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Animal Rights and Methods of Slaughter: A Comparative Study
in the Light of Islamic and Western Laws
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Abstract

The discourse on animal rights and slaughter methods has gained prominence in
contemporary religious, legal, and ethical debates. Islamic teachings, rooted in the Qur’an
and Sunnah, advocate compassion toward animals, emphasizing provision of sustenance,
prevention of cruelty, and humane slaughter practices that minimize suffering, as outlined in
verses like Surah Al-Nahl (16:5-8). These teachings integrate spiritual and ethical dimensions,
positioning humans as stewards responsible for animal welfare. Conversely, Western
frameworks, such as the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and European Union regulations,
prioritize legal and scientific standards, mandating humane treatment, stunning before
slaughter, and welfare-focused practices. This comparative study reveals that both systems
emphasize humane treatment, yet differ significantly in their foundations: Islamic principles
are deeply spiritual, linking animal welfare to divine commandments, while Western laws
focus on regulatory compliance and empirical measures. Despite these differences, both
frameworks converge on promoting responsible human conduct toward animals. The
analysis underscores the need for dialogue to bridge these perspectives, fostering mutual
understanding and enhancing global animal welfare standards.

Keywords: Animal Rights, Islamic Slaughter, Western Laws, Animal Welfare Act, Humane
Treatment, Comparative Study.
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_Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi_, 1407 AH), 3:463.

3Al-Jahiz, Abl ‘Uthman ‘Amr ibn Bahr, Kitab al-Hayawan_ (Beirut: _Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya ,
1424 AH), 1:24.

*Sayyid Qasim Mahmiid, Islami Encyclopaedia (Karachi: Shahkar Book Foundation , n.d.), 829.
SAl-Fayriizabadi, Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub, Al-Qamus al-Muhit (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala li-al-
Tiba‘a wa al-Nashr , 1426 AH/2005 CE), 874.

®Qasim ibn ‘Abd Allah Qunvi, Anis al-Fuqaha’ fi Ta‘rifat al-Alfaz al-Mutadawala bayn al-Fuqaha’
(Beirut: _Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya , 1425 AH/2004 CE), 78.
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Kitab al-Sayd, Bab al-Amr bi-Ihsan al-Dhabh wa al-Qatl, hadith no. 1955.
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hadith no. 1955.
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2Government of Sweden, Animal Welfare Act (2018:1192) (Sweden: Ministry of Enterprise and
Innovation_, 2018).

2 Anil, M. H., T. Yesildere, H. Aksu, et al., “Comparison of Religious Slaughter of Sheep with
Methods That Include Preslaughter Stunning, and the Lack of Differences in Exsanguination, Packed
Cell Volume and Meat Quality Parameters,” Animal Welfare 13 (2004): 387-392.
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24 Yardimei, M., “Comparison of the Stunning and Non-Stunning Slaughtering Methods in the Light of the
Current Knowledge,” Journal of Veterinary and Animal Research 2, no. 3 (2019): Article 302.
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