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Qur’anic Manuscript Studies in Pakistan:
Introduction and Critical Analysis
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Abstract

This research article titled “Qur’anic Manuscripts in Pakistan: Introduction and Analysis”
aims to present a comprehensive overview of the Qur’anic manuscripts preserved in
different libraries, seminaries, and archives across Pakistan. The study highlights the
historical significance, linguistic variety, and artistic calligraphy embedded in these
manuscripts, many of which date back several centuries. The research was conducted
through qualitative methods, including direct visits to selected manuscript centers,
document analysis, and critical review of existing literature. Special attention was given to
the preservation methods and cataloguing systems in use, along with the digital archiving
initiatives recently undertaken by various institutions. One of the primary objectives of this
study was to identify the distinctive features of Qur’anic manuscripts in Pakistan, such as
their script style (e.g., Naskh, Nastaliq, Kufic), marginal notes, paper types, and regional
influences. The research also discusses the challenges faced by manuscript preservation
centers, including lack of funds, inadequate technical expertise, and environmental threats.
The findings of this research emphasize the need for national-level efforts toward the
conservation and digitalization of these invaluable Islamic treasures. By analyzing the
physical and linguistic characteristics of selected manuscripts, the study contributes toward a
deeper understanding of Pakistan’s role in the preservation of Qur’anic heritage. This article
will benefit scholars of Islamic studies, librarians, calligraphers, and cultural historians who
are interested in the transmission and safeguarding of the Qur’anic text in South Asia.
Keywords: Qur’anic Manuscripts, Pakistan, Preservation, Calligraphy, Digital Archiving,
Islamic Heritage, Libraries, Quranic Studies
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treasures with the world. It is both a scholarly mission and a spiritual
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26 Iftikhar Siddiqi. Pakistan men Niji ‘[lmi Zakha'ir ka Tahqiqi Mutala ‘ah. Karachi: Majlis al-
Dhakha’ir, 2016.

2" Saminah Tkram. ‘lImi Tadwin: Usil wa Taqazay. Islamabad: Ma 'yari Isha at Ghar, 2020.
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