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The Existence of Quranic Readings During the
Prophetic and Companions' Era: An Analytical Study
of Historical and Contemporary Relevance
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Abstract

This research articale explores the historical existence of Quranic readings
(Qira’at) during the time of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his companions,
focusing on how these readings were taught, preserved, and transmitted. The
study investigates the significance of these diverse recitations, revealed to the
Prophet (¥) through the angel Jibreel, and their relevance in the era of the
companions. By analyzing key prophetic traditions (Ahadith) and scholarly
interpretations, the paper clarifies the divine purpose behind these variations,
emphasizing that they aimed to facilitate ease for the diverse linguistic capacities
of the early Muslim community. Moreover, the research reflects on the ongoing
significance of these Quranic readings in contemporary Islamic scholarship and
practice, asserting their validity and continued relevance. The study also
addresses modern challenges and misconceptions regarding Quranic recitations,
reaffirming their preservation as a divine mandate.

Keywords: Quranic readings, Qira’at, Prophetic era, Sahaba, Quranic
preservation, Sab‘a Ahruf, Islamic scholarship, Quranic recitations
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(1) Al-Najm 53:3

(2) Al-Qiyamah 16-19

(3)Al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH), Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar min Umir
Rasiil Allah # wa-Sunanihi wa-Ayyamihi, (Riyad: Dar al-Salam li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi', 3rd edition, 1421
AH/2000 CE), hadith no: 4991.
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(4)Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-NaysaburT (d. 261 AH), Sahih Muslim, (Bayrut: Dar al-Ihya’, 1374
AH/1955 CE), hadith no: 820-821.

(5)al-Bukhart (d. 256 AH), Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sakik al-Mukhtasar min Umar
Rasil Allzh # wa-Sunanihi wa-Ayyamihi, (Riyad: Dar al-Salam li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, 3rd edition, 1421
AH/2000 CE), hadith no: 2419, 5041
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(6)Al-Nawawi, Yahya ibn Sharaf, al-Minhaj fi Sharh Sahih Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, (Cairo: Dar al-Salam li-al-
Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, 1421 AH/2019 CE), 40/6.

(7)Al-‘Asqgalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bar1 Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Bayrit: Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, 1379
AH), 11:3.
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(8) Al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahth al-Bukhari, 11:3.

(9) Al-Nasa’'i, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb ibn ‘Alf al-Khurasani, Sunan al-Nasa 7, (Riyad: Dar
al-Salam li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi', n.d.), hadith no: 941.

(10) Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysabiiri, Sakth Muslim, (Bayrat: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1374
AH/1955 CE), hadith no: 821.
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(11)Al-Nawawi, Shark Sahih Muslim, 6/344.
(12)Al-Nawawi, Shar/ Sakik Muslim, 820.
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(13)Al-Nasa’1, Sunan al-Nasa'1.(941)

(14)Ibn Jarir al-Tabart (d. 310 AH), Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Yazid al-Tabar1, Jami* al-Bayan ‘an
Ta 'wil Ay al-Qur’an, (Bayriit: Dar Hajar), 1: 21.

(15)Al-Nawawi, Shark Sahih Muslim, 6/343.
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(16)Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Ansari al-Qurtubi, Abii ‘Abd Allah, al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Bayrut:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 2006 CE), 1: 49.

(17)Al-Nawawi, Shark Sahih Muslim, 6/343.

(18)Al-Nawawi, Shar/ Sakih Muslim, 821.

(19)Al-Nasa’1, Sunan al-Nasa 7, hadith no: 941.
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