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Abstract

This research article offers an analytical exploration of the manuscript Kitab al-Talag
authored by Shaykh Abu Sa’id Muhammad Sharf al-Din Dihlawi, a prominent South
Asian scholar of the Ahl al-Hadith tradition. The study highlights his juristic
reasoning and methodological deductions concerning the highly debated issue of
divorce. While the mainstream Ahl al-Hadith school typically regards three divorces
in one sitting as one, Dihlawi diverges from this dominant position and presents an
independent, well-argued view rooted in Qur’anic exegesis, Hadith evaluation,
linguistic analysis, and juristic precedents. The research examines how Dihlawi
critiques certain traditions, assesses their textual and historical dimensions, and
develops a bold interpretative framework that prioritizes contextual and linguistic
evidence. He interprets the Qur’anic verse §glusb myud ol gyrey Uluwld Gy @Mh.ll%»
by emphasizing the sequential nature of divorce rulings and the role of reconciliation
until the third pronouncement. Through his engagement with the principles of
jurisprudence (usul al-figh), rational inquiry, and critical evaluation of earlier jurists,
Dihlawi demonstrates intellectual independence and academic integrity. This article
not only sheds light on an understudied manuscript but also emphasizes the richness
of South Asian Islamic scholarship and its contribution to legal debates. Ultimately,
the study aims to introduce this important text to contemporary scholarship and to
highlight its relevance in addressing ongoing juristic and social discussions
regarding divorce.

Keywords: Manuscript, Divorce, Juristic Reasoning, Sharf al-Din Dihlawi, Ijtihad,
Usul al-Figh
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! Bhatti, Ishaq, Dabistan-i-Hadith (Lahawr: Maktabah Qudiisiyyah, 2008), 226.
2 Nashahri, Tardjim ‘Ulama’-yi Hadith Hind (Delhi: Jid BargT Press, 1938), 1:182.
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¢ Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, A/-Jami ‘ al-Sahih (Biilaq, Egypt: al-Matba‘ah al-Kubra al-Amiriyyah,
1311 AH), Kitab al-Wudii’, Bab Ghusl al-Rijlayn wa la Yamsah ‘ala al-Qadamayn, 1:44, Hadith 163.
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