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Abstract

This research explores the historical emergence, progression, and socio-intellectual
contributions of the Sufi tradition in Azad Kashmir. Islam acknowledges that human
beings possess both material and spiritual needs, and after the completion of
Prophethood, the responsibility of spiritual and moral guidance was inherited by the
followers of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), among whom the Sufis
played an essential role in nurturing religious consciousness and ethical behavior in
society. The study employs an analytical research methodology to examine when
and how Sufism entered Azad Kashmir, the prominent Sufi orders involved, and
their missionary strategies. The findings reveal that various Sufi orders —including
Qadriya, Nagshbandiya, Suhrawardiya, Chishtiya, Kubrawiya, Shattariya, and the
indigenous Rishi order—shaped the religious landscape of the region and
contributed to cultural refinement, communal harmony, and spiritual development.
The research highlights that renowned Sufi saints —such as Bulbul Shah, Mir Syed
Ali Hamadani, Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Rishi, Mian Muhammad Bakhsh, and later
spiritual leaders of shrines in Bagh, Poonch, Kotli, and Mirpur, enhanced Islamic
identity through preaching, education, social welfare, and character building. Their
role extended beyond spiritual mentorship to include political guidance, economic
improvement, conflict resolution, and the establishment of educational and religious
institutions. Overall, the study concludes that Sufism played a pivotal role in shaping
the sociocultural fabric of Azad Kashmir. The Sufi tradition not only strengthened
Islamic faith but also fostered peace, tolerance, and moral uplift in the region, a
legacy that continues to influence the values and identity of Kashmiri society today.
Keywords: Sufism; Azad Kashmir; Sufi Orders; Social Impact; Spiritual Reform; Sufi
Saints.
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! .Qurayshi, Muhammad Ishaq. Talash-e-Ahsan ki Hamahgir Tahrik (Neriyan Sharif, Tararkhal, Azad
Kashmir: Muhyt al-Din Islamt Yintvarsti, 2000), 43.

2 Al-Qushayri, Abii al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin. Al-Risala al-Qushayriya (Bayriit: Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1419 AH), 355.

3 Al-Tawba, 9:10; 9:91.
4 Ibrahim, 14:87.

° Ibn Maja, Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Qazwini. Sunan Ibn Mdja, Kitab al-Fitan, Bab al-Wagqif ‘inda
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2 Ashraf bin Islam. Guldasta Gilhar Sharif (Islamabad: Idara Man Publications, n.d.), 3.
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32 [Note on place name: Ghazni, Afghanistan].

3 Abbast, Kashmir Jannat al-Awliya’ wa Masha'ikh, 394.
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% Abbasi, Kashmir Jannat al-Awliya’ wa Masha’ikh, 225.
% Abbasi, Kashmir Jannat al-Awliya’ wa Masha’ikh, 403.
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37 Nagshbandi, Muhammad Jahangir Khan. Halat wa Khidmat Shaykh al- ‘Alam ‘Allama Pir ‘Ala’ al-
Din Siddigr (Karachi: ‘Alimiya Islamic Institute, 2018), 124.

% Qurayshi, Muhammad Ishaq, Dr. Jamal Nagshband (Faysalabad: Al-Baghdad Printers, 2013), 425.
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% Qurayshi, Jamal Nagshband, 430.
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