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Abstract
Identity is one of the most fundamental concepts in the existence and survival of
nations, and it represents the collective consciousness of people across historical,
cultural, linguistic, and national dimensions. In the Palestinian context, identity has
faced unique challenges due to colonial and settler projects that aimed not only at
occupying the land but also at erasing memory and distorting national
consciousness. This paper explores the theme of identity and self-assertion in the
novels of Bushra Abu Sharar, whose literary works highlight the resistance of
Palestinians against colonial erasure and emphasize their determination to preserve
cultural and national belonging. Through her characters and narratives, Abu Sharar
depicts the struggles of individuals and communities as they negotiate their sense of
self under the weight of oppression and displacement. The study examines how
identity in her novels is not a static attribute but a dynamic process shaped by
struggle, resilience, and interaction with colonial realities. It also illustrates the role
of memory, heritage, and resistance in strengthening the Palestinian identity, turning
literature into a weapon of survival and cultural continuity. The research argues that
Bushra Abu Sharar’s narratives provide a profound literary testimony of Palestinian
endurance, affirming that identity emerges stronger in the face of denial, and that the
assertion of the self is inseparable from the collective struggle for freedom and
existence.
Keywords: Identity, Colonialism, Palestinian Literature, Resistance, Memory,
Bushra Abu Sharar
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2 Iqgbal, Muhammad, Kulliyyat Igbal, Nazm: Shama‘ wa Sha ‘ir, Majmii‘a Bang-e-Dara (Lahawr:
Zahid Bashir Printers, 2012 CE), 101.

3 -Al-Jurjani, al-Sharif, A/-Ta rifat, ed. Ibrahim al-Abyar (Bayrut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1998 CE),
137-138; Amartya Sen, AI-Huwiyya wa al- ‘Unf: Wahm al-Masir al-Hatmi (Kuwait: Silsilat ‘Alam al-
Ma'‘rifa, Issue 352, June 2008 CE).

4 -Ibtisam Iskafi, Al-Huwiyya al-Wataniyya al-Filastiniyya fi Zill al-‘Awlama, Bahth fi Ta‘yir al-
Ahwal wa al-‘Alagat (al-Quds: n.p., 2013 CE), 31-32.

5 -Ibn Manztr, Muhammad ibn Mukarram (Abi al-Fadl Jamal al-Din), Lisan al-‘Arab, madda
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Huwiyya wa al-Mugawama wa al-Qaniin al-Duwali, vol. 1 (Doha: al-Markaz al-‘Arab1 lil-Abhath wa
Dirasat al-Siyasat, 2015 CE), 3.
8 -Al-Kahlut, Asma, Tahjir al-Filastiniyyin, Siyasat Qadima Jadida lil-Ihtilal (Gaza: Taqrir al-Bayan,

29 July 2019 CE), accessed 29 July 2019, 12:51 AM, https://wwwalbayanae/one-world/arabs/2019-
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9 Al-Kahlut, Asma, Tahjir al-Filastiniyyin, accessed 29 July 2019, 12:51
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Huwiyya (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 108.
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18 _Raj Faisal, Qadaya Filastiniyya, 25.

n =% (125) #2025« 72~} 4203l

™

i

X
s
A
]



Syt gl Gy sl gy (8 ol £ slaaiaa¥l Ul 3 I L 5 gl por

LLs ‘3 Slos! Cdids A8y (il Lood ceOgdg @ y3 censlmalyg ailo b .ol oud...
e JMg cuig dlay oro Jroid ) ool L 1S bl e ol cola CaS .. Cj)."

st il il e ge IS e ola ¢ Jelll 8 (e (g5 aSGY

dpilad Loy ¢ guontdll aymell gulaadall mallall clay] (e ity cnlasdd Jal s5aim (Aslo N L Hguas
ol Glades JSha ) Lbomiy (Lpysie aeddy L] Ao oo Dlelie (o AS,LAU il clls
e Blasdl Ja o utdiy JLe S (g 0F doy 4 Lpoms CaShy ol 940 paey 2)leo umse 48
sl sy peddll oF 2601 Jsdss Alaall s5ell meliar dudins adese (oaall uadlals Ause
Lga (p el celowdly (2, sue g8 Auluall clls iy of Jol> ed Aulaally @Ml 150, (35S
aezl @dladl @ cnalenelly Otlaseld Ja¥ Luga piay aily (enall A8lye (e Lpaas LLS § LS i euall
ool e Aida wdall &g Mg Aulaall clls £33 150 (re IS dilly . mlo5l LS (3 (entall el (s Cogmmy
e s gl as¥ Galllse dul3s caslobug o)l puaall LAy oST9 ooyl cumay e 35 iy ad
ez o ol e onladd Jal sylaziy ) yzmall cld Gl 4y ASHLL daa ) sda A8lcy Jlex
Obsll (was dl Bagally dyxll y=d

