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Abstract

This study critically examines the exegetical methodologies employed by contemporary
scholars in the Indian subcontinent, focusing on their use of the sayings of the Companions
(Sahaba) of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as a source of reasoning in Quranic
exegesis (tafsir). The research explores how modern interpreters integrate the Sahaba’s
statements to elucidate Quranic meanings, addressing theological, legal, and ethical
dimensions. By analyzing key tafsir works, the study identifies distinct approaches, such as
reliance on authentic narrations, contextual interpretation, and reconciliation of divergent
views among the Companions. It highlights the balance between traditional reliance on
hadith and innovative interpretive techniques, reflecting the subcontinent’s diverse
intellectual landscape. The analysis reveals that while some scholars prioritize the Sahaba’s
direct narrations for doctrinal clarity, others employ them to address contemporary issues,
adapting classical methods to modern contexts. Challenges include the verification of
narrations and reconciling conflicting opinions. The study underscores the continued
relevance of the Sahaba’s insights in shaping Islamic thought, offering a framework for
understanding the dynamic interplay between tradition and modernity in Quranic exegesis.
It contributes to the broader discourse on tafsir development in the subcontinent,
emphasizing the role of historical narrations in contemporary Islamic scholarship.
Keywords: Sahaba, Quranic exegesis, contemporary scholars, Indian subcontinent, tafsir
methodologies, Islamic thought
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1Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih (Qahirah: Dar al-Ma‘arif, s.n.), Kitab al-‘Ilm,
Bab Tanawub f1 al-‘Ilm, Hadith raqm 89.

2Abt Zuhrah, Muhammad. Al-Mu‘jizah al-Kubra (Bayrat: Dar al-Fikr al-’Arabi, 1970), sathah 561.

3 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami” al-Sahih, Kitab Fada’il al-Qur’an, Bab al-Qurra” min
Ashab Rasul Allah Salla Allahu “Alayhi wa Sallam, Hadith raqm 5002.

4Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Musnad Ahmad (n.p.: n.p., s.n.), Hadith Rajul min Ashab al-Nabi Salla Allahu
‘Alayhi wa Sallam, Hadith raqm 23482.
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5Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami* al-Sahih, Kitab al-Tafsir, Bab “Yawma yunfakhu fi al-
Sur fata’tina afwajan” [Al-Naba’, 78:18]: Zumaran, (Strat Idha al-Shams Kuwirat).

¢Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Aba Ja’far. Jami‘ al-Bayan (Misr: Dar al-Ma‘arif, s.n.), 27:18.
7Al-Baqgarah, 2:187.

8Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih, Kitab al-Tafsir, Bab “Kula wa ishraba,”
Hadith ragm 4510.

9Al-Kawthar, 108:1.

10Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami* al-Sahih, Kitab al-Tafsir, Bab “Wa man ya‘mal
mithqala dharratin sharran yarah” [Al-Zalzalah, 99:8], Hadith raqm 4965.

HAI-Tirmidhi. Sunan al-Tirmidhi (n.p.: n.p., s.n.), Abwab al-Ahkam ‘an Rastl Allah Salla Allahu
‘Alayhi wa Sallam, Bab ma ja’a fi al-Qadi kayfa yaqdi, Hadith raqm 1327.

12 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih, Kitab al-Tafsir, Tafsir Sarat al-Mursalat, Bab
Qawluhu “Innaha tarmi bi-shararin,” Hadith raqm 4932.

13 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami” al-Sahih, Bab Qawluhu “Ka-annahu jimalatun sufr,”
Hadith ragm 4933.
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14Al-Suyati, Jalal al-Din. Al-Itqan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an (Riyad: Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, 1996), 2:529.

15 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih, Kitab al-Ilm, Bab al-‘Ilm gabla al-Qawl wa
al-“Amal; Kitab al-Wuda’, Bab Wad’ al-Ma’ ‘inda al-Khala’, Hadith raqm 143; Al-Hakim, Mustadrak
al-Hakim, Kitab Ma'rifat al-Sahabah Radi Allahu ‘Anhum, Dhikr “Abd Allah ibn ‘Abbas ibn “Abd al-
Muttalib Radi Allahu ‘Anhuma, Hadith ragm 6280.

16Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din. Al-Itgan fi ‘Uliam al-Qur’an (Qahirah: Al-Hay’a al-Misriya al-'Amma lil-
Kitab, 1974), 4:237.

17Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami’ al-Sahih, Abwab al-Manaqib ‘an Rastl Allah Salla
Allahu “Alayhi wa Sallam, Bab Manaqib Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, wa Zayd ibn Thabit, wa Ubayy, wa Abi
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah Radi Allahu “Anhum, Hadith raqm 3790, 3791.

18Al-Dhahabi. Al-Tafsir wa al-Mufassirin (n.p.: n.p., s.n.), 1:91-93.

19Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, Kitab Fada’il al-Qur’an, Bab al-Qurra” min
Ashab Rasul Allah Salla Allahu “Alayhi wa Sallam, Hadith raqm 5002.
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20Al-Dhahabi. Al-Tafsir wa al-Mufassiriin, 1:87-88.

2Uthmani, Muhammad Taqi. ‘Ulim al-Qur’an (Karachi: Maktaba Dar al-"Ulam, 2008), sathah 340.
22Al-Mazhari, Muhammad Thana’ Allah. Al-Tafsir al-Mazhari (Pakistan: Maktaba al-Rushdiya, 1412 AH), 1:9.
ZAl-Mazhari, Muhammad Thana” Allah. Al-Tafsir al-Mazhari, 1:32-33.
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2Kandhlawi, Muhammad Idris. Ma‘arif al-Qur’an (Lahore: Maktaba Rahmaniya, s.n.), 1:68.

2 Al-Hujurat, 49:13.

2Al-Baqarah, 2:45.

27Uthmani, Muhammad Shafi’, Muftl. Ma“arif al-Qur’an (Karachi: Idarat al-Ma'arif, 2003), 1:220.
2‘Uthmani, Muhammad Shaft’, Mufti. Ma’arif al-Qur’an, 1:237.

YAl-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami’ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Qahirah: Dar al-Kutub al-
Misriya, 1968), 1:430.

30'Uthmani, Muhammad Shaft’, Mufti. Ma’arif al-Qur’an, 1:237.

31Al-Alasi, Mahmid ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Husayni, Shihab al-Din. Rith al-Ma‘ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-
‘Azim wa al-Sab’ al-Mathani (Bayrat: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiya, 1415 AH), 11:37.

32Bulandshahri, ’Ashiq llahi. Anwar al-Bayan (Lahore: Maktaba Mahmudiya, s.n.), 4:177.
33A]-Shu‘ara’, 26:129.
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34Bulandshahri, ’Ashiq llahi. Anwar al-Bayan, 4:35.

% Al-Baqarah, 2:180.

36Ibn Abi Shaybah, Aba Bakr. Al-Musannaf (n.p.: Maktab al-Dirasat wa al-Buhath Dar al-Fikr, s.n.), 7:309.
%Panipati, Thana” Allah. Tafsir Mazhari (Pakistan: Maktaba al-Rushdiya, 1412 AH), 3:197.
38Al-Alasi, Mahmad Afandi. Rih al-Ma’ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-"Azim wa al-Sab’ al-Mathani
(Bayrat: Dar Ihya” al-Turath al-“Arabi, s.n.), 3:25.

% Thanawi, Ashraf ‘Ali. Bayan al-Qur’an, Surat al-Baqarah, 2:259.
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40Al-Baqara, 2:4.
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