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%’ Al-Tabari, Abd Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir. Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’an. al-
Qahira: Dar Hajar lil-Tiba‘a wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘ wa al-I‘lan, 1st ed., 1422 AH, 6:97.
*Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali. Al-Isaba fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba. 4:145.

*'Ton al-Athir, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Jazari. Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahaba. Bayrit:
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 3:310.

* Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-Sahih, 5:5.

33Al-Bukhe'lrI, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, 5:4.
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**Ibn Majah, Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Qazwini. Sunan Ibn Majah. Bayrit:
Dar al-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, 1430 AH, 1:107.

* Al-Tabari, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Managib al-
‘Ashara. Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 2nd ed., 2:403.
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36Al—Tabari, Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Mandqib al- ‘Ashara, 1:138.

%7 Al-Halabi, ‘Ali ibn Burhan al-Din. A/-Stra al-Halabiyya. Bayrat: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya,
1427 AH, 1:390.

* Al-Diyarbakri, Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. Tarikh al-Khamis fi Ahwal Anfus al-
Nafis. Misr: al-Matba‘a al-Wahbiyya, 1283 AH, 1:385.

* Al-Tabari, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Managib al-
‘Ashara. Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 2nd ed., 1:49.

** Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abd ‘Abd Allah. Fada'il al-Sahaba li-Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Bayrit:
Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1st ed., 1403 AH, 1:394.

“'Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Abii ‘Umar Yisuf ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Isti‘ab fi Ma ‘rifat al-Ashab. al-
Qahira: Maktabat Nahdat Misr, 1380 AH, 3:1144.
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* Al-Suyiitf, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr. Tarikh al-Khulafa’. Maktabat Nizar
Mustafa al-Baz, 1425 AH, 110.

* Al-Bukhari, Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Sahih al-Bukhdri. al-Sultaniyya:
al-Matba‘a al-Kubra al-Amiriyya bi-Biillaq Misr, 1311 AH, 5:15.

* Al-Tabari, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Managib al-
‘Ashara. Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 2nd ed., 2:313.

“Ibn Majah, Sunan Ibn Majah, 1:77.

46A1—TabarT,Al-Riya'd al-Nadra fi Mandgqib al-‘Ashara, 2:272.
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47A1—TabarT,Al-Riya'd al-Nadra fi Mandqib al-‘Ashara, 2:318.
* Al-Tabari,Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Mandgqib al-‘Ashara, 2:308.
* Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-Sahih, 4:174.
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0 Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami  al-Sahih, 2:404.
> Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami ‘ al-Sahih, 2:308.
*Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami ‘ al-Sahih, 2:308.

(223) # 2026 G52 c L e cdiile




' &/

Jjwf"}‘ZgwgJ}&‘ﬁjt/”&k‘df}:uwlLdﬁq‘ﬁJ}&%}bLW Al-Marjan

.

&5 ol
Eid e B § el St 2ea o S FEF b o ST IEI L e iz uls e
UT;-Q?L//("{[J/MJ,w:ut,{!ﬁ(u?uwd/uﬂ/!u'Uflﬁd(tﬁﬁ%»!&’ﬂé?@!-‘at‘/
oot SIS e Fb Bl o L Lot 2 e bnet g e iow
el pe IS e B SUa lSE e
e LAzl
-étggt;:ijdjumiﬂ"z.@gx}mAW(JM»J/NGMLu:"f *
e QB TS e oS LW AT S *
_L@gm,mw/m%@ Lul}/b@ﬁ&ﬁuuﬂ,wtuc *
Sl ST i gy p Bk S
Bl blo S b S Sb e S B L i
PAoAokotohakotaraiekarakotoraie

Bibliography | —_.0"

*  Al-Bukhari, Abti ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. 4/-Jami‘ al-Sahih. al-Sultaniyya: al-
Matba‘a al-Kubra al-Amiriyya bi-Bilaq Misr, 1311 AH.
Al-Dehlavi, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq. Lama ‘at al-Tangih. Dimashq: Dar al-Nawadir, 1435 AH.
Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’. al-Qahira: Dar
al-Hadtth, 1427 AH.

*  Al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Mustadrak ‘ald al-
Sahthayn. Bayrtt: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya, 1411 AH.

*  Al-Khatib al-Tabrizi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Mishkat al-Masabrh. Bayrit: al-Maktab
al-Islami, 1975.

*  Al-Muttaqi, ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Al ibn Husam al-Din. Kanz al- ‘Ummal. Bayrit: Mu’assasat al-
Risala, 1405 AH.

*  Al-Qurtubi, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an. al-
Qahira: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1384 AH.

*  Al-Razi, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar. Mafatih al-Ghayb. Bayrut: Dar lhya’ al-
Turath al-Arabi, 1420 AH.

*  Al-Suyiti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abt Bakr. Tarikh al-Khulafa’. Maktabat Nizar
Mustafa al-Baz, 1425 AH.

*  Al-Tabart, Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Riyad al-Nadra fi Manaqib al- ‘Ashara.
Bayriit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 2nd ed.

*  Al-Tabari, Abl Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir. Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’dn. al-
Qahira: Dar Hajar lil-Tiba‘a wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘ wa al-I‘lan, 1422 AH.

*  Jbn al-Athir, ‘Izz al-Din ‘Al1 ibn Muhammad al-Jazar1. Usd al-Ghaba fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahaba.
Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyya, 1424 AH.

*  Jbn al-Athir, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Jazari. A/-Kamil fi al-Tarikh. Bayrut: Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, 1997.

*  Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn ‘All. Al-Isaba fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba. Bayrit: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.

* Jbn Majah, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Qazwini. Sunan Ibn Majah. Bayrut:
Dar al-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, 1430 AH.

(224) £ 2026FMN=5157 Lo s cdi e




&

,.’Juv‘&?u—g‘ﬂ}wiﬁul&p:éf}:ymLdﬁ;lf”?u’,‘g&q}uz_w Rbharoun

* Jbn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Hisham. Al-Sitra al-Nabawiyya li-Ibn Hisham. Misr:
Maktabat Mustafa al-Babi1 al-Halabr1, 1955.
Hagt, Isma‘1l ibn Mustafa. Tafsir Rih al-Bayan. Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, 1431 AH.
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayrt al-Naysabuiri, Abu al-Husayn. Sahith Muslim. Turkiya: Dar
al-Tiba‘a al-‘Amira, 1334 AH.

(225) » 2026 B A-157 < Lin o ettisle