I s cpdaaadd Jal Giaay a8 4l Jlg aiad J) 5oldy Hld o0l 65dn AslST sl t ts,Lal)
P Loy Sonbauad ) Jazmll G BW lpe Hagee diwd ) dums Jlaadl Tda oF el Vg S Giguiad!
S Cnlaadd (o)1 e Lasgag elay] (8 A guquad! Wgdl Leais (&1 desliwd)

S8l 7l emid” Aasz dd) olad e Joa5 Eoa "lad sleel” Bylgy & il sl e sl il
55 gl sy Ol ey @ LBase dumy by iyl ) B Dk £lea (855 ede e
OLasl e By3line g oy zlasdl e e Sl laslad L Jes ol paias L Aalis Aakais )
SbrS zhwn Axiws Gollly A=l woys Slyloly el el ey Ladw Jaky eyl
ol oladl lasen ozl il gl Branie oyl Braniis o Cuaid Bl g A
REBIP A RTLrVE S

s (909 Ampun (ovd)l9 Aminn GudsS zluall 5y e Bgs ol L guat (&) SudsS Couwuxs
Sl 31 Jes ol goian . dude My Lga o mupal o ¢ Blan zliw L84 . Auye Las O
20 g atl) Lpke &30 cna 2akaiS Lo obslls asasdl e byl

Com el (ol O Gigpall I g Jolad 10Slay cdilog (550 1S (gulawdall (lolslls
Ol b cady Auga Db by

sl oal Lage Lxlide OIS 3] casastly (ool ilea Gloyll Osasall @ Oli5e Oliaie Lia 59
zol eaiadl $o5elle  Ligrall Jimll 3lby coes oyl (ayl (& sea¥l 4] i Loy Buipladall
Lol T 1oy 0801 byl L sy 45Blidly casga Lot aie Glls 3lhsly lallay Jammss « o 30 0L
Agag (bog (ol cumbio mels ldly ayaselly LTI sda Jix| L] 2aadl sda ) il ¥ 451 3=l

_Diira (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 195.
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21 _Bushra Abi Sharrar, Mugarabat Naqdiyya fi Riwayat Bushra Abii Sharrar, 43.

22_Al-Dabbagh, Mustafa Murad, Mawsii ‘at Biladna Filastin (Kafr Qar‘: Dar al-Huda, 1991 CE),
5:195.

2 _Group of Authors, AlI-Mawsii ‘a al-‘Arabiyya al- ‘Alamiyya (al-Riyad: Mu’assasat al-A ‘mal al-
Mawsii‘a lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzi‘, 1999 CE), 160.

24 _Telephone conversation with the author, Bushra Abii Sharrar, 22 September 2021 CE, confirming

her birthdate as 9 April 1958 CE.
25 .Muhammad Khalid Mahmud Qanan, Al-Makan wa Dalalatuhu fi Riwayat Bushra Abii
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Sharrar (Gaza: Jami‘at al-Azhar, 2016 CE), 17.
% _Telephone conversation with the author, Bushra Abi Sharrar, 22 September 2021 CE.

27 _Al-Buji, Muhammad Bakr, Al-Tajriba al-Adabiyya al-‘Arabiyya fi Filastin wa Shahadat
Adabiyya (Gaza: Maktabat wa Matba“‘at al-Talib, 2014 CE), 99.
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28_Al-Baj1, Muhammad Bakr, A/-Tajriba al-Adabiyya, 6.
2 _Telephone conversation with the author, Bushra Aba Sharrar, 9 December 2022 CE.
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30_Telephone conversation with the author, Bushra Abu Sharrar, 9 December 2022 CE.
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