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Abstract

This study explores the artistic and analytical development of prose in Andalusian
literature, tracing its evolution from early imitative forms influenced by Eastern
Arabic traditions to its mature, independent expression. In its initial stages,
Andalusian prose was largely characterized by rhetorical sermons, political speeches,
and formal correspondence, reflecting the styles of the Abbasid era. However, as
Andalusian culture flourished, prose gained unique artistic features and a distinctly
local voice. Literary epistles became a platform for creativity, while philosophical
and scientific writings by figures like Ibn Tufayl and Ibn Rushd introduced deep
intellectual discourse. The study highlights the rise of ornate literary prose in the
works of writers such as Ibn Hazm, Ibn Shahid, and Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib,
where stylistic devices like saj’ (rhymed prose), parallelism, and rhetorical imagery
reached their peak. Through a detailed analysis, the research underscores the
aesthetic, intellectual, and structural advancements of Andalusian prose and its
enduring impact on Arabic literary tradition. This research paper provides a
comprehensive artistic and analytical study of the development of prose in
Andalusian literature from its early foundations to its peak maturity. The study
begins by examining how early Andalusian prose was heavily influenced by the
Abbasid style, particularly in forms such as official letters, religious sermons, and
political speeches. These forms adhered closely to the traditional Arabic rhetorical
and stylistic models, mirroring the cultural and literary dominance of the East.As
Andalusian society evolved, a distinct literary identity emerged, and with it, prose
writing began to reflect the intellectual, social, and aesthetic dynamics of the region.
The study analyzes how prose diversified into various genres, including literary
epistles, philosophical discourse, historical writing, and narrative allegory. Notable
figures such as Ibn Hazm, Ibn Shahid, Ibn Tufayl, Ibn Rushd, and Lisan al-Din Ibn
al-Khatib are examined as representative voices of this development. Their writings
demonstrate a sophisticated command of language, a deep philosophical and
cultural awareness, and a refined use of stylistic devices such as saj‘ (rhymed prose),
parallel structure, imagery, and symbolism.

Keywords: Andalusian prose, Arabic literature, Literary development, Artistic
expression, Analytical study, Literary aesthetics, Rhetorical beauty, Stylistic features.
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