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‘Urf” as a source of Shari‘ah: Methodological and
Theoretical dimensions
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Abstract

This study examines the role of ‘urf (custom) as a dynamic source of Islamic law within
the framework of usal al-figh, highlighting its methodological and theoretical
dimensions. While the Qur’an and Sunnah form the primary foundations of Shari‘ah,
‘urf complements these by harmonizing divine injunctions with societal customs and
habits. The research explores how Muslim jurists historically integrated ‘urf to address
evolving social realities, ensuring Shari‘ah’s adaptability without compromising its core
principles. It analyzes the conditions under which ‘urf is valid, such as its alignment
with Islamic values and absence of contradiction with primary sources. The study
employs textual analysis of Quranic verses, Hadith, and juristic texts, alongside
qualitative insights into contemporary applications of ‘urf in areas like marriage, trade,
and social practices. It identifies challenges, including cultural misalignments and over-
reliance on outdated customs, and proposes strategies for balanced integration. The
findings underscore ‘urf’s role in fostering a flexible yet principled legal system,
particularly in diverse societies like Pakistan. By offering a nuanced understanding of
‘urf’s scope and limitations, this research provides actionable recommendations for
jurists, policymakers, and educators to align customary practices with Shari‘ah, ensuring
relevance and ethical coherence in modern contexts.

Keywords: ‘Urf, Shari‘ah, usal al-figh, Islamic law, customs, ethical adaptation.
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I Al-Raghib al-Asfahani, Aba al-Qasim al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (d. 502 AH), Al-Mufradat fi
Gharib al-Qur’an (Damascus/Beirut: Dar al-Qalam, Al-Dar al-Shamiyya, 1412 AH), 1:561.
Ruwayfi‘T -Ansari al-Din al-Fadl, Jamal al-Ibn Manzir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘Ali, Abi al 2
al-Ifriqt (d. 711 AH), Lisan al- ‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir), 9:239.

3 Al-Jawhari, Abii Nasr Isma‘il ibn Hammad al-Farabi (d. 393 AH), Al-Sihah Taj al-Lugha wa Sihah
al-‘Arabiyya (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li-al-Malayin, 1407 AH/1987 CE), 4:1402.

* Al-Bagqara, 2:89.

> Al-Baqara, 2:146.

*Ysuf, 12:58.

7 Ibn Mangziir, Lisan al- ‘Arab, 9:239.
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AH/1987 CE), 4:1401.

IAL-A‘raf, 7:46

19A]-Mursalat, 77:1.

" Muhammad, 47:6.

12A1 ‘Imran, 3:104.
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4 Al-Jurjani, ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Zayn al-Sharif (d. 816 AH), Kitab al-Ta ‘rifat (Beirut:

Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya), 1:149.

15 Qala‘ji, Muhammad Rawas, and Hamid Sadiq Qunaybi, Mu jam Lughat al-Fuqaha’ (Beirut: Dar al-

Nafa’is li-al-Tiba‘a wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘, 1408 AH/1988 CE), 1:309.

16 Khilaf, ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Masadir al-Tashri‘ al-Islami fima la Nass fihi (n.p.: Dar al-Qalam li-al-
Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘), 126

Ibn Manziir, Lisan al-‘Arab, 2:316.

13Qala‘ji, Muhammad Rawas, and Hamid Sadiq Qunaybi, Mu jam Lughat al-Fugaha’, 1:300.

19 Amir Badshah, Muhammad Amin ibn Mahmiid al-Bukhari al-Hanafi (d. 972 AH), Taysir al-Tahrir

(Beirut: Dar al-Fikr), 1:317.
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20 Al-Zuhayli, Muhammad Mustafa, Kitab al-Wajiz fi Usil al-Figh al-Islami (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr,
1427 AH/2006 CE.), 1:265.

2 ' Wikipedia Urdu, accessed 30 August 2025.

2Muhaddith, issue 247, 30:71.

ZTbn ‘Abidin, Muhammad Amin Afandi, Nashr al- ‘Urf fi Bina’ Ba‘d al-Ahkam ‘ala al- ‘Urf (Istanbul:
Dar Sa‘adat), 114.
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