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The Rare (or Uncommon) Vocabulary of Jami® al-Tirmidhi
in Its Commentaries Authored in the Indian Subcontinent:
A Comparative Study between Al-Kawkab al-Durri and
Al-‘Arf al-Shadhi
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Abstract
The Prophet Muhammad # was eloquent in speech and purely Arab by
upbringing, as were his Companions and their successors. Their expressions were
clear within their linguistic environment, requiring no explanation. However,
with the expansion of Islam and the interaction between Arabs and non-Arabs,
linguistic errors (lahn) spread, and understanding of Classical Arabic declined.
This created a need to clarify obscure vocabulary in the Prophetic traditions
(ahadith). The discipline of Gharib al-Hadith — the study of rare words in hadith —
thus emerged early in Islamic scholarship. Foundational contributions came from
al-Nadr ibn Shumayl, Abt ‘Ubaydah, and al-Asma‘i, while Abt ‘Ubayd al-Qasim
ibn Sallam (d. 224 AH) produced the first comprehensive compilation after forty
years of study. Later scholars, including Ibn Qutaybah, al-Khattabi, and al-
Harawi, expanded and refined this field, seeking to address remaining gaps. In
the Indian Subcontinent, scholars displayed exceptional commitment to
preserving the Prophetic Sunnah, producing extensive Arabic commentaries on
the canonical hadith collections. Writing for largely non-Arabic audiences, they
devoted special attention to explaining rare and obscure words, employing
linguistic, exegetical, and vernacular approaches. These efforts ensured accurate
understanding of the Sunnah and made its meanings accessible to students of
knowledge in non-Arabic cultural settings.
Keywords: Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi, Al-Kawkab al-Durri, Al-‘Arf al-Shadhi, gharib al-
hadith, rare/uncommon words, Commentaries, subcontinent.
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1 .Ibn al-Jawzi, Jamal al-Din Abi al-Faraj, Gharib al-Hadith (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya, 1405
AH/1985), 1:4.

2 Al-Farahidi, Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, Al- ‘Ayn (n.p.: Dar wa Maktabat al-Hilal, 1431 AH), 4:410.

3 Al-Zamakhshari, Jar Allah Mahmiid ibn ‘Umar, Asds al-Balagha (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiya,
1419 AH/1998), 1:697.
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* Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada, 7dj al- ‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamiis (Kuwait: Wizarat al-Irshad
wa al-Anba’, 1385-1422 AH), 3:480.

> _Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Umar, Mu jam al-Lugha al- ‘Arabiya al-Mu ‘asira (n.p.: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1429
AH/2008), 2:1601.

6 _Abi ‘Alf al-Qali, Isma‘il ibn al-Qasim, Al-Bari‘ fi al-Lugha (Beirut: Dar al-Hadara al-‘Arabiya,
1975), 308.

" _Al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad, Isma‘il ibn ‘Abbad, Al-Muhit fi al-Lugha (Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1414
AH/1994), 5:73.

8 Al-Sahari, Salama ibn Muslim, Al-/bana fi al-Lugha al- ‘Arabiya (Muscat: Wizarat al-Turath al-
Qawmi wa al-Thaqafa, 1420 AH/1999), 3:576.

® .1bn al-Qutiya, Kitab al-Afal (Cairo: Maktabat al-Khanjt, 1371 AH/1952), 28.

10 1bn al-Salah, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, Ma ifat Anwa‘ ‘Uliim al-Hadith (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr
al-Mu‘asir, 1406 AH/1986), 272.
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11 Al-Khattabi, Hamd ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, Gharib al-Hadith (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1402
AH/1982), 1:70-71.

12 Al-Azhari, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Tahdhib al-Lugha (Beirut: Dar IThya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
2001), 1:6.

13 1bn al-Salah, Ma ‘rifat Anwa‘ ‘Uliim al-Hadith, 272.

14 Al-Suyuti, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ab1 Bakr Jalal al-Din, Tadrib al-Rawi fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawt
(n.p.: Dar Tayba, n.d.), 2:637.
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15 Ibn Taymiya, Taqi al-Din Aba al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, Raf* al-Malam ‘an al-
A’imma al-A ‘lam (Riyadh: Al-Ri’asa al-‘Amma li-Idarat al-Buhiith al-‘Ilmiya wa al-Ifta’ wa al-
Da‘wa wa al-Irshad, 1403 AH/1983), 26.

6 Al-Tirmidhi, Abii ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Sunan al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami,
1996), 1:51.

17 Al-Kankiihi, Rashid Ahmad, Al-Kawkab al-Durri ‘ala Jami al-Tirmidhi (India: Matba‘at Nadwat
al-‘Ulama’, 1395 AH), 1:28.

18 Al-Kashmiri, Muhammad Anwar Shah ibn Mu‘azzam Shah, Al-‘Arf al-Shadhi Sharh Sunan al-
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1425 AH/2004), 1:37.

19 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1:71.

20 Al-Kawkab al-Durri ‘ala Jami © al-Tirmidhi, 1:53.
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2 Al-‘Arf al-Shadhi Sharh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1:64.
22 Sunan al-Tirmidht, 1:101.

2 Al-Kawkab al-Durri ‘ala Jami© al-Tirmidhi, 1:84.
2 Al-‘Arf al-Shadhi Sharh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1:91.
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% Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1:66.

% Al-Kawkab al-Durri ‘ala Jami © al-Tirmidhi, 1:48.

2 _Abi ‘Ubayd, Al-Qasim ibn Sallam, Gharib al-Hadith (Hyderabad: Matba‘at Da’irat al-Ma“arif al-
‘Uthmaniya, 1384 AH/1964), 1:274.

28 Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 1:84.

2 Al-Kawkab al-Durri ‘ala Jami© al-Tirmidhi, 1:63.

%0 Al-Ifrigi, Muhammad ibn Mukram ibn ‘Ali, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1414 AH), 11:538.
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