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Abstract

In the present era, due to international connectivity and growing economic needs,
traveling to and permanently residing in non-Muslim countries has become a
necessity for many people. However, since scholars hold differing opinions on this
issue, Muslims who choose to live in non-Muslim countries often face criticism and
religious objections. A review of contemporary scholarly opinions reveals that
permanent residence in non-Muslim countries where faith is at risk or religious
freedom is restricted is unanimously considered impermissible. However, there is a
difference of opinion regarding those non-Muslim countries where one’s faith
remains secure and religious freedom is guaranteed. Some scholars maintain that
even in such countries, a Muslim should avoid permanent residence in order to
protect himself and his family from moral corruption, ideological deviation and
spiritual harm. On the other hand, the majority of scholars believe that if one’s faith
is preserved, religious practices are allowed and one can openly live according to
Islamic principles, then residing permanently in such countries is permissible. This
study aims to present a critical analysis of these varying scholarly opinions along
with their supporting evidences.

Keywords:Non-Muslim countries, Permanent residence, Islamic jurisprudence,
Scholarly opinions, Religious freedom, Contemporary fatwas, Migration in Islam,
Modern challenges.
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24 Abu ‘TIsa Muhammad bin ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi, al-‘Ilal al-Kabir (Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kitab, 1409H),
(2/686)

2> Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali bin ‘Umar al-Daraqutni, al-‘Tlal al-Waridah fi al-Ahadith al-Nabawiyyah
(Riyadh: Dar Tayyibah, 1985), (4/88)

26 ‘Abd al-Rahman bin ‘AlT Ibn al-Jawzi, Jami‘ al-Masanid (Riyadh: Maktabat al-Rushd, 2005),
(2/185)

7 Sunan Abi Dawid, bi-tahqiq Shu‘ayb Arna’ut, Ragm al-Hadith: 2787
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31 Bukhari, Ragm al-Hadith: 2670
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3¢ Bukhari, Ragm al-Hadith: 3900
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37 Tbid (6/361)

38 Abii al-Hasan ‘All bin Muhammad al-Basri al-Mawardi, al-Haw1 al-Kabir (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyyah, 1999), (14/104)

39 Abi al-Fadl Ahmad bin ‘Al Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyyah, 1415H), (3/631)
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4 Tbid (6/361)

4" Abii Muhammad ‘Abd al-Malik bin Hisham, al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah (Misr: Sharikat Maktabat wa-
Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi, 1375H), (1/321); Muhammad bin Yisuf al-Salihi al-Shami,
Subul al-Huda wa-I-Rashad f1 Sirat Khayr al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1993), (2/363)
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