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Challenges of Teaching Arabic in Pakistan: A
Comparative Study with English
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Abstract
The teaching of Arabic in Pakistan has historically been embedded in religious and cultural
traditions, yet its pedagogical outcomes remain largely confined to rote learning and
translation-based approaches. Despite years of formal instruction, students often fail to
acquire practical proficiency in speaking, listening, or writing Arabic, relegating the
language to a mere curricular requirement. In contrast, English has evolved into a “necessary
language” within Pakistan, reinforced by social prestige, economic demand, and cultural
exposure through media and technology. This comparative study explores the systemic
challenges in Arabic language pedagogy—ranging from outdated curricula and limited
teaching methodologies to the absence of immersive environments and inadequate teacher
training. Furthermore, the paper highlights the latent potential of Arabic-Urdu linguistic
affinity, which, if pedagogically leveraged, could significantly ease the acquisition of Arabic.
By analyzing these challenges in juxtaposition with the success of English education, the
study suggests integrative reforms such as communicative teaching practices, digital tools,
cultural immersion, and comparative Urdu-Arabic strategies. The findings indicate that the
revival of Arabic in Pakistan requires moving beyond its narrow religious framing and
repositioning it as a cultural, intellectual, and practical asset for students, thereby aligning
with modern educational paradigms and the broader linguistic needs of the Muslim world.
Keywords: Arabic pedagogy, Pakistan, comparative study, English language, linguistic
environment, teacher training, Urdu-Arabic affinity.
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“Arabic was not only a language of faith but also the lingua franca of science,
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2 Al-Qushiri, Abi al-Husain, Muslim ibn Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim (Nishaptr: Dar al-Khilafa al-‘Ilmiya, 1330 AH), 1: 2722
3'Will Durant, The Story of Civilization (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1950), 4: 112
4 Al-Qur’an, al-Shu‘ara’ 26:192-195
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“Language learning without speaking and listening practice is like teaching
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swimming without water.
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5> Al-Tabarani, Sulayman ibn Ahmad, al-Mu jam al-Kabir (Cairo: Maktabat Ibn Taymiyya, 1983), 12: 134
Henry Fish, Principles of Language Teaching (London: Routledge, 1998), 2: 57
7 Al-Qur’an, Sad 38:29

z 1 . % .
% 256%» f2025f/:/-dﬂ£:3.ulrr3-ﬂ?




B LA Lz S LR id s ror

é/f’/mg/ﬁw&u:;,gTJmJ)fL“JJJL’J/J#,TL(TK‘L..,C(JVVQ;'

" yhe L,
e3f e WS F e Lo e o S EGIET P LSS 2B L i
wz.nz.guul&lugﬁnfwf%ég}/uﬁub@‘aj(:g)&/i,tfﬂ¢/,)_‘L.=4lzd/u!’/“zujz_l;u
LGS Si i Forlene Fog s IC F Sd o 63 F i
:Lagf“w-u?&’h;!‘}iéqm.,,)“u{z;uﬁupuﬁwgfé%"(ﬁ

P aglsil jud e Golil 1K 88 bl Jguoy B8

”-éLL/’@@,L&/L;niﬁJ@;gﬂ%ﬁUm"
e RIS L e Fea b S B3 PSS it F A
b /. Ldzﬂ,;,,ﬂrw&uuwﬁ;, /Juu:uufgf;;_‘qf;z/(ﬂf JAE Giasbsus A~
LUIAT 2 e B e C 6l T G G2t s 28U b 5B U G 2o B Y U7
ks

“A language without a living environment remains a dead academic exercise.”
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8 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Adab al-Mufrad (Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiya, 1989), 1: 245
9 Martin Esslin, Language and Society (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 3: 91
10 2]-Shafi ‘7, Muhammad ibn Idrs, a/-Risala (Cairo: al-Matba‘a al-Salafiya, 1321 AH), 1: 31
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“English has functioned as a language not only of communication but also of

power, domination and cultural hegemony.” M
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'1'Said, Edward W., Culture and Imperialism [New York: Vintage, 1993], 283
12 Al-Igbal, Muhammad, Majmii ‘a-yi Magalat [Lahore: Igbal Academy, 1961], 112
13 Crystal, David, Language Death [Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000], 45
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“Language acquisition occurs most effectively when learners are exposed to
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comprehensible input in a low-anxiety environment.

14 Shibli Nu‘mani, Mugaddama-yi Sher-o-Sha iri [Lahore: Majlis-e-Taraqqi-e-Adab, 1960], 52

15 Lyn, Catherine, Languages in Contact: South Asia [London: Routledge, 1998], 144

16 Al-SuyatT, Jalal al-Din, Al-Muzhir fi “Uliim al-Lugha [Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Tijariyya al-Kubra, 1358 AH], 1: 73
17 Krashen, Stephen, Principles and Practice in Second Language Acquisition [Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1982], 31
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“Teacher development is not an option but a necessity in a world where

languages are taught as living tools of communication.”"”
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