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The Signs of the Hour in Hinduism and Their
Comparison with the Islamic Perspective

@M—w}’b}ﬁ.ﬁ\e LQ‘CDLE.@ lj..wj.,\.’s‘,“ bl @ acludl Jab.ibi

vt daove fd NNl ¥
Abstract

Belief in life after death is a fundamental doctrine found in almost all major world
religions. Hinduism, like Islam, pays considerable attention to the destiny of both
the individual and the universe, offering its own eschatological framework about
the end of worldly existence. Hindu scriptures describe the ultimate destruction
of the material world through the concept of Kalpa, which refers to cosmic cycles
of creation and dissolution. Within this framework, time is divided into four
successive ages: Krita Yuga, Treta Yuga, Dvapara Yuga, and Kali Yuga. Each
stage represents a gradual moral and spiritual decline, culminating in the present
Kali Yuga, often identified as an age of corruption, moral decay, and spiritual
darkness. Hindu eschatological texts also describe specific signs that herald the
end times, including natural disasters, social breakdown, and the eventual arrival
of divine intervention. When compared with the Islamic perspective, particularly
the concept of Ashrat al-Sa‘ah (signs of the Hour), significant similarities emerge,
such as moral corruption, social disorder, and cosmic upheavals preceding the
Day of Judgement. However, there are also profound differences, especially in
terms of divine accountability, the resurrection of individuals, and the final
judgment before Allah in Islam. This comparative study highlights these
convergences and divergences, aiming to deepen our understanding of how
different civilizations have interpreted the end of time. The research not only
underscores the universality of eschatological concerns but also contributes to
interfaith dialogue by presenting the Hindu and Islamic perspectives in a critical,
analytical framework.
Keywords: Life after death, Hinduism, Kalpa, End times, Islamic eschatology,
Day of Judgement
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! Daniel, Alain. Hindu Polytheism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1964), 264.
2 Stutley, Margaret, and James Stutley. 4 Dictionary of Hinduism (London: Routledge & Keagan
Paul, 1977), 139.
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4 Badham, Paul, and Linda Badham. Death and Immortality in the Religions of World (St. Paul, MN:
Paragon House, n.d.), 102.
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> Muller, Max, ed. The Laws of Manu: Sacred Books of the East, trans. Julius Jolly (Delhi: Aryan
Books International, 1993), 17.

¢ Chaturvedi, B. K. The Linga Purana (New Delhi: Diamond Pocket Books, 2004), 33.

7 Muller, The Laws of Manu: Sacred Books of the East, 18.

8 Muller, The Laws of Manu: Sacred Books of the East, 18.

° Chaturvedi, The Linga Purana, 34.

10 Muller, The Laws of Manu: Sacred Books of the East, 19.

" Chaturvedi, The Linga Purana, 34.
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12 Al-Biriini, Abt al-Raihan Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Tahqgiq ma li-I-Hind min magiilah magbiilah fi
al-‘aql aw mardhiilah, 1st ed. (Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-‘Uthmanityah, 2003), 320-21;
Chaturvedi, The Linga Purana, 36.

13" The Vishnu Purana, with Dr. Murdoch (Madras: The Christian Literature Society, 1906), 64.

14 Paliwal, B. B. The Message of the Puranas, 1st ed. (New Delhi: Diamond Books, 2006), 252.
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18 Muller, Max, ed. The Bhagvat Gita: Sacred Books of the East, trans. Kashinath Trimbak Telang
(Delhi: Aryan Books International, 1993), 8:387—88.

' Badham and Badham, Death and Immortality in the Religions of World, 101.

20 The Vishnu Purana, 63—64.
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jfr

{47} (2025 paiiu—sidgae3isaall3ialel)

‘lk

==
k>



Y| g4atlly LiyLing Asugotid! 2Ll 3 Aelad! Loy ArMarjan

o I {JONCPSICAVES JE PV [ WECS A W REI T PN PREL DI SO SN PYE PO
Laily cAdlall dllael (e ol L (a5 o9 ¥l s (ye iy o @llall Gl ¥l o) s (aag
oless Jla o L LS Yl cnd oSO ATl SN 10 g paty cuddl e g5l
el prasb @ AV Oapda cpddl pay Aub Slimy Gsiiate Gl (Wbls el
RS9
oy sy Slxllall lglany @ cpddl qag Al Slimy Osimie md e Gollall Ll
& Sall gy Loy cpuizadl oledl | gl Lag «(umgylly duudl 35Ldatl)s)Ldally 19345,
lia @S gl onilsall (oo degazme lia coudy 3> 4id (uady Jboby oSl e o) 15189 @l
oy yalls x2 ais we>lo)l cylas cludll o Jlayll B9l 0sSI1 315 suima O 99 <29
Joedl o 4 Loy Ogpdasg 4l Ogudyaniy wid < SLll ol IMIT 3989 193G (5T l9als (ol
@5 Lually I
el o SLa¥ Laily Aagaadl 2sSI1 Slus¥l sdd (oyans s o3l o @hall oludl T3]
TS e dpis o lgaliey (S Led Oigas «Aidl pllocl coy xS0 Zollall oda G9else
Feliddl 59 I g4z 521y (S
S9! slall ope pMuYl adge (o
9 pasbazdl oy (Kalpa)) LS 4ykas e gin @ oSOl slall e Siumss dwgaidl colS 13)
ey e Samisg lall of ¥ agdl ga8es gy L) Ol A ¥l el sl Slewdd!
Aaliall §585s cqusg debudly s Q1 Lol of ol
Lalasi udg il Y] Ladege wlay Wy (Lpd oy ¥ &l deladl o &iadly oToall ¢ g 3 oDl (510
ol e oo Ay Lo Adyae ) dite (oo ¥ el el oyl sLas¥) (o 5 ol (oldl e
a3 dlgd § 259 LeS

& S ga ) Leda! Ll Yoy die Lale W) J5lalivh ST alidl o2 S6iLd)

41 505 il ne ale ) bl (a5 G0 265 i ) sl de ol cl3le

(B¢ 690l ¥ ol
o e 48y Leblel ol Lelodle o Jmanlly U o Lo lang dele dll (o <l Jgy oy s g
395 Lealaaag 548019 §paall cledally 2elall of deludl ,S3 4l el dule <l o il Jous)
Lol c gy ulog <l s cye ulill ang e call oels S ABLAYL olapll 55T G Lulidl slud Js
OsSI sluacd 3 Lalaan pmmmind nSI1 Sladlall

2 Muller, The Bhagvat Gita: Sacred Books of the East, 8:106-7.
2 Muller, The Bhagvat Gita: Sacred Books of the East, 8:114-15.
25 Al-A ‘raf, 7:187.
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26 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l. Sahih al-Bukhari (Cairo: al-Matba‘ah al-Salafiyah, n.d.), Kitab
al-Iman, Bab Su’al Jibril al-Nabi £, Hadith No. 50, p. 60.
27 Al-Qushayri, Muslim ibn Hajjaj. Sahih Muslim (Nishapar: Dar al-Khilafa’ al- llmiyah, 1330 AH),
Kitab al-Fitan, Bab La taqiimu al-sa‘ah, Hadith No. 7121, p. 1226.

28 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Fitan, Bab La ya’t1 zaman illa wa-lladhi ba‘dahu sharr
minhu, Hadith No. 7068, p. 1219.
2 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Fitan, Bab La ya'ti zaman illa wa-lladhi ba‘dahu sharr
minhu, Hadith No. 6496, p. 1126.
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