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Abstract

Custom (al-"urf) holds a pivotal role as a secondary source in Islamic jurisprudence (ustl al-figh),
serving as a bridge between the timeless principles of Sharia and the evolving realities of human
societies. This research delves into the authority (hujjah) of custom, emphasizing its conditions as
outlined by the usiiliyymn (jurists specializing in legal principles). Drawing from Quranic verses,
such as the command in Surah Al-A'raf to enjoin good customs, and Prophetic traditions
highlighting moral perfection, the study illustrates how Islam selectively integrated pre-Islamic
Arabian customs—retaining those aligned with human nature and divine guidance while
abolishing contradictory ones. The significance of custom lies in its flexibility, enabling Sharia to
adapt to diverse cultural contexts without compromising core tenets, thus facilitating ease in daily
transactions like trade, marriage, and dispute resolution. However, its validity is conditional: it
must be widespread, current at the time of application, and not oppose explicit texts from the
Quran or Sunnah. The paper categorizes custom into verbal/practical, general/specific, and
valid/invalid types, underscoring its role in maintaining societal harmony and legal practicality.
Through a critical analysis of jurists' views, the research demonstrates how custom embodies
Sharia's universality, preventing rigidity and promoting justice in contemporary Muslim societies.
Ultimately, custom reinforces the comprehensive nature of Islamic law, ensuring it remains
relevant across eras and geographies, while safeguarding against cultural excesses that deviate
from ethical norms. This analysis not only clarifies custom's jurisprudential status but also offers
insights for modern legal reforms in Islamic contexts.

Keywords: Custom, Authority, Conditions, Jurists, Sharia, Jurisprudence.
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' Muhammad Amin ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Abidin, Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-
Mukhtar (Bayrut: Dar al-Fikr, 1992), 5:696
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2 Tbn Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Bayrit: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 9:93.
* Ahmad ibn Faris, Mu jam Magqayis al-Lugha (Bayrat: Dar al-Fikr, 1969), 4:218.
* Ibn ‘Abidin, Muhammad Amin ibn ‘Umar, Rasa il Ibn ‘Abidin (Bayrat: Dar al-Fikr, 1972), 2:114.
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5 Al-Jurjani, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad, Kitab al-Ta ‘rifat, tahqiq: Jama‘a min al-‘Ulama’ bi-Ishraf al-
Nashir (Bayriit: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1983), 1:149.
¢ Muhammad Hasan ‘Abd al-Ghaffar, Taysir Usil al-Figh lil-Mubtadi’'tn (Bayriit: Dar al-Fikr, 1980), 3:131.
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Qabhira: Dar al-Yusr, 2011), 1:369.

8 Al-Bagara, 2:233.

? Al-Jassas, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Aba Bakr al-Razi, Ahkam al-Qur’an, tahqiq: Muhammad Sadiq al-
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