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Abstract

Blasphemy and desecration of sacred entities are universally regarded as serious
offenses in religious, cultural, and legal contexts. In Islamic jurisprudence,
blasphemy is considered a grave, unforgivable crime, with severe punishments
intended to preserve the sanctity of faith, protect religious sentiments, and uphold
moral order. Similar prohibitions exist in Judaism, Christianity, Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Sikhism, where insults against sacred texts, figures, or rituals are
strictly condemned. While Islamic law prescribes stringent punishments for
blasphemy, it simultaneously emphasizes justice, fairness, and the avoidance of
wrongful conviction by requiring clear evidence and genuine intent. In Pakistan and
several Muslim-majority countries, blasphemy laws are embedded within penal
codes with severe penalties, including capital punishment. In contrast, many Western
countries prioritize freedom of expression, limiting or abolishing blasphemy-related
laws, though some maintain hate-speech regulations to prevent incitement of
violence. International organizations, such as the United Nations, highlight the
balance between religious tolerance and freedom of expression, encouraging states to
enact measures against hate speech without undermining fundamental rights. The
study concludes that while blasphemy laws differ across nations and faith traditions,
their underlying purpose is to safeguard religious dignity, promote peace, and
prevent social unrest. Nevertheless, their application demands extreme caution,
adherence to due process, and moral responsibility to ensure justice and interfaith
harmony in a globalized world.

Keywords: Blasphemy, Sacred Entities, Islamic Jurisprudence, Religious Laws,
Freedom of Expression, Interfaith Harmony
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! Az-Zabidi, Murtada. T3j al-‘Arlis min Jawahir al-Qamds. Edited by Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-
Razzaq al-Husayni. Beirut: Dar al-Hidaya, 1411 AH/1990, 16: 358.
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2, Ahbar, 16:24. [Presumed biblical reference; possibly Acts 16:24, but clarification needed due to non-standard
citation format].

3 Ahd-é-Nama Atéeq, Khurdoj, 28:22. [Presumed biblical reference; possibly Exodus 28:22 in Urdu translation,
but clarification needed due to non-standard citation format].
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(Penal Law) 1977496 3127 -1

Israel's Penal Code, Section 170, prohibits a person from
knowingly insulting a religion or the sanctity of its adherents, if it
threatens to cause public unrest. Punishment: The offense is
punishable by up to three years in prison, but the law is rarely
enforced®

Luﬁg%zuf/ﬁuw"’:&/f%t/&v Sl U170 5500056 (e 26 1 -1
Jbﬂdf/,:(iuﬂ:l‘/-noﬁKLM!{@(}"I,Quﬁ(!fgu“!/fl:g/uj;d/c«l/ﬁfJUJ/%[:
e b B b e S5

e I AP G172
Freedom of expression is highly protected in Israel, and courts often dismiss
blasphemy cases unless it threatens direct violence or public unrest. Courts

generally refrain from interfering with art, politics, and the media on charges
of blasphemy.”
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4 Salateen, 14:21. [Presumed biblical reference; possibly Kings (1 or 2 Kings) 14:21, but clarification needed
due to non-standard citation format].

3. Safar-e-Khurooj, 28:22. [Presumed biblical reference; possibly Exodus 28:22 in Urdu translation, but

clarification needed due to non-standard citation format].
6, Aran, Gidian, Hashim, Khalil. Blasphemy in Past and Present Israel. Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1428 AH/2007, 233

7. Novak, David. The Law of Blasphemy. Washington, DC: Law Library of Congress, 1425 AH/2004, 123.
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Religious matters in Israel are sometimes governed by Jewish Shariah law
(Halakha), but these laws mostly fall under the jurisdiction of rabbis and
religious courts and are not part of state law. However, administrative
penalties may be imposed in cases of desecration of certain holy sites or

offending religious sentiments, especially if it is at holy sites such as the
Western Wall or holy Jewish tombs.8
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Christendom's concept of blasphemy derived from the Mosaic

injunction of exodus which 22:28 declares, you shall not revile
God?

zg_lndﬁcfuui(wtzkdrapjrfj(( Blasphemy) LIS T
LS a3 at e S S TS A T s F U

8 Aran, Gidian, Hashim, Khalil. Blasphemy in Past and Present Israel. Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1428 AH/2007, 220.
“Thomson Gale. Encyclopedia of Religion. 2nd ed. New York: Thomson Gale, 1421 AH/2000, 2: 970.
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Anyone who insults religion or its sanctities can be fined up to
25,000 euros or imprisoned??

e L LA 2K 9250005 Ltsd S TSl £ i
(1937)u’ TL sl 7 ‘.Lt'/(/){f’/JM&’V&’V&:’/&LCJ.Z:)’/’J/Z:"Blasphemy"u}jb,-/
_‘Ld/@,‘s‘/uyu?,zﬁéafu/.{! u:w/:‘au(dmjm}/d;m Srilh
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It states that the state has an obligation to ensure respect for
religion and prevent any blasphemous content or activity.!3

