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Abstract

This study examines the perspectives of selected modern Muslim scholars on the Islamic
legal punishment of rajam (stoning to death) for married adulterers. Traditionally, rajam is
recognized as a fixed (hadd) punishment, supported by all four major Islamic jurisprudential
schools, based on the Sunnah and a Qur’anic verse with abrogated recitation but retained
ruling (manstkh al-tilawah dan al-hukm). However, contemporary scholars like Maulana
Amin Ahsan Islahi, Javed Ahmad Ghamidi, and Shaykh Aba Zahrah challenge its divine
mandate, arguing rajam is a discretionary (ta‘zir) punishment for habitual offenders,
supported by weaker solitary reports (khabar al-wahid). They advocate that the Qur’anic
punishment of one hundred lashes applies universally to adultery cases. This paper critically
evaluates these views against classical Islamic jurisprudence, Qur’anic principles, Hadith
evidence, and historical practices of the Prophet (¥) and the Rightly Guided Caliphs. It
establishes that rajam is firmly rooted in mutawatir (mass-transmitted) Hadith and
consistently applied in early Islamic history. The claim that rajam falls under the Qur’anic
punishment for hirabah lacks textual or historical backing. The study concludes that rajam is
a divinely ordained punishment, upheld by prophetic practice and scholarly consensus, and
its rejection contradicts primary Islamic legal sources.

Keywords: Islamic Law, Punishment, Sunnah, Modern Thinkers, Hadd, Naskh
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Ibn Maja, Muhammad ibn Yazid, A/-Sunan (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1419 AH/1998 CE), Kitab al-
Zuhd, Bab al-Haya’, hadith no. 4182.
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2 Al-Zuhayli, Wahba ibn Mustafa, A/-Figh al-Islami wa Adillatuhu (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1429 AH/2008
CE), 7:5364.

> Ibn Faris, Mugqayrts al-Lugha (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1399 AH/1979 CE), 2:4; Ibn Sayyida, Abi al-Hasan ‘Al
ibn Isma‘ll, AI-Muhkam wa al-Muhit al-A zam (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1421 AH/2000 CE),
2:507; Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada Husayni, 7aj al- ‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamis (Kuwait: Wizarat al-

A Irshad wa al-Anba’, 1422 AH/2001 CE), 8:6.

Al-Kasani, ‘Ala’ al-Din Aba Bakr ibn Mas‘td, Bada’i  al-Sana’i* fi Tartib al-Shara’i* (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Tlmiyya, 1328 AH), 7:33.
> Al-Kasani, Bada'i* al-Sand’i*, 7:33.

6 Al-Kasani, Bada'i‘ al-Sand’i*, 7:33.

7 Tbn ¢Abidin, Muhammad Amin, Hashiyat Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar (Cairo: Shirkat Maktaba
wa Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabt wa Awladuhu, 1386 AH/1966 CE), 4:3.

8 Sa‘di Aba Jayb, Mawsii ‘at al-Ijma° fi al-Figh al-Islami (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1432 AH/2011 CE), 10-18.

? ‘Uthmani, Muftt Muhammad Shaft‘, Rajm ki SharT Haythiyyat (Karachi: Maktaba Bayyinat ‘Allama

0 Baniirt Town, n.d.), 3.

Ibn Nujaym, Zayn al-Din ibn Ibrahim ibn Muhammad, A/-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqd’ig (Cairo:
Dar al-Kitab al-Islam1, 1420 AH/1999 CE), 5:11.
Ibn Rushd, Abtu al-Walid Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Bidayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihdyat al-Mugtasid (Cairo: Dar
al-Hadtth, 1425 AH/2004 CE), 4:219.
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12 Al-Shafi‘t, Muhammad ibn Idris, 4/-Umm (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1403 AH/1983 CE), 6:167.

13" Al-Bukhari, Abdi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami‘ al-Sahih (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya,
%gl%é AH/2000 CE), Kitab al-Jana’iz, Bab al-Salat ‘ala al-Jana’iz bi-al-Musalla wa al-Masjid, hadith no.

4" Tbn Qudama, Abii Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Maqdist, AI-Mughni fi Figh al-Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal (Saudi Arabia: Maktabat al-Sawadi li-al-Tawzi‘, 1421 AH/2000 CE), 433.

15" Al-Zuhayli, Al-Figh al-Islami wa Adillatuhu, 7:382-367.

1 1bn Rushd, Bidayat al-Mujtahid, 4:222; Tbn al-Humam, Kamal al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid,
Sharh Fath al-Qadir ‘ald al-Hidaya (Cairo: Maktaba Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi wa Awladuhu, 1389
AH/1970 CE), 5:218.

