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Religious and Contemporary Importance of Women’s Education and
Its Social and Cultural Impacts: A Research and Analytical Study in
the Light of Islamic Teachings
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Abstract

Education is the cornerstone of societal progress and prosperity, and the
advancement of any nation is incomplete without the equal participation of women
in education. Women, being the foundation of civilization, play a decisive role in
shaping the moral, intellectual, and social fabric of society. Islam, from its very
inception, granted women equal rights to seek knowledge alongside men, with the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (¥) encouraging and facilitating their education. Unlike
pre-Islamic civilizations and religions that marginalized women, Islam recognized
their intellectual potential and social importance. Historically, Muslim women
actively participated in scholarly, social, and cultural activities, contributing
significantly to the progress of their communities. However, in certain periods, focus
on women’s education diminished, despite its crucial role in nurturing the next
generation, as the first school for any child is the mother’s lap. In the modern era, the
need for women to be equally equipped with both religious and contemporary
education has become even more urgent to meet emerging social, economic, and
technological challenges. The media, particularly social media, has transformed
communication and knowledge-sharing, but a lack of access to modern education in
many Muslim societies, including Pakistan, hampers both men and women from
contributing effectively to global progress. This study examines the importance of
women’s religious and contemporary education, its socio-cultural and economic
impacts, and how an educated Muslim woman, grounded in Islamic teachings, can
positively influence society through her moral character, intellectual contributions,
and active participation in communal life.

Keywords: Civilization, Women’s Education, Islamic Teachings, Social Development,
Modern Challenges
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* Al-Nisa’, 4:124.

> Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-‘Ilm, Bab Hal Yuj‘al 1il-Nisa’ Yawman
‘ala Hidah f1 al-‘Ilm, (Maktaba Rahmaniya, n.d.), Hadith no. 101.
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"It should now be clear that we are faced with issues and policies and
government levels that transcend what is nothing less than a clash of
civilizations that is the perhaps irrational but certainly historic response of an
ancient rival against the expansion of the Hammam on a secular and global
scale, of our Jewish, Christian heritage. e
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