L o T I E M eSS s g il L
AL GRLNGIF J2018 e dio Ut Fea b bl § it LSV Ui § it Ut 2 5T
E TS LS i U3 6 e Lo £ ritd P U T Ubwz £t iU
LN Ll ir et e 2 s
Sel i ptief £ Common Law Blasphemy Ut Blaspheny Act of 1697 &£t b
Br e bp b LU T8 2o )Lt Sl SIS et Bt 2

10 Inj1l-i Matti, 12:31. [Presumed biblical reference; Gospel of Matthew 12:31 in Urdu translation].
11, Romiy®on, 1:30. [Presumed biblical reference; Romans 1:30 in Urdu translation

2Defamation Act (2009). n.p.: n.p., 1430 AH/2009, 78.
BDefamation Act (2009), 44.
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Criminal Justice &« /7 ¥ Blasphemous Libel s Blasphemy i b.«J42008
(f’jrz/% P2 ;jj?ui‘glb/,.,tfna.,lb/KJ?:JTu:Jféﬁéand Immigration Act 2008
dedur
113 £ (Hate Speech) 465 1= 73,
S L s i i 2 2 15 4uui‘:;w/,fwénfj L L 35 w.;f!
wZLuéiiuf (Hate Speech) ¢ Fle Y
* Public Order Act 1986 - This law criminalizes religious or racially hateful
statements, content, or behavior.
* Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 - Under this law, serious hate speech

against any religion can be an offence, provided it is intended to incite violence
or hatred.™

-‘lem/"(z/ugugoircgtgjﬁaﬁ&’%zuideublic Order Act 1986—  »

e Pl il = L6 1Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006—

_nl},:ln/c«ﬂg)ﬁﬁ”(u!,.gﬂchfcnfif,g@

rad g Pal1F Ll ir e i
In Canada, the law of blasphemy was included in section 296 of the Criminal
Code of Canada. It made insulting any religion a punishable offence,
punishable by up to two years in prison. However, the law was rarely enforced

in practice, and the last time an individual was prosecuted under the law was
in 1930.15

5 £ Criminal Code of Canada ¢#6¢ (Blasphemy) =\ ¢t i
Eensd F p Lol 21 5 S i f 523 L3 e U2296
J!/?;/'JM;'T/,':u?t"lggﬁfnfm;tu'@/?/kf4ujcu'"ﬂr_f3ctgd;vfgfg
B sU 193000 eF L sl

UIE26
In 2018, the Government of Canada repealed several outdated and ineffective
Criminal Code laws under Bill C-51, including the blasphemy law (section

296). The law was deemed to be against the right to "freedom of expression"
and Parliament decided to repeal it.16

14, Webster, Richard. The Law of Blasphemy. Woodbury, MN: Llewellyn Publications, 1421 AH/2000, 145.
15, David. Blasphemy and Freedom of Expression in Canada. London: United Society for Christian Literature,
1396 AH/1975, 198.

16, Jethar, Robert. Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom. Canada: Irwin Law Inc., 1430 AH/2009, 333.
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33 4 mi &L Criminal Code <% £ Bill C-51 Ler® §154 #2018
L AEIGUT I -6 JEE 296 YITE it P el s/ (’ 4l
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LI P E
Under the Criminal Code of Canada (Section 319), it is a punishable offense to

make hate speech against, encourage harm to, or incite violence against, any
religious groupl”

A foble S gaif §=32G 1962)Criminal Code of Canada
e P A FFUI 48 316 s S S 1S
rad g Pt Ll st td LG 2
(Strafgesetzbuc - WSS z/?/)’u’;g.dj 5O (Blasphemy) «\-4 19 a3 2
_‘degﬁd’f‘fu!%?J/Gfu?,zu“)?d_ujféuguﬁ166‘f~CLStGB)
(Blasphenty Laws)ezidL £ il 6625 (StGB) -3/ F<S /' 2

*  Whoever publicly insults the deity, tenets, or religious practices of any religion or
belief system with the intention of endangering public peace, shall be punished
with imprisonment for up to three years or with fine.

* If a person publicly desecrates the rites or sacred objects of a religious or
ideological community and may threaten public peace, he may also be punished
with imprisonment for a term up to three years or with fine.18

u!‘Lt‘/uﬁ/?/)’d!fd/rr/u?}gcuﬂﬂlux"”é (belief system) gﬁégﬁg%iﬁu‘f@/ﬁ .
e LA AR I et it S0 Hon a6

SIS St S F 7 b §1F SUs g U bt s S 6L F szw/.u/u"d/ﬁ .
e w2 S FI e T (P

PR o e ol $lor FE Ll T sl U B el et T el § o s S
i SUIrI i 2 sl St b et o S b o6 s 7 A o (F A sl 5
e b W e Leon i e Gkl S Qbssn (71 Z s A

17, Moon, Richard. “Hate Speech Laws in Canada.” Florida State University Law Review (1429 AH/2008): 89.
18 Bohlander, Michael. German Criminal Code Strafgesetzbuch-stab. Germany: German University Law Press,
1430 AH/2009, 77.
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