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The Constitutional Structure of the Constitution of
Madinah in the Prophetic Era: An Analytical Study of the
Principles of Citizenship and Interreligious Coexistence
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Abstract

This study explores the constitutional structure of the Charter of Madinah
established by the Prophet Muhammad (¥) during the early Islamic period, focusing
on its foundational principles of citizenship and interfaith coexistence. The research
aims to analyze how the Charter functioned as the first written constitution ensuring
justice, equality, and communal harmony among diverse religious and ethnic groups
in Madinah. Drawing upon primary sources such as Hadith, Sirah literature, and
early Islamic historiography, the paper examines the Prophet’s (%) approach to
governance, pluralism, and social contract. The study highlights that the Charter of
Madinah recognized all inhabitants —Muslims, Jews, and others—as part of a single
political community (Ummah Wahidah), thus laying the groundwork for a just and
inclusive state system. By comparing these principles with modern constitutional
concepts of citizenship and minority rights, the research demonstrates the timeless
relevance of the Prophetic model for fostering peace, coexistence, and equitable
governance in contemporary multicultural societies.

Keywords: Charter of Madinah, Prophet Muhammad (%), Citizenship, Interfaith
Coexistence, Islamic Constitution, Pluralism, Justice, Governance.
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"The Constitution of Medina marks the transition from tribal chaos to an
organized polity under a moral law an achievement unparalleled in ancient

history.™
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2 Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik, Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2004), 2: 147
3 Al-Qushiri, Aba al-Husain, Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim (Nishapir: Dar al-Khilafa al-‘Ilmiya, 1330 AH), 4: 6752
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"The Constitution of Medina was not merely a tribal truce; it was a

declaration of a new political order based on shared responsibility and legal

equality among diverse groups.""’

¢ Ibn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Al-Muqaddimah (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 2005), 1: 247

7 al-Hujurat 49:10

8 Ibn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik, Al-Strah al-Nabawiyah (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 2004), 2: 148
° Al ‘Imran 3:159

10W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Medina (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1956), 230
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"The Charter of Medina was not a secular constitution, but a divine covenant
establishing a community bound by faith and moral law rather than by blood and
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15 Tbn Hisham, Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah, 2: 150
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"The Prophet established coexistence on the moral foundation of justice, not

mere tolerance. His vision was an inclusive community bound by law and
conscience."®
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2 Muhar)nmad Hamidullah, The First Written Constitution in the World (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmaniyah,
1975), 23

24 al-Baqarah 2:256

23 Tbn Sa‘d, Al-Tabagat al-Kubra, 1: 357.

26 al-Hujurat 49:13
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1982), 44
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"The Constitution of Medina is the first written document that recognized

pluralism under omne political authority, a concept that modern
constitutionalism rediscovered centuries later."’
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29 Tbn Hisham, Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1955), 2: 150

2 Muhar;lmad Hamidullah, The First Written Constitution in the World (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma arif al- Uthmaniyah,
1975), 29

3lal-Isra” 17:70

32 Ibn Kathir, Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1985), 3: 223
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"The Prophet’s governance model remains a paradigm of justice, consultation

and pluralism, offering a balance between divine law and civic reason."*
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