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ISABL
Abstract

Gambling (Qimar) does not only refer to the common form of betting in which
money is directly involved; rather, it includes all kinds and forms that are carried out
under the guise of trade but are in fact types of gambling. Anyone familiar with
business can easy realize how commercial gambling disrupts and destroys the
overall economic system of a country and how the pursuit of profit without labor
ruins thousands of families and households. Gambling was prevalent even in the age
of ignorance, but in the modern era it has taken on new forms, the understanding of
which has become a pressing need of the time. The jurists (Fugaha) state that a
person who is not aware of the ways of his contemporaries such as their lifestyle,
their economic dealing, their social practices, and their customs and tastes is in
reality ignorant. In the modern era, gambling has taken on new forms, with various
gambling apps at the forefront through which large scale betting is taking place. In
addition, online casino games, sports betting, e sports betting, online poker rooms,
virtual sports, crash games, multiplier games, and crypto casinos/ block chain based
gambling have also emerged. This article presents an introduction to gambling and
highlights its contemporary online forms to raise awareness. Furthermore, it
discusses the economic, social and moral impacts of gambling, while also pointing
out its harms from an Islamic perspective. The purpose is to encourage people to
keep themselves away from this curse and to make the new generation aware so that
they too may stay protected from it.

Keywords: Gambling, Modern Era, Online Apps, Awareness, Islamic Perspective.
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= Samdani, Maulana 1‘jaz Ahmad. Mali Mu ‘amalat par Ghurar ke Athar (Karachi: Idarat al-Ma‘arif, 2007),

402.
19 Ghazi, Dr. Mahmiid Ahmad. Muhddarat-e-Ma ‘ishat wa Tijarat (Lahore: Al-Faysal Nashiran, 2010), 238.

A Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya, n.d.), Hadith No.

486.
21 Al-Najm, 53:39.

22 Al-Qaradawi, ‘Allama Yasuf. Islam mein Haldl wa Haram. Takhrij by ‘Allima Nasir al-Din al-Albant

(Lahore: Maktaba Islamiya, n.d.), 410-11.

23 Samdani, Maulana Ijaz Ahmad. Takafil Insurance ka Islami Tariga (Lahore: 1dara Islamiyat, 2009), 34-35.
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1.“THE PREVENTION OF GAMBLING ACT, 1977 (XXVIII of 1977)
An Act to provide for the prevention of gambling
Whereas it is expedient to provide for the prevention of gambling and whereas the
Proclamation of Emergency referred to in Article 280 of the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan is in force;
It is hereby enacted as follows:

* This Act may be called the Prevention of Gambling Act, 1977.

* [t extends to the whole of Pakistan.

* [t shall come into force at once”.
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2 Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Imam. Musnad Ahmad (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 2001), Hadith No. 1412.
25 “Uthmani, ‘Allama Shabir Ahmad. Tafsir “Uthman (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at, 2007), 1:569.
26 Ahmad, Dr. Istar. Bayan al-Qur’an (Lahore: Qur’an Academy, 2008), 2:296.
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Y BELAIG,  *
“Definitions. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context:
(a) “common gaming-house” means any house, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or other
place whatsoever in which any instruments of gaming are kept or used for gaming purposes.
(b) “gaming” includes wagering or betting, including a wager or bet made in respect of any
horse, mare or gelding running in competition with any other horse, mare or gelding, or of the
rider thereof;
(c) “instruments of gaming” includes any article used or intended to be used as a means or
appurtenance of, or of carrying on or facilitating, gaming, and any documents used as a
register or record or evidence of any gaming; and
(d) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act”.
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“Penalty for being found in common gaming house.
In any common gaming-house playing or gaming with cards dice, counters, money or other
instruments of gaming, or for the purpose of gaming, whether for any money, wager or stake

or otherwise, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one
year, or with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees, or with both”.
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Enhanced punishment for subsequent offences.
Whoever, having been convicted of any offence under this Act, again commits any such
offence shall be punishable for every such subsequent offence with imprisonment for a term

