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Abstract

The study of interrogative tools in Arabic rhetoric, particularly within the domain
of ‘ilm al-ma’ani (the science of meanings), reveals their significance as a key
insha’l (constructive) style that transcends their primary function of seeking
understanding. These tools, as highlighted by rhetoricians like Sa’d al-Din al-
Taftazani, often deviate from their original purpose to convey context-dependent
rhetorical meanings, such as rebuke, wonder, or emphasis, enriching the
discourse. This deviation, rooted in linguistic and contextual cues, underscores
the artistry of Arabic rhetoric. Interrogative tools are categorized into letters (e.g.,
hamza and hal) and nouns (e.g., man, ma, ayna), each serving distinct purposes like
seeking affirmation (fasdiq) or conceptualization (tasawwur). The distinction
between real and figurative interrogatives further illustrates their versatility, with
figurative uses conveying meanings like negation or exhortation without
expecting an answer. This comprehensive exploration delves into their
etymological roots, derived from the trilateral root f-h-m (to understand), and
their morphological augmentation to signify demand (talab). By examining
definitions from scholars like al-Sakkaki and Ibn Faris, alongside classifications
and examples, this study highlights the dynamic role of interrogatives in
enhancing linguistic beauty and persuasive power in Arabic literature and
oratory.
Keywords: Interrogative Tools, Rhetorical Meanings, Arabic Rhetoric, Insha’i
Style, Taftazani
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T As-Sa‘idi, ‘Abd al-Muta‘al, Bughyat al-Idah li Talkhis al-Miftah fi ‘Ulim al-Balagha
(Cairo: Maktabat al-Adab, 1420 AH/1999), 2:38.
2 At-Taftazani, Sa‘d ad-Din, Al-Mutawwal Sharh Talkhis Miftah al-‘Uliam, edited by

‘Abd al-Hamid al-Hindawi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1422 AH/2001), 419.
3Abt Miusa, Muhammad, Al-Baldgha al-Qur’aniyya fi Tafsir az-Zamakhshari wa

Athariha fi ad-Dirasat al-Balaghiyya (Cairo: Maktabat Wahba, 1409 AH/1988), 365.

* Ibn Faris, Mugayis al-Lugha, edited by ‘Abd as-Salam Hartin (Cairo: Maktabat al-
Khanjt, 1402 AH/1981), 457.

>Ibn Faris, Mugayis al-Lugha, 457.

® Al-Farahidi, Abt ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, Kitab al- ‘Ayn, edited by Mahdi
al-Makhzami (Beirut: Dar wa Maktabat al-Hilal, n.d.), under “Fahm.”

7 Al-Jawhari, As-Sihah, edited by ‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Attar (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin,
1405 AH/1984), under “Fahm.”
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8 Ibn Hisham, Mughni al-Labib ‘an Kutub al-A ‘arib, edited by Muhyl ad-Din ‘Abd al-
Hamid (Beirut: Al-Maktaba al-‘Asriyya, 1408 AH/1987), 1:132.

Ibn Manzir, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1414 AH/1994), under “Fahm.”

© Tbn Manzir al-Ifrigi, Muhammad ibn Mukarram, Lisan al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir,
1414 AH/1994), 12:459.

" Az-Zabidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, 74 al- ‘Arias (Beirut: Dar al-Hidaya, n.d.),
23:224.

2Al-Jurjani, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad, At-7a ‘rifat (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1404
AH/1983), 169.
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'3 As-Sakkaki, Miftah al- ‘Ulim (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1424 AH/2003), 113.
"“Ya‘qub, Imil Badi‘, Mu jam al-1‘rab wa al-Imla’ (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, 1404
AH/1983), 73.

> Ibn Faris, As-Sahibt fi Figh al-Lugha wa Sunan al-‘Arab fi Kalamihim, edited by Dr.
Mustafa (Cairo: n.p., 1384 AH/1964), 181.

%Tbn Manzir, Lisan al- ‘Arab, under “Fahm.”

7 1bn Qutayba al-Kifi ad-Dinawari, Adab al-Katib, edited by Muhammad Muhy1 ad-Din
‘Abd al-Hamid (Cairo: n.p., 1382 AH/1963), 6:360.

8. As-Suyiti, Jalal ad-Din, Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an (Cairo: Al-Matba‘a al-Azhariyya,
1400 AH/1979), 1:294,

YAl-‘Uthaymin, Muhammad ibn Salih, Hashiya ‘ala Duris al-Balagha (Kuwait:
Maktabat Ahl al-Athar, 1425 AH/2004), 47.

20[bn Nazim, Badr ad-Din ibn Malik, Al-Misbah (Cairo: Maktaba al-Adab, n.d.), 83.

21 Sultani, Muhammad ‘Ali, Al-Mukhtar min ‘Ulim al-Balagha wa al- ‘Ariid (Damascus:

Dar al-‘Asma’, 1429 AH/2008), 42.
22 Al-Jurjani, At-Ta ‘rifat (Beirut: Dar ar-Rayyan lit-Turath, 1403 AH/1983), 18.
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23 As-Suyiti, Jalal ad-Din, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Al-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an
(Cairo: Al-Hay’a al-Misriyya, 1394 AH/1974), 2:257.
24 At-Taftazani, Sa‘d ad-Din, Mas‘ad ibn ‘Umar, Mukhtasar al-Ma ‘ani (Karachi: Maktaba

al-Madina, 1440 AH/2019), 314.
2 At-Taftazani, Mukhtasar al-Ma ‘ani, 314.

26 Al-Maraghi, Ahmad Mustafa, ‘Ulim al-Baldgha (n.p.: n.p., n.d.), 63-64.
27 Al-“Alag, 96:9-13.
28 Az-Zukhruf, 43:40.
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Sibawayh, Al-Kitab, edited by Dr. Muhammad Kazim al-Bakka’ (Amman: Dar al-

Bashir, 1425 AH/2004), 1:477.
3 Tbn Jinni, Al-Khasa'’is, edited by Muhammad ‘Ali an-Najjar (Cairo: Matba‘at Dar al-

Kutub al-Misriyya, 1408 AH/1988), 2:464—465.
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3 As-Sa‘idi, Bughyat al-Idah (Cairo: Maktaba Muhammad ‘AlT as-Sabih, 1420
AH/1999), 2:32-34.

32 Al-Ifriqgi, Ibn Manzir, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Beirut: Ada, 1414 AH/1994), 14:25.

3 Al-Mawsii ‘a al-Jami ‘a li-Mustalahat al-Fikr al- ‘Arabi wa al-Islami (Beirut: Ada, 1414
AH), 117.

3 At-Tanji, Al-Mu jam al-Mufassal fi ‘Ulim al-Lugha (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya,
1421 AH/2000), n.p.

3 Al-Ghalayini, Shaykh Mustafa, Jami‘ ad-Duris al-‘Arabiyya (Beirut: Al-Maktaba al-
Misriyya, 1414 AH/1994), 1:31.

3% As-Sa‘idi, Bughyat al-Idah, 2:34.

3 Tbn Jinni, Al-Luma* al-‘Arabiyya, edited by Dr. Samih Abt Mughli (Amman: Dar
Majdalawi, 1409 AH/1988), 149.
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38 Al-Anbari, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Muhammad, 4srar al- ‘Arabiyya (Lahore: Al-Maktaba

al-Ma‘rufiyya, 1418 AH/1997), 193.
39 As-Subki, Baha’ ad-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Ali, ‘Aras al-Afrah (Lebanon: Al-Maktaba al-

Misriyya, 1424 AH/2003), 1:434.
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