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Challenges Faced by Islamic Civilization in the
Context of Globalization: An Analytical Study
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Abstract

Globalization has emerged as a defining feature of the contemporary world,
influencing social, economic, and cultural spheres across nations. While it has
facilitated rapid technological advancement, knowledge transfer, and economic
integration, it simultaneously poses significant challenges to traditional and religious
value systems, including Islamic civilization. This study analytically examines the
multifaceted threats globalization presents to Islamic cultural, ethical, and
educational values. It highlights issues such as cultural homogenization, the erosion
of moral and religious practices, and the increasing influence of Western media and
lifestyle patterns. At the same time, the study identifies areas of potential
compatibility, where Islamic principles of justice, knowledge, and social welfare can
harmonize with global developments. Through a comprehensive review of literature,
Qur’anic guidance, and Prophetic traditions, this research underscores the need for
strategic engagement with globalization—adopting beneficial aspects while
safeguarding core Islamic values. The findings aim to provide policymakers,
educators, and the Muslim community with insights to strengthen cultural resilience
and promote an informed, value-based approach in the globalized era.

Keywords: Challenges, Islamic Civilization, Globalization, Analytical Study, value-
based approach.
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"Globalization is the intensification of worldwide social relations which link

distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events
occurring many miles away and vice versa."?2
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" Al-Rigb, Salih Husayn, 4l- ‘Awlama (n.p.: Al-Maktaba al-Shamila al-Dhahabiya, 1422 AH/2002), 8.
* Giddens, Anthony. The Consequences of Modernity (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1990), 64.
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* Hijazi, Mahmiid Fahmi. “Risalat al-Hilal.” Risalat al-Hilal, March 2001, 3.
* New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, 1991), 521.
° Rajab, Mustafa. “Makhatir al-‘Awlama ‘ala al-Mujtama‘at al-‘Arabiya.” Majallat al-Bayan, 2000,

13/10.
® Izzat, Al-Sayyid Ahmad. Al-Hubar: Maza ‘im al- ‘Awlama (Damascus: Ittihad al-‘Arab, 2000), 5.

’Al-‘Ushshi, ‘Abd Allah. “Thaqafat al-‘Awlama bi-Wasfiha Khitaban Mutatarrifan.” Ministry of
Awaqaf, Saudi Arabia. Accessed October 29, 2025. https://www.awqaf.gov.sa (n.d.), 1/11.
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“The process of globalisation stimulates Western cultural hegemony around
the world as globalisation is the direct consequence of the expansion of
Western culture across the planet via media, economic domination,
colonisation, and cultural mimesis. In this process, a form of cultural
hybridisation is taking place in the Muslim world, and the meaning and
significance of Islamic culture is lost in the process. Therefore, the
manifestation of globalisation is a serious challenge to the integrity and
regeneration of local cultures, and cultural pressures of globalisation are
keenly felt in the Muslim world. As a result of globalisation, Islamic culture
has come into conict with two alien cultures: one is the secularised pop
culture distributed by globalised media, the other is the Western culture
(particularly American) inuenced by modernisation which integrates certain
Western values into Islam. In this rapidly globalised world, the inclination of
mass emulation of non-Islamic cultural substance has become apparent in the
Muslim societies. A vast majority of Muslims are inclined to demean their
golden era of accomplishment when they were at the pick of success and at the
same time the Western societies were suffering from the evil of ‘dark ages’. In

fact, the secular Western culture is now regarded as a superior one, albeit in
9

many cases devoid of morality and religious values.’
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’ Nurullah, Abu Sadat. “Globalisation as a Challenge to Islamic Cultural Identity.” International
Journal of Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 3, no. 6 (2008): 45-56.
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“Globalization has influenced family structures in Muslim societies by
promoting individualism, materialism, and personal desires, which contradict
the traditional Islamic family values. As a result, there have been shifts in
family arrangements, such as an increase in nuclear families and a weakening
of extended family ties. These changes challenge the collective, spiritual, and
nll

moral foundations emphasized in Islamic social norms.
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