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Abstract

Orientalism has left a significant intellectual footprint in the Muslim world,
particularly in the study of the Prophet Muhammad’s biography (Sirah). While many
Orientalist perspectives are biased or based on inaccurate assumptions, some have
attempted objective research. Dr. Muhammad Husayn Haykal (1888-1965), an
eminent Egyptian writer, politician, and intellectual educated at the Sorbonne,
represents a unique case among modern Muslim scholars who engaged with
Orientalist thought. His celebrated work The Life of Muhammad (1935) reflects a blend
of traditional Islamic scholarship and modern Western historical methods. Haykal
sought to approach the Prophet’s life through a “scientific method” — detaching
himself from preconceived beliefs during analysis — yet he retained essential Islamic
convictions, rejecting Orientalist claims such as the denial of revelation or the
attribution of epilepsy to the Prophet. Nonetheless, he adopted certain analytical
frameworks from Orientalist scholarship, questioning some traditional reports like
the incident of shagq al-sadr (splitting of the chest) and emphasizing historical
plausibility. This study examines Haykal’s biography, political and intellectual
background, and his exposure to Western academia. It further analyzes how
Orientalist methodologies influenced specific interpretations in The Life of
Muhammad. By employing a critical-analytical approach, the research distinguishes
between Haykal’s independent reasoning and direct Orientalist borrowings. It also
explores the broader phenomenon of Muslim authors integrating Orientalist
perspectives into Sirah literature. Ultimately, the paper argues that while Haykal’s
methodology incorporated certain Western academic tools, his intellectual
independence and rootedness in Islamic belief allowed him to navigate Orientalist
claims without fully capitulating to them.

Keywords: Orientalism, Sirah, Muhammad Husayn Haykal, The Life of Muhammad,
Critical Analysis
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2 Sha‘tt, Ibrahim, Abatil Yajib an Tumahda min at-Tarikh (Bayrit: n.p., 1406 AH/1986), 18 and
onwards.
3 . Sha‘at, Ibrahim, Abatil Yajib an Tumaha min at-Tarikh, 18 and onwards.
4 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad (Cairo: Al-Hay’a al-Misriyya al-‘Amma lil-Kitab,
Maktabat al-Usra, 1417 AH/1997), 61.
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2° Yiinus, 10:36.

13 Introduction by the Grand Shaykh of Al-Azhar to Hayat Muhammad, 13.

14 Likely refers to Al-Mungidh min ad-Dalal by Al-Ghazali, Abi Hamid.

15 Al-Maraghi, Muhammad Mustafa, introduction to Hayat Muhammad (Cairo: Al-Hay’a al-Misriyya
al-‘Amma lil-Kitab, Maktabat al-Usra, 1417 AH/1997), 13.

16 Al-Maraghi, Muhammad Mustafa, Hayat Muhammad, 14.
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17" Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Haydt Muhammad, 25.

18 Runciman, Steven, Tarikh al-Hamalat as-Salibiyya, trans. as-Sayyid al-Baz al-‘ Arini (Bayriit: n.p.,
1398 AH/1978), 3 parts, introduction, 18-19.

¥ Fu’ad, Muhammad Khalid, Al-Jama‘at ad-Diniyya al-Masthivya (PhD dissertation, Al-Azhar
University, Cairo, 1425 AH/2004).

20 Burope’s hostile songs and anthems sung by Crusaders, such as the Song of Antioch, claiming a
silver idol of “Mahtim” (the Prophet) on a mosaic throne, and the Song of Roland, depicting King
Senartan’s knights destroying Islamic idols: Runciman, Steven, Tarikh al-Hamalat as-Saltbiyya, 1:38
and onwards.

21 - Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 37.

22 - Al-An‘am, 6:145.
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2 Dormanjem’s remarks quoted in Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 26.

24 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 26.

% - Al-‘Aqqad, ‘Abbas Mahmid, ‘Abqariyyat Muhammad (Cairo: Dar Nahdat Misr, 1416 AH/1996),
4 and onwards.

% - Al-Ghazali, Muhammad, Difa‘ ‘an al- ‘Aqida wash-Shari‘a didd Mata ‘in al-Mustashrigin (Cairo:
Dar al-Kitab, 1388 AH/1968), 6 and onwards.

21 < Arjin, Muhammad as-Sadiq, Muhammad Rasiil Allah (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam, 1406 AH/1986),
3 parts.

2 - Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Haydt Muhammad, 26.
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29 .Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 27.
30 .Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 27.
31 .Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 27.
32 .Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 29.
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(84) #2025 B =532 1205633 Mo




...... T & % Adloms Ay 13l padadly 9,3l B pwd) LGS Atmarjan

22 el ) wilud ¥ adll sia of pmie/s g " idshid amie/s @yddd) sy JeSd USea 5538 ale
s Lo ol ¢ ()" pbs padsl I ey clic Liangy « chuso cll 7pad oi" :al¥l jals oo o Lo
Asondl! Wbyl Al ddgdaisy cdall Ida pdas die L1y « comy 9y Jos 3 Lail ad] olyall 4]
dl ead gl pomia /3 gl lag - (7)guall Ayl sous Seizme (M3 alei Lalis Leagas Lalls
A B9 § Jlad dgd o 9us 3 ¥ e Lo IS (a4

