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An Analysis of the Narrations of Ibn Kathir and Ibn
Jarir Regarding the Incident of al-Gharaniq
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Abstract

The incident of Gharaniq—often cited in relation to the Prophet Muhammad'’s
recitation of verses allegedly praising pagan deities—has long been a subject of
controversy and scholarly debate. This study critically examines the narratives
reported by Ibn Jarir al-Tabari and Ibn Kathir, two of the most prominent early
Islamic historians and exegetes. Through comparative textual analysis, the research
explores the authenticity, chains of transmission, and contextual interpretation of the
event within classical Islamic historiography. The article highlights methodological
differences between the two scholars, the theological implications of their respective
positions, and the influence of this episode on later Orientalist discourse. The study
concludes that both Ibn Jarir and Ibn Kathir approached the narrative with critical
awareness, though Ibn Kathir exhibited a more stringent stance toward rejecting
weak or fabricated reports, thereby emphasizing the preservation of prophetic
infallibility (‘ismah).

Keywords: Gharaniq Incident, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Islamic Historiography,
Hadith Criticism, Tafsir, Prophetic Infallibility, Orientalism.
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1AI—Bukhe'er, Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1407
AH), Bab fa-usjudi lil-lah wa‘budt, Hadith No. 4863.

*Tbn Hisham, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Hisham ibn Ayytb al-HimyarT al-Mu‘afiri, Abt Muhammad Jamal
al-Din, Al-Sira al-Nabawiya li-Ibn Hisham, ed. Mustafa al-Saqa, Ibrahim al-Abyari, and ‘Abd al-
Hafiz Shalabi (Cairo: Maktabat wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi wa Awladuhu, 1375
AH/1955), 1:364.

3Al-l"abari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Jami* al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala,
1420 AH/2000), 17:186; Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn AbT Bakr, Al-Durr al-Manthir fi
Tafsir bil-Ma thiir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, n.d.), 4:367.
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*Al-Najm, 53:19-20.

SAI-Tabaﬁ, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 18:664.

° Al-Tha‘labi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Al-Kashf wa al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar Thya’
al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1422 AH/2002), 7:29.

7 Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Yazid ibn Kthir, Tafsir al-Tabari = Jami‘ al-Bayan (Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1420 AH/2000), 8:664.

¥ Ibn Kathir, Isma‘l ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Dimashqt, Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida’, Tafsir Ibn Kathir,
trans. Maulana Muhammad Junagarht (Lahore: Maktaba Islamtya, April 2009), 3:536.

? Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 3:536.
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" Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 3:536.
" Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 3:536.
Al-Isra’, 17:73-75.
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" Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 3:537.

" Al-Suyiti, Al-Durr al-Manthir, 4:366.

' Abi Shahba, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, Al-Isra’iliyat wa al-Mawdii‘at (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr,
1992), 315.

”AI-Iyéd, Abiu al-Fadl ‘Iyad ibn Misa ibn ‘Tyad al-Sabti, Al-Shifa’ bi-Ta rif Huqiig al-Mustafd
(Amman: Dar al-Fayha’, 1407 AH), 2:295.
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