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Abstract
The Pakistan Movement is generally associated with Allama Igbal, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and the Muslim League leadership. However, long before
the formal articulation of the “Pakistan demand” in 1940, Hakim al-Ummat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanvi (1863-1943) had already conceptualized and publicly articulated
the idea of a separate Islamic homeland for the Muslims of India as early as July 1928
during a historic meeting at Thana Bhawan with Maulana ‘Abd al-Majid Daryabadi
and others. He not only envisioned an independent Muslim state but also outlined its
ideological foundations, governance structure, and the necessity of a central spiritual
and political leadership (Imam). Despite remaining outwardly apolitical and focused
on spiritual reformation, Maulana Thanvi issued numerous fatawa supporting the
Pakistan Movement, encouraged his disciples to join it, and endured repeated life
threats and assassination attempts from opponents. Many of his prominent khulafa’
- including Maulana Shabbir ‘Ali Thanvi, Maulana Zafar Ahmad ‘Uthmani, Maulana
Mufti Muhammad Shafi’, Maulana Idris Kandhlavi, and others - became active
workers of the Muslim League, delivered speeches, mobilized masses, and played
decisive roles in making Pakistan an Islamic welfare state after 1947 August 1947.
This paper establishes through primary sources (fatawa, letters, recorded
conversations, and contemporary testimonies) that the ideological and spiritual
groundwork for Pakistan was laid in the khangah of Thana Bhawan much earlier
than commonly acknowledged, proving that the Pakistan Movement was not merely
a political struggle but also a deeply spiritual and reformative mission rooted in
Deobandi-Thanvi thought.
Keywords: Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanvi, Pakistan Movement, Khulafa’-e-Thanvi,
Two-Nation Theory, Islamic State, Deoband.
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