Al Ados (2 Jo¥L Huiall 71,dd] o alidy o Lol didg siuall mydd J) 85La¥) Ly jum Lag
34 Bl e cdip 0585 of S ¥ < el 3g clic L g A1 G SN el o Al gy Bogina il
gl dele 055 O oSas ¥ Silgiue M il o Mabs ¥ Huall

o e m9 b pddadl sl 033 o iy Ol JSea 59385 e pilius O ¥ Gl elall Sl Al
2181 o] e o il ) Jel (lazes gl pad1 ol M1 a5 i  cpaluad | i

sl il ¥l ¢ Al Leelye Gl cnl Biw e e sl U3 JSea HgiS ! O Alasdle ae

s o8I ¢ Juaddlly wdnlly Laglalis ub (uByadl of oo méyll Budy Lapaisly caldl [ 24ad wic
(PF)led JCaid| dg Ol 093 Lasyw 9 Lagans ddiasnll ol ¥1 JS 3olas 43 JSea i€l o]

sday o> (e sga¥l § Jeling dwdid Lalisey @bl (£ (n> oo O @1y Jolill 878 <UIS 3lamsy
28 @all £y shmiall digSe 348 G wil oill Lilgl Ogdpaiudl Leke A1 1 59081 (o IS BTN
O pan o USaa ST« dde il sgaY yayas

sy Lo § il

d) O9apdin Bels 3 wlidl e fomy Boleall § digindy Lo ple § "avuedily gliim O capall 15,80 slic!
gladidl 1ia Oges 153y AaSially pidl Lo Ogunailsy o peesls Lol Ogesing sledly waplly ol
(4" ezl of caimall Balall

a9 ool Al Lely dagl (o paed el dule il o il Igazed (ndpddnel) i S 3glind! siag
calisl a3 apadbadl jsball oly duels « wsls § @il Salee e 193y iy « Juieis @il 0 13ke Gy
§ gty @l OIS s ‘éiuLc

alis ] ¥l 1 § aliy gpd e 13 dlizs Ll daty play dele dlil o dazme GISET" 1S Lo Sk
T o rdedd o ade wany O A1 gpddl § el (e Wb dinli § IS Gl g9y ABy s clalall
391 Jeall Jaly iy Josg das! sutie gyd il cud Lo JS Judg ¢ oute JuBs ¢ owge Juds « pualpl Juds
e aSaully Jalill oo dr plag dle @bl o deme aid Loy 3l @A) g ¢ ddiw Lo IS (e pgdl
()" el i el

% Al-Inshirah, 94:1-3.

3" . Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Haydt Muhammad, 104.

% Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 118.

% Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 107; details of this meeting in As-Sallabi, ‘Al
Muhammad, As-Sira an-Nabawiyya (Cairo: Dar at-Tawzi* wan-Nashr al-Islamiyya, 1423 AH/2002),
1:67-68.

40" Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 110.

41 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Haydt Muhammad, 119.
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42 An-Nahl, 16:123.

43 Incident of placing the Black Stone and the dispute: As-Sallabi, ‘Ali Muhammad, As-Sira an-
Nabawiyya, 1:76.

44 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 116.

4 . Dr. Haykal’s influence by the Anglo-Saxon orientalist approach: Al-Jiblawi, Amina, Al-Islam al-
Mubakkir, al-Istishrag al-Anglosaksoni al-Jadid: Patricia Crone wa Michael Cook Namiidhajan
(Cairo: Dar al-Jil, n.d.), 98.

4 Pre-Islamic trade in Mecca: Ar-Riibi, Amal Muhammad, Tijarat Makka wa Zuhiir al-Islam, trans.
and ed. Amal Muhammad ar-Riibi (Cairo: Supreme Council for Culture, 1438 AH/2017), 28 and
onwards.
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47 .Persecution of Muslims in Mecca: Al-Ghazali, Muhammad, Figh as-Sira (Alexandria: Dar ad-
Da‘wa, 1421 AH/2000), 93-96.

8 An-Nisa’, 4:unknown (incomplete reference).

49 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 116.

%0 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad (noting the contradiction in the paragraph).

1 First migration to Abyssinia: Ibn Hisham, As-Sira an-Nabawiyya, ed. Hammam Abi Sa‘lik
(Bayrit: n.p., 1406 AH/1986), 1:298; Al-Ghazali, Muhammad, Figh as-Sira, 101.

%2 Decision to return to Mecca after the first migration: Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat
Muhammad, 140; Al-Ghazali, Muhammad, Figh as-Sira, 102.
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% An-Najm, 53:19-20.

° Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 141.

% Al-Isra’, 17:73-75; Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 141.

% Tbn Sa‘d, At-Tabaqat al-Kubra (Bayrit: Dar Sadir, 1405 AH/1985), 1:188; Ibn al-Athir, Al-Kamil
fi at-Téartkh (Bayriit: n.p., 1402 AH/1982), 2:52-53,

5" Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 141.

%8 Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 143.
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% Haykal, Muhammad Husayn, Hayat Muhammad, 143-144.

60 .Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh’s interpretation of Sairat an-Najm in ‘Amara, Muhammad, Al-4 ‘mal al-
Kamila (Cairo: Dar ash-Shurtiq, 1416 AH), 2:118 and onwards.
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