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The Background of Jurisprudential Schools and Their
Geographical Limits in the Modern Era: A Research Study
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Abstract

This article aims to present a historical and analytical study of the four major schools of
Islamic jurisprudence, tracing their origins, evolution, and geographical spread across the
Muslim world. The study begins with an overview of the intellectual foundation of Islamic
law established by the Companions of the Prophet (PBUH) and their successors, which
ultimately gave rise to the systematic codification of Islamic jurisprudence in the form of the
Hanafi, Maliki, Shafii, and Hanbali schools. Each of these schools not only developed
distinct methodologies (usul al-figh) and juristic approaches but also became deeply
integrated into the social, cultural, and political fabric of the regions where they flourished.
The article will shed light on the “mother books” that preserved the juristic legacy of each
school and will introduce some of their prominent students who played a vital role in
transmitting and consolidating their traditions. Historical developments will be highlighted
to show how some schools flourished while others gradually disappeared. Furthermore, the
study will examine the presence of these schools in the modern era, analyzing the regions
where they remain dominant today, and how colonial legacies, modern state laws, and
globalization have influenced their status. By presenting both historical and contemporary
perspectives, this paper seeks to provide a comprehensive research-based understanding of
the schools of Islamic jurisprudence. In conclusion, recommendations will be presented to
guide further research and to strengthen the role of these schools in addressing
contemporary legal and social challenges facing the Muslim world.

Keywords: Schools of Thought, Islamic Jurisprudence, Mother Books, Evolution, Modern
Era, Geography
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' Hasani, ‘Allama Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hayy, Nuzhat al-Khawatir wa Bahjat al-Masami®, trans. Maulana
‘Abd al-Salam Nadwt (Lucknow: Nadwat al-‘Ulama’, 1403 AH/1983 CE), 1:69.
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2 Khilaf, Dr. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Tarikh al-Tashri‘ al-Islami, trans. Maulana Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Shakiir Farooqt (Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniyya, 1404 AH/1984 CE), 112.

3-‘Uthm?1ni, Muftt Muhammad Tadqt, Al-Figh al-Islami ki Tarikh wa Irtiga’ (Karachi: Dar al-Isha‘at,
1400 AH/1980 CE), 68.

. Bantiri, Maulana Muhammad Yusuf, Imam A ‘zam Abu Hanifa: Sirat wa Figh (Karachi: Maktaba
Dar al-‘Ulum, 1410 AH/1990 CE), 145.
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i -‘Uthmani, Mufi Muhammad Taqi, Al-Figh al-Islami ki Taritkh wa Irtiga’ (Lahore: Maktaba
Rahmaniyya, 1423 AH/2003 CE), 75.
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6 -Rahmani, Khalid Sayf Allah, Qamiis al-Figh (Karachi: Zamzam Publishers, 1428 AH/2007 CE),

1:378-384.

7 Aslahi, Amin Ahsan, Usiil-e-Figh (Lahore: Idara Tadabbur-e-Qur’an wa Hadith, 1423 AH/2003

CE), 210.

5 Akbarabadi, Sa‘idd Ahmad, Figh-e-Islami ka Ta‘aruf (Delhi: Nadwat al-Musannifin, 1417

AH/1997 CE), 134.
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. Hamidullah, Dr. Muhammad, Tarikh-e-Figh-e-Islami (Lucknow: Majlis Barkat-e-Islami, 1376
AH/1957 CE), 111.

0 Jalandhari, Prof. Muhammad Yunus, Imam Malik aur Figh-e-Maliki (Lahore: Idara Thaqafat-e-
Islami, 1405 AH/1985 CE), 67.

e Nu‘mani, Muhammad Shibli ibn Habib Allah, Tarikh al-Figh al-Islami (Lucknow: Matba*
Nadwat al-‘Ulama’, 1348 AH/1930 CE), 165.
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*0_ Al-Zuhayli, Al-Figh al-Islami wa Adillatuh, 1:36.

