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A Methodological Study of ‘Abd al-Hakim
Siyalkoti’s Hashiyah on al-Baydawi
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Abstract

His style is marked by dense argumentation, rational analysis, and scholarly depth.
He presents nuanced and balanced discussions on sensitive theological themes such
as Oneness of God, miracles, predestination (qada o qadar), and the infallibility of
Anbia Kiram[]. His tafsir reflects strong alignment with Ash‘ari theological
principles, particularly in the emphasis on allegorical interpretation of Divine
attributes, the rejection of anthropomorphism, and the integration of reason with
revelation. Elements of Sufism also emerge, such as references to “spiritual journey to
God” called suluk “light of guidance” and “inner path” indicating that the author
possessed not only intellectual acumen but also spiritual insight. His commentary
reveals him to be both a master of Islamic philosophy and a skillful practitioner of
dialectical reasoning. In conclusion, Tafsir Abd al-Hakim Siyalkoti is a partial yet
profoundly impactful exegetical work that exemplifies the tradition of rational
Qur’anic commentary, philosophical interpretation, and IIm al-kalam in Mughal
India. It remains a vital source of analysis, critique, and contemplation for
contemporary scholars of tafsir, theology, and Islamic intellectual history. Within the
intellectual heritage of the Indian subcontinent, the scholarly contributions of Mulla
Abdul Hakim Siyalkoti occupy a prominent place, particularly his hashiya (marginal
commentary) on the renowned Tafsir al-Baydawi. This work represents a significant
chapter in the tradition of philosophical and theological Qur’anic exegesis. The
exegetical approach employed by the author is not confined to traditional narration;
rather, it is based on rigorous principles of rational argumentation, logic, Sufism,
linguistics, grammar, and Ilm al-kalam (Islamic theology). While formally a
commentary on Tafsir al-Baydawi, this hashiya surpasses mere exposition by offering
critical evaluations, philosophical syntheses, and independent theological
perspectives.

Keywords: Subcontinent, Hashiya, Tafsir al-Baydawi, Ilm al-kalam, reveals,
commentary, Abd al-Hakim, Abdul Hakim, Siyalkoti.

Cr i
G L Laisf L e el F L L eiUine LUGATS00 bt}
6P N n L it FE et 52 ST a6 b &'”'_4‘-@/,/;4 TS
kP e Mol e b G & nP o S Udsss Po s ) So e tS 0l

AT IEG g JZ s ptripdo 2 JSENY %
LA TIEG g sl st Bposin K

% 35 %) r2025!/:?'dﬂﬁf3lupf3u1?




Qbs2 2 Qo G U3 s I S R LA TG e ator 1B 2 Jlo sl erdf o3
J]L’,gu‘LJ}@fj’jﬁ‘%ﬁK/(uf;?‘a?C(djfojfdjtd/&ﬁﬂlgufﬁ-tgt’zf/@L‘,:L’U’Juf}/a&//}jx/}%u
w2 e Fon e b1 Mo blos 465 32 5 U 2 K eiind £ iUy T fer b
-‘a&/ﬁuﬁéw/d{;L.:,ub»m“zud;rﬂﬁuwmuy
.,lewwn.ﬁ.z.lgu//;;wjyd/x}guwf4«_1.,o,nauﬁ';},mumug/&«_auﬁd;ﬁfmm
Kogégaquﬁuﬂfld)géawf-9v@gfyw‘ﬁ;”fgﬂ-z.lgguﬁjﬂxnﬁ’?/,nd)’d:ﬁ”b{!
& et 6uLdf o L 1Kot S ledhe 1Sl S L ec g1 T f G tn Pl
/ﬁ,o/.,,g/“[}uﬁrm‘J;'/'uLf«JlefL;,QTJuT}f%d;"gd/f-ngduLﬁ@)ﬁl]/?”?nD@;
ST S P ES S e 870G ec bsen i Lt S 2l S S5
L et L
,&’I}z:a’,lbfu‘f;"ulr;zﬁ”fév:d,l&f
rﬂ"@ 1
e b P A A E e G £ BT ST
:wLL})ﬁzl&Qﬁ!

25 ke At o Lilas (K"

e p i L L
@"g’"{u'u&d‘abw{gv@/fgl?'éiﬁu‘bJK&“’;uw{‘L&@éig)&dy%Wé—dﬂ'zrh'
LAl S P e (B G F LSS P s d LEEFJ

_LLJL“/J%M/“/;&;JK/{‘J'&L'%mugﬁfutuwd;gyﬁ;)?z
Tl aale o pladdl Gl

"L e sl S
u’,:ém&juiH‘:J”:unyz;to,uﬁ&‘a;zfugKat#éh;&ufujz,t/}wui‘u*’)my&w;b’
(L"fifLJ}:J/LLC/j'Luu!,L»lf,KL/Z?_at)’”-‘at“/ai’:'m{eﬂcagjéw/}mudytdc
e bl K e UII U St I 15 LI 0 0 Sl F

! Al-Isfahani, Ar-Raghib. Al-Mufradat fi Ghara’ib al-Qur’an. Beirut: Dar al-‘Tlm, 1412 AH/1991,
1:825, 108.

2 Al-Ma’ida, 5:48.
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2Siyalkoti, Hashiyat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 76.
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22 Siyalkott, Hashiyat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 138.

» Walbridge, John. God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1431 AH/2010, Chapter 3: The Problem of Causality.

24 Al-Qurtubi, Abii ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an.

Beirut: Dar Thya’ at-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d., 16:321.
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2 Siyalkott, Hashivat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 82.

26Siyalkoti, Hashiyat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ala al-Baydawrt, 145.

27 Muhammad Waseem Arshad, and Dr. Khalid Mahmood Arif. “Qur’anic and Prophetic Depictions
of Ahl-e-Kitab: A Thematic Study.” Journal of World Religions and Interfaith Harmony 4, no. 1
(1446 AH/2025): 207-235.
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¥ Siyalkott, Hashivat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 130.

30 Ash-Shahrastani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim (d. 548 AH). Al-Milal wa an-Nihal. Beirut: Dar
al-Ma‘rifa, n.d., 1:86.

31 Siyalkott, Hashivat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 158.

32 Siyalkott, Hashiyat ‘Abd al-Hakim ‘ald al-Baydawr, 203.
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