'7" Ton al-Humam, Fath al-Qadir, 4:223.

'3 Ibn al-Humam, Fath al-Qadir, 5:217.

19 Al-Qur’an, al-Nisa’, 4:25.

20 Abi Zahra, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Zahrat al-Tafasir (Cairo: Dar al-Fikr al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 10:5142.
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21 Abi Zahra, Zahrat al-Tafasir, 10:5139-5140.

22 Abi Zahra, Zahrat al-Tafasir, 10:5139.

23 Abll Zahra, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, Al-Jarima wa al- Ugiba fi al-Figh al-Islami (Cairo: Dar al-Fikr al-
‘Arabi, n.d.), 93.
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24 Islahi, Amin Ahsan, Tadabbur-i-Qur’an (Lahore: Faran Foundation, 1430 AH/2009 CE), 5:367.
25 Islahi, Tadabbur-i-Qur’an, 5:368.
26 Islahi, Tadabbur-i-Qur’an, 2:506.
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27 Ghamidt, Jawid Ahmad, Mizan (Lahore: Al-Mawrid, Fine Printers, April 2022), 614.

28 Kitab Mugaddas (Lahore: Geo Link Resources Consultants, 2nd ed., 2015), Kitab Ahbar, 20:10, 174-175.
2% Kitab Muqaddas, Istithna’, 22, 275.

30 Kitab Muqaddas, Yashii, 7, 307-308.

3 Kitab Muqaddas, Injil Mattr, Chapter 5, verses 17-19, 1314.
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Al-Qur’an, al-Nisa’, 4:15-16.
Sadiist, Abli Khattab Qatada ibn Di‘ama al-Basri, AI-Nasikh wa al-Mansiukh (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala,
1418 AH/1998 CE), 39; Ibn Kathir, Abii al-Fida’ Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1419 AH), 2:204.

Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim (Riyadh: Dar al-Salam, 1436 AH/2015 CE), Kitab al-Hudud, Bab
Hadd al-Zina, hadith no. 1690.
Al-Qur’an, al-Nr, 24:2.

(728) #2025 & h=5232 L20AE 3 Mo



S § 4 E QAT S P st AL oo e
:fénd)t,{/:i’:,‘}L’?cc;wf»/dafafd’

R EA TIPS ER el Tl [EC IR ESUCA TS AR ot PSS S 5k ERCA TS

Sl e S UM SE //?MJ“( S S et s poii$E05 2

b/ 5,4,,5fu5’ Itefs
AL Aipp S e b S FHRIIL i F 17 L5 Stz iy FacT
Es Ve L Lo v fES oA & it e PR VST g TS TS ot S L LSS
JES zﬁjgfj’guﬁ&:ﬁ S A A S Wls 5 Uk e S S0 £
A L T S S LB S L5 o\ S P S5 St s o G 2
& F =l Jﬁf‘i‘f%ﬁ 5;961 LS S Doyt est K(’w’&ifﬁ%‘f ST Z_/ﬁ/
Jy (,LzMui‘/&?'(*‘ M /.:u’léjgf(l,lp{é:é_./ b Sl § e o Led il e osfocir®
Sl

0L 448 wlel ¥ Las e g 35 g Ligdlige sl LaSi eyl 21 0 (e A5 alid Log L 3

_‘g@gf&u;gu9@#quwfuf.su?»‘uJ/KufuJ«/?/m
U o ez Sl L SIS PP s a8 & Sk P, P 5T
et S =G PR U1eE L e B 368 A @it g T S ol it P o e e
S ettt S b e K7 ‘Lu»uyéﬁﬂju%@gf L™ et ol
TS5 S F b QU P T e S U e e3P S o s
el LT pan Al = Lt sl e eatr L2 G L(E mS Bes g
SE I S GIE AL st $AE el Sm i P LS GAL e v S e
SUALARE T Sl LU b v\ LB i)

! il oty ale coyadstilonl iyl (deg lilesyd @aillgadslilol dll SliSoLeSiy (uasy

0 Lgazyd il Lgale 1058 Lgammyld I B pel e 02ld

36 Anas ibn Malik, A/-Muwatta’ (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1406 AH/1985 CE), 2:824, hadith no.

9.
Qayrawani, Yahya ibn Salam al-Taymi, Tafsir Yahya ibn Salam (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1425
AH/2004 CE), 1:424.
Al-Bukhart, Al-Jami al-Sahih, Kitab al-Muharibin, Bab al-1°tiraf bi-al-Zina, hadith no. 6829.
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