2t Ghazi, Dr. Mahmiid Ahmad ibn Muhammad Yusuf Ghazi, Muhadarat-e-Figh, Lecture: Fight
Madhahib ka Ta‘aruf (Lahore: Al-Faisal Nashiran wa Tajiran-e-Kutub, 1425 AH/2005 CE), 57.

*’_ Hamidullah, Dr. Muhammad, Khutbat-e-Bahawalpur (Lahore: Maktaba Ja‘fariyya, 1401 AH/1981
CE), 241.
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"Today the Maliki School is still being practiced...followers are found mostly in
Upper  Egypt,Sudan,North  Africa  (Tunisia,Algeria  and  Morocco), West

Africa(Mali,Nigeria, Chad etc.)and the Arabian Gulf states(Kuwait,Qatar, Bahrain®™
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2 Philips, Bilal, The Evolution of Figh (Kuala Lumpur: A.S. Noordeen, 1410 AH/1989 CE), 72.

**_ Al-Zuhayli, Al-Figh al-Islami wa Adillatuh, 89.

> Ghazi, Muhadarat-e-Figh, 65.

*°_ Abi Zahra, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Mustafa, Tarikh al-Madhahib al-Islamiyya, trans. Prof.
Ghulam Ahmad Harir1 (Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniyya, 1421 AH/2001 CE), 212.
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7. Sayyid Amir ‘Al1 ibn Sayyid Sa‘adat ‘Ali, The Spirit of Islam, trans. Maulvi Wahid al-Zaman
Kairanwt (Lahore: Sheikh Ghulam ‘Al1 and Sons, 1375 AH/1956 CE), 233.

2 Nu‘mani, Muhammad Shibli, Sirat al-Nu ‘man (Delhi: Nadwat al-Musannifin, 1380 AH/1961 CE),
305.

ZQ_GhEZI, Muhadarat-e-Figh, 82.

0 Mawdudi, Sayyid Abu al-A‘la ibn Sayyid Ahmad Hasan, Khilafat wa Muliikiyat (Lahore:
Tarjuman al-Qur’an Publications, 1386 AH/1967 CE), 154.

3 Mubarakpiiri, Abil al-‘As Safi al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd al-Majid ibn Habib Allah Salfi, Al-Rahiq al-
Makhtim (Lahore: Maktaba Salfiyya, 1420 AH/2000 CE), 59.

2. Qamar, Muhammad Munir, 4 imma Arba ‘a aur un ke Fighi Makatib (Lahore: Maktaba Islamiyya,
1424 AH/2004 CE), 278.
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3 Kilani, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar, /Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal aur Figh-e-Hanbalt
(Lahore: Maktaba Quddisiyya, 1416 AH/1996 CE), 191.

s Ghazi, Muhadarat-e-Figh, 83.

35<Mughniyya, Ayatullah Sheikh Muhammad Jawad, Muhddarat fi Tarikh Figh al-Ja ‘fari, trans.
Maulana Taqi Amini (Lucknow: Idara Anwar-e-Hidayat, 1414 AH/1994 CE), 5.
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"Zaydis regard rationalism as more important than Quranic literalism and

historically were quite tolerant towards Shafi'i Sunnism,a religion of about
half of the Yemenis.Most of the world's Zaydis are located in northern Yemen

and Najran, Saudi Arabia’®
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"The largest center of Ibadism is Oman, where the majority of the population
follows Ibadi doctrines.The government also adheres to lbadi principles and

mosques, schools and religious institutions are widely present37
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"Ibadis can be found in some regions of Yemen and Morocco,though these

communities are limited and integrated into the local social structure™
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* ‘Wikipedia, “Zaydism,” last modified August 27, 2025, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zaydism.
Y.Wilkinson, John C., Ibadism: Origins and Early Development in Oman (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1431 AH/2010 CE), 15.

* Hoffman, Valerie J., The Essentials of Ibadr Islam (London: Routledge, 1433 AH/2012 CE), 28.
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