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The Prophet of Mercy HF as a Military Commander: A Study
of Islamic Military Strategy in the Light of the Sirah
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Abstract

This paper explores the military leadership of Prophet Muhammad ,% known as the Prophet
of Mercy, from the perspective of Islamic military strategy. While primarily a spiritual guide,
the Prophet # also demonstrated remarkable competence as a military leader during the
Medinan period. The study traces his transition from peaceful resistance in Mecca to strategic
command in Medina. Through meticulous planning, intelligent positioning, and careful
analysis of the enemy, the Prophet # conducted expeditions such as Badr, Uhud, Khandagq,
and the Conquest of Mecca with minimal bloodshed and maximum ethical adherence. His
leadership emphasized the integration of mercy, discipline, and justice even in warfare. He
forbade harm to non-combatants, protected prisoners of war, and practiced diplomacy as
seen in the Constitution of Medina and the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. The Prophet’'s %
decisions were rooted in divine guidance, yet pragmatically adapted to political and military
contexts. His military ethics influenced the rightly-guided caliphs and continue to serve as a
model for Islamic military doctrine. This paper evaluates how the Prophet’'s ¥ leadership
shaped the expansion and preservation of the Islamic state and offers key lessons for
contemporary Islamic thought and military principles. His role as both a Prophet and a
commander presents a unique paradigm in global history where spiritual and temporal
authority merged with compassion and strategic brilliance.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad Hﬁ%’}“’ , Military Leadership, Islamic Strategy, Mercy in
Warfare, Sirah Studies
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My choice of Muhammad £ to lead the list of the world’s most influential
persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others, but he
was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the
religious and secular levels. Of humble origins, Muhammad % founded and
propagated one of the world’s great religions—Islam—and emerged as an
immensely effective political, social, and military leader. His teachings not
only transformed the Arabian Peninsula but laid the foundations of a global

civilization. Today, more than thirteen centuries after his passing, his
influence remains powerful, widespread, and enduring, shaping the beliefs,

cultures, and moral codes of billions across the globe. "
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By the time of Muhammad mission further changes in political alienment seem
to have taken place, but it is difficult to say, at least in the later stages...>
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The first ettempts to collect biographycal material about Muhammad were
called al mughazi, that is, the expedition or compaign, and, although the
medinan period was not entirely filled with expedition, there did play a large
part an event roughly by its relation to same expedition. he chief point to
notice is that the Muslim took the offensive with one expedition these seven
expeditions were directed against maccan caravans.’
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