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Abstract
This research explores the impact of general and specific custom (‘urf ‘amm and
‘urf khass) on jurisprudential branches within Islamic law, emphasizing its
theoretical foundations and applied dimensions. The principle “al-‘adatu
muhakkamah” (custom is authoritative) is widely recognized in both Shafi‘t and
Hanafi schools, and serves as a framework for understanding how customs
function as a source of rulings. The study first clarifies the definitions of general
and specific ‘urf, the groups of people to whom each applies, and the distinctions
between them. It further investigates how jurists and ustl scholars approached
customs when deriving rulings and the extent to which these customs were
integrated into legal theory and practice. A critical issue addressed is the misuse
of ‘urf, when individuals manipulate it to justify personal desires or prohibit
what they dislike. The study raises pressing questions, such as: What are the
criteria for distinguishing between general and specific ‘urf? How should jurists
act when ‘urf contradicts language or explicit religious texts? What is the ruling
regarding newly emerging customs in modern contexts? By employing an
inductive-analytical methodology, the research traces the applications of this rule
across classical and contemporary scholarship, analyzing scholarly statements
and their implications in today’s legal challenges. The study concludes that while
‘urf remains a valid and dynamic source of law, its authority is bound by strict
conditions and cannot be applied indiscriminately. Jurists must ensure that
customs align with Shari‘ah principles and do not contradict explicit texts,
ensuring a balance between flexibility and adherence to divine law.
Keywords: ‘Urf, general custom, specific custom, jurisprudential rulings, emerging
customs, Islamic law.
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(") Al-Jawhari, Isma‘il ibn Hammad, As-Sihah: 7@ al-Lugha wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyya (Beirut: Dar al-
‘Ilm lil-Malayin, 1407 AH), 4: 1401.

(%) An-Nabigha adh-Dhubyani, Ziyad ibn Mu‘awiya, Ad-Diwan (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 53.

(®) Al-Ansari, Zakariyya ibn Muhammad, Al-Hudiid al-Aniqa wa at-Ta ‘rifat ad-Dagiga (Cairo:
Matba‘at Mustafa Babi al-Halabi, n.d.), 72.

(*) Al-Kafawi, Abi al-Baqa’ Ayyub ibn Musa, Al-Kulliyyat (Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, n.d.), 617.
(°) Al-Ansari, Al-Hudiid al-Aniga, 72; Al-Kafawi, Al-Kulliyyat, 617.

(°) Ahmad ibn Hanbal, AI-Musnad (Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1421 AH), 6: 84.

() Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Ahmad ibn Hajar, Muwafaqat al-Khobr al-Khabar fi Takhrij Ahadith al-
Mukhtasar (Riyadh: Maktabat ar-Rushd lil-Nashr wa at-Tawzi‘, 1414 AH), 2: 435.

(®) As-Suyiti, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Al-4Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1411 AH), 90.

(°) Ibn Nujaym, Zayn ad-Din ibn Ibrahim, A/-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1419 AH), 80.
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(1% Ibn Nujaym, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 81.
(') As-Suyiti, AI-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 92.
('?) Ibn Nujaym, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 85.
(%) As-Suyitt, AI-Ashbah wa an-Naza ir, 90.
(') Ar-Rafi‘1, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad, AI- ‘4ziz Sharh al-Wajiz (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyya, 1417 AH), 6: 124.
(") Ibn Nujaym, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 81.
(*%) As-Suyuti, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 93; Ibn Nujaym, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 83.
(17) An-Nahl, 16:14.
18) Nizh, 71:19.
(
(%) Nith, 71:16.
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(*°) Al-Anbiya’, 21:32.

(?") An-Naba’, 78:7.

(*) As-Suyiti, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 93; Ibn Nujaym, AI-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 83.

(*) Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar Ttq an-Najah, 1422 AH), 3:
25, Kitab as-Sawm, Bab Hal Yuqal Ramadan aw Shahr Ramadan wa man Ra’a Kullahu Wasi‘an,
hadith 1900.

(**) Az-Zarkashi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, AI-Manthiir fi al-Qawa ‘id al-Fighiyya (Kuwait:
Wizarat al-Awqaf al-Kuwaitiyya, 1405 AH), 2: 383
() Al-Baghawi, Al-Husayn ibn Mas‘iid, A¢-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1418 AH), 5: 88.
(*%) Ash-Shirazi, Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali, AI-Luma ‘ (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1424 AH), 10.
(*") Ar-Rafi‘1, Al-‘Aziz Sharh al-Wajiz, 7: 82.
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(*®) As-Suyiti, AI-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 94.

(*) Ibn Nujaym, Al-Ashbah wa an-Naza'ir, 83.

(*%) Jamil Haltm, Al-Fawa id an-Nagiyya ‘ala al-Fara’id al-Bahiyya (Beirut: Sharikat Dar al-
Mashari‘, 1445 AH), 94.

(*") Ash-Shirazi, Al-Luma‘, 10; Az-Zarkashi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, Tashnif al-Masami * bi-
Jam ‘ al-Jawami‘ (Cairo: Maktaba Qurtuba lil-Bahth al-‘Ilm1 wa Ihya’ at-Turath, 1418 AH), 1: 480.
(**) Az-Zarkashi, Tashnif al-Masami‘, 1: 48; Al-Ansari, Zakariyya ibn Muhammad, Ghayat al-Wusiil
fi Sharh Lubb al-Usil (Cairo: Matba‘at Mustafa Babi al-Halabi, n.d.), 54.

(**) Ibn Hibban, Muhammad ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban (Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1408 AH),
12: 120.
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(**) Al-Mahalli, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Al-Badr at-Tali ‘ fi Hall Jam * al-Jawami‘ (Damascus:
Mu’assasat ar-Risala Nashiriin, 1433 AH), 1: 267; Al-Ansari, Ghayat al-Wustl, 54.

(*¥) Al-Mahalli, Al-Badr at-Tali, 1: 267; Al-Ansari, Ghayat al-Wusil, 54.

(%) Ibn Maja, Muhammad ibn Yazid, Sunan Ibn Mdja (Cairo: Matba‘at Mustafa Babi al-Halabi,
n.d.), 1: 74, Kitab al-Iman wa Fada’il as-Sahaba wa al-‘Ilm, Bab man Sanna Sunnatan Hasana aw
Sayyi’a, hadith 203.

(*7) Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, 3: 45, Kitab Salat at-Tarawth, Bab Fadl man Qama Ramadan,
hadith 2010.

(*®) Ash-Shirazi, Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali, Sharh al-Luma ‘ (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1408 AH), 180—
181.
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