which may extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to two thousand rupees, or
with both”.
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“Act to override other laws, etc.
* This Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the
time being in force.
The following enactments are hereby repealed, namely:
The Baluchistan Prevention of Gambling Ordinance, 1961,
The West Pakistan Prevention of Gambling Ordinance, 1961,
The Punjab Prevention of Gambling Ordinance, 1961;
The Sindh Prevention of Gambling Ordinance, 1961%7.
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National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NCCIA)
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Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
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(SECP) Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan
“SECP takes notice of surrogate ads by cryptocurrency exchanges and betting platforms
ISLAMABAD, November 21: The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), taking notice of the increasing trend of surrogate advertisements on certain internet-
based cryptocurrency exchanges and betting platforms, has directed all companies, including
limited liability partnerships (LLPs), not to enter into any type of advertisement or
sponsorship agreements with entities involved in surrogate advertising. Surrogate advertising
is the promotion of banned products, digital coins, and betting platforms as substitute goods,
often through indirect means like sponsorship of sports events, aiming to implant the brand in
consumers' minds. It has also been observed that various online platforms, disguised as sports

blogs and news websites, are promoting illegal digital coins, online betting, and
cryptocurrency investments. The Notification issued under Section 40B of the SECP Act also

27 Government of Pakistan. “The Prevention of Gambling Act, 1977.” Pakistan Code, 1-4. Accessed November
2, 2025. https://pakistancode.gov.pk.

28 K halti, Sher Ali. “Gambling Crackdown Intensifies.” International The News, August 20, 2025,
20 Yasin, Asim. “SECP Issues New Guidelines on Online Betting.” International The News, August 7, 2025.
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advised all companies and LLPs to immediately terminate all existing agreements with such
surrogate entities/companies and ensure compliance in true letter and spirit. The public is
strongly advised to exercise extreme caution while making investments in such internet
platforms and mobile apps. None of the individuals, companies, or entities advertising
cryptocurrencies in Pakistan have been recognized or authorized by the SECP or other
regulatory bodies. Thus, the investments promoted by these entities carry risks and may be
part of fraudulent schemes™*’.
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PECA ACT 2016 135, JEoell 6

Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860)

“420. Cheating and dishonestly Inducing delivery of property:
Whoever cheats and thereby dishonestly induces the person deceived to
deliver any property to any person, or to make, alter or destroy the whole or
any part of a valuable security, or anything which is signed or sealed, and
which is capable of being converted into a valuable security, shall be punished
with imprisonment, of either description for a term which may extend to seven

years, and shall also be liable to fine 3!,
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30 Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP). “Press Release: Regulatory Action Against Illegal
Gambling Platforms.” November 21, 2023.

Government of Pakistan. “Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860 ” Pakistan Code, 126. Accessed November
2, 2025. https://pakistancode.gov.pk.
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The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016
Electronic forgery(($ibz £ )

(1)“Whoever interferes with or uses any information system, device or data, with the intent to
cause damage or injury to the public or to any person, or to make any illegal claim or title or
to cause any person to part with property or to enter into any express or implied contract, or
with intent to commit fraud by any input, alteration, deletion, or suppression of data, resulting
in unauthentic data with the intent that it be considered or acted upon for legal purposes as if
it were authentic, regardless of the fact that the data is directly readable and intelligible or
not, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend
to three years, or with fine which may extend to two hundred and fifty thousand rupees or
with both.

(2)Whoever commits offence under subsection (1) in relation to a critical infrastructure
information system or data shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend
to seven years or with fine which may extend to five million rupees or with both”.
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“Whoever with the intent for wrongful gain interferes with or uses any
information system, device or data or induces any person to enter into a
relationship or deceives any person, which act or omission is likely to cause
damage or harm to that person or any other person shall be punished with

imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or with fine which

may extend to ten million rupees or with both .
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= Government of Pakistan. “The Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016.” Pakistan Code, 20. Accessed
November 2, 2025. https://pakistancode.gov.pk.
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