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Biography of Imam Baghwi and his authorship and
compilation services: an introductory study
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Abstract

Imam al-Baghawi, a distinguished Islamic scholar and exegete, left an indelible mark
on Islamic literature through his notable contributions to Hadith and Tafsir. This
abstract aims to provide an introductory exploration of his life and multifaceted
literary services, shedding light on the profound impact he had on the scholarly
landscape. Imam al-Baghawi's biography is marked by academic excellence and
spiritual devotion. Born in the 11th century in Persia, he embarked on a scholarly
journey that traversed various regions, studying under eminent scholars of his time.
His intellectual prowess and dedication to Islamic knowledge earned him a revered
status among his contemporaries. One of Imam al-Baghawi's seminal works is his
renowned Tafsir, titled "Ma'ariful Qur'an." This comprehensive commentary on the
Quran reflects his deep understanding of the scriptures and his commitment to
elucidating its meanings. The abstract explores the thematic richness and exegetical
methodologies employed by Imam al-Baghawi in this significant Tafsir. Additionally,
Imam al-Baghawi made notable contributions to the field of Hadith. His compilation
"Sharh al-Sunnah" stands as a testament to his meticulous approach in documenting
and elucidating the sayings and actions of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). The abstract delves into the significance of this Hadith compilation and its
impact on the preservation of prophetic traditions. This introductory study aims to
highlight Imam al-Baghawi's profound influence on Islamic scholarship,
emphasizing the enduring value of his literary legacy. It serves as a foundational
exploration, paving the way for further in-depth examinations of his life, scholarly
contributions, and the enduring relevance of his works in contemporary Islamic
studies.

Keywords: Imam al-Baghawi, Hadith, Islamic Scholarship, Literary Legacy.
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! Al-Hijr, 15:9.
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8 Al-Qamar, 54:17.

3 Kaylani, ‘Abd al-Rahman, Taysir al-Qur’an (Lahore: Maktaba al-Salam, 1429 AH), 2:473.

5 Al-Zarkali, Khayr al-Din, 4/-4 ‘lam (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li-al-Malayin, 7th ed., 1406 AH/1986 CE), 2:259.

3 Al-Zarkali, Al-A ‘lam, 2:259.

6 Al-Zarkali, Al-A ‘lam, 2:259.

7 Tbn Khallikan, Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Wafayat al-A ‘yan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 2:136.

& Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubald’ (Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risala), 19:439.

? Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

10° Al-Zarkalt, Khayr al-Din, Al-A lam, 2:259.
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L Al-Zarkali, Khayr al-Din, 4/-A4 ‘lam, 2:259.

12 Al-Hamawi, Abtu ‘Abd Allah Yaqit ibn ‘Abd Allah, Mu jam al-Buldan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1397
AH/1977 CE), 1:468.

13 Al-Subki, Abii Nasr ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Alt, Tabagat al-Shafi iyya al-Kubra (Cairo: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, n.d.), 7:75-76.

14 Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman, Sivar 4 lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

15 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

16 A1-Subki, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Alf, Tabagat al-Shafi ‘ivva, 7:75.

17 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

'8 Ibn ‘Imad al-Hanbali, ‘Abd al-Hayy ibn Ahmad, Shadhardat al-Dhahab (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1433 AH/2012 CE), 4:190.
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19 Al-Dhahabi, Sivar 4 lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.
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20 Tbn Khallikan, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 2:137.
2! Ibn ‘Imad al-Hanbali, Shadharat al-Dhahab, 4:190.

22 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

23| Ibn Khallikan, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 2:136.
24 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-Nubald’, 19:440; Al-Subki, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali, Tabaqat al-

Shafi iyya, 7:76.
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25 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:441.

26 Al-Hamawi, Yaqut ibn ‘Abd Allah, Mu‘am al-Buldan, 1:468; Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-
Nubalad’, 19:441; Al-Subki, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali, Tabagat al-Shafi ‘iyya, 7:77.

2l Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Siyar 4 ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:440.

28 Al-Subki, ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali, Tabagat al-Shafi ‘iyya, 7:75.
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29 Al-Arna’tt, Shu‘ayb, Tahqiq Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’ (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala), 19:440.

30 Tbn Taymiyya, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, Majmii‘ al-Fatawa (Medina: Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd,
1425 AH/2004 CE), 13:385-386.

31 Al-Baghawi, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘td, Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil (Riyadh: Dar Tayyiba, 1409 AH), 1:33.

32 Al-Baghawi, Ma ‘lim al-Tanzil, 1:34.

5 Al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn Sawra, Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi (Jordan: Bayt al-Afkar al-
Dawliyya, n.d.), Kitab al-‘Ilm, Bab ma Ja’a fi al-Istisa’ bi-man Talaba al-‘Ilm, hadith no. 2650.

34 Al-Baghawi, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘td, Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil, 1:24.
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‘Ilmiyya, 1418 AH/1997 CE), 1:78.
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38 Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Siyar A ‘lam al-Nubala’, 19:440.
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AH/1983 CE), 1:29, Mugaddimat al-Muhaqqjigq.
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= Al-Baghawi, al-Husayn ibn Mas‘tud, Sharh al-Sunna, 1:2.
44 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1st ed., 1423
AH/2002 CE), Kitab al-Adab, Bab ‘Alamat al-Hubb f1 Allah, hadith no. 6168.
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