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Distortion in the Hadith Concept and Methods of
Interpretation in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani's
Thought: A Critical and Analytical Study

31" 3&7’ sS4y /2 gﬁdﬁb@bf/)l&w; /"' Lék:l‘a’/!rﬂiu‘ /

dlie 15" Losut *
Abstract

This research critically examines the concept of Hadith and the interpretative
methodologies adopted by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani (1835-1908), the founder
of the Ahmadiyya movement, with a specific focus on the issue of distortion (tahrif)
in meaning and application. The study explores how Qadiani thought redefines the
authority and authenticity of Hadith, positioning the Qur'an as the supreme and
decisive source for all religious matters, while categorizing Hadith into “authentic,”
“weak,” and “fabricated” according to his own interpretive framework. Special
attention is given to his theological stance that a prophet possesses the discretion to
accept or reject Hadith from the corpus, as well as his differentiation between Hadith
and Sunnah, where Sunnah is limited to practices directly performed by the Prophet
Muhammad #, regardless of prior prophetic traditions. This paper further analyzes
the Ahmadiyya use of Hadith in supporting their controversial views on
prophethood and the finality of Muhammad %, comparing these interpretations with
mainstream Islamic scholarship. The phenomenon of meaningful distortion (ta"wil) is
addressed, assessing claims from both Ahmadi and orthodox perspectives. By
engaging with primary sources such as Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Fath-e-Islam, Izala-e-
Auham, and Tadhkirah, the research highlights the theological, methodological, and
doctrinal implications of Qadiani hermeneutics on contemporary Islamic discourse.
The study concludes by underscoring the need for scholarly vigilance in preserving
the integrity of Hadith sciences and countering interpretive approaches that deviate
from established Islamic methodology.

Keywords: Ahmadiyya, Qadianis, Hadith, interpretation, theological positions,
semantic distortion.
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"'Ibn Manzir, Afriqi, Lisan al-‘Arab (Bayrit: Dar as-Sadir, 1375 AH/1956), 9:55.

2 Ibn Taymiyya, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim, 4l-Jawab as-Sahih liman Baddal Din al-Masih (As-
Sa‘tdiyya: Dar al-‘Asima, 1419 AH/1999), 1:44.

3 Al-Baqara, 2:75

4 An-Nisa’, 4:46.
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> Battalaw1, Muhammad Husayn, Risala ‘Isha‘at al-Sunna ‘Alamin bi al-Hadith Lafz Ghayr Mugallid ya La
Madhhab (Lahawr: Dar al-Isha‘at, 1888 CE), 11: 220.

¢ Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'’in (Mubahatha Ludhiyana) (India: Islam International

Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 4:13—14.
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8 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Riahani Khaza'in (Tuhfa Gularwiyya) (India: Islam International

Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 17:28.

 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rihani Khaza'in (Haqiqat al-Wahy) (India: Islam International
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2 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:332.

24 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Mubahisa Ludhiyana), 4:322.
2Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rihani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:82.

26 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Tuhfa Gularwiyya), 17:23.

27 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:326.
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32 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:18.

3Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Nir al-Haq) (India: Islam International Publications,
Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 8:184.

3% Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Tuhfa Gularwiyya), 17:371.

35 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rihani Khaza'’in (Arba‘in) (India: Islam International Publications,
Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 2:23.
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3¢ Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:93

37 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Shahadat al-Qur’an) (India: Islam International
Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 6:40.

38 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:325.

3 At-Tirmidhi, Aba ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, Sunan at-Tirmidhi (Bayrit: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami,
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# Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:243.

# Al-Jathiya, 45:32.

45 Al-Jathiya, 45:24.

46 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Izala Awham), 3:243.

47 Yinus, 10:36.

48 Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Al-Jami‘ as-Sahih al-Bukhart (Dimashq: Dar Tawq an-Najah,
1422 AH), Kitab Istitabat al-Murtaddin wa al-Mu‘anidin wa Qitalihim, Bab Qatl al-Khawarij wa al-
Mulhidin ba‘da Iqamat al-Hujja ‘alayhim, Hadith no. 6930.
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4 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khazda'in (Ijaz Ahmadi) (India: Islam International
Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 19:140.

50 Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khaza'in (Tuhfa Gularwiyya), 17:51.

SlQadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rithani Khazda'in (Mawahib ar-Rahman) (India: Islam International
Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 19:288.
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2Qadiyani, Ghulam Ahmad, Rihani Khaza'in (Tadhkirat ash-Shahadatayn) (India: Islam
International Publications, Qadian, 1429 AH/2008), 20:4.
53 Qadiyani, Bashir ad-Din Mahmid, Khutbat Mahmiid (Qadian, 4 July 1924), 8:56.
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