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The Breath of Mystery: Epiphanies of the Spirit in
the Qur’anic Discourse of the Unseen

S AN cagdll llas § 31 Slelews 5l 2

ATl sz )
Abstract
This article explores the concept of Ruth (Spirit) not by attempting to define it
philosophically or categorically, but by attentively listening to its silent presence
and symbolic whispers within the Qur’anic discourse. The study traces the Spirit
as a luminous and sacred secret—an echo of the Divine Command —moving
through five metaphysical stations: as a command from the Lord beyond limits;
as a holy breath dignifying clay; as a revelation descending upon the purified
heart of the Prophet; as a return at the moment of death; and ultimately, as the
spiritual journey of the mystic toward Divine annihilation (fani’). Rather than
offering rational answers, the article treats the Ruh as a mystical key —one that
opens the inner consciousness of humanity to its origin, purpose, and eternal
yearning. Drawing on Qur’anic verses, rhetorical analysis, and interpretative
traditions —especially those from Sufi exegetes—the research unravels the
interplay between the unseen and the revealed, the symbolic and the experiential,
the external word and the internal taste (dhawgq). The Spirit in the Qur’an emerges
not as a mere metaphysical entity but as a dynamic, divine energy that animates,
guides, and elevates. This study adopts both an objective and aesthetic method to
investigate how the Qur’an speaks of the Spirit: as creation, as inspiration, as
resurrection, and ultimately, as Divine presence. It invites the reader not to define
the Ruh, but to walk with it —toward Light.
Keywords: Spirit (Rih), Divine Command, Revelation, Spiritual Ascension, Qur’anic
Mysticism.
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2 _At-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir. Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an, edited by
Ahmad Shakir (Cairo: Dar Hajar, 1422 AH/2001), 15:108.

3 _At-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta 'wil Ay al-Qur’an, 15:258.

* _Ar-Razi, Fakhr ad-Din. Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar Thya’ at-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.),
21:83.

> -Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. Sahih al-Bukhart, edited by Muhammad Zuhayr an-
Nasir (Beirut: Dar Tawq an-Najah, 1422 AH/2001), Kitab at-Tafsir, Hadith no. 125, 8:534.

® .Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani. Fath al-Bart bi-Sharh Sahih al-Bukhart (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa,
n.d.), 8:534.
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7 -Ibn ‘Abbad, Ahmad ibn Muhammad. Sharh al-Hikam al-‘Ata’iyya (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyya, 1422 AH/2001), 112.

8 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Muhyt ad-Din. Al-Futithat al-Makkiyya, edited by ‘Uthman Yahya (Beirut: Dar
Sadir, n.d.), 2:98.

o _Al-Qurtubi, Abtu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur’an, edited by
Mahmud Shakir (Cairo: Dar Hajar, n.d.), 15:24.

10 _Al-Isra’, 17:85.

" _Al-Hijr, 15:28-29.

2 _At-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an, edited by Ahmad Shakir (Cairo: Dar
al-Ma‘arif, 1421 AH/2000), 23:113.

(69) £ 20252~} )20 34l




Sl il ollas 3 7l Siledws 13l 4 Armarjan

I > LD GG, s lala ¥ Sl 2aidl o (gloyall aledll 1S3
RSP EPEGESIEVERP R PAER.A LTI b PN [JO- AP P TRV JOES-LPY
Pl
Lwaied 1o 5l (o 8,41 6 o)) ells (¥ das ) 79,0l 3Ll L) ilody gall § avald (5101 Ll
4513 J) asLsyl
Golow ;i 7ol — Lgudl EualoY -2
:Jﬁcmqﬁlw)‘g@wﬂlmyaw\é;b
:JLad (Baduall Golall gag @5 <l Jgu,y Lius"
ey 0 Aae 0585 o (Aale (05Ss oF cAakas Gigy ceanyl dal oy (3 4als pa) @Susi o)
P o)l i zand elll) 4]
il @le ooty Jlas! Alased Lp) S dapuuging cgolone pols W) asd ¥ 5 gyl Aslad Jomis Syl 1
Baldd) ey
a¥lg il o — NI Skl -3
a9y o gial) ALYy "izad” golll Jasll (i pazms (£ SuS53 T (2mg) (0 dud as”

1 el B Y gle S o o
el oSl T ¥ 8Ll O 16l g ) Asmany V) Cad ¥ (805 S a3l Taia Lia 9]
RUES L SYet PO
03529 & 4l ¥ Sal> Lo Aaselll ells ey QL ¥ 0 ccnilly platlly 0 1(cieis) @alll Jasll
Fudl i 79l — Audguall Bylaill -4
4 dely (@l 4 G oLl @ Al desgl el dl e o plad (2 701" oF el @S e il g

:JLE8 ol e
ol o il Lo LalSy sl 205 a9l Ayg8 « ¥l Lgle (23 ¢ pa¥l S 2 2,V
17".\.&3)‘3.’1?

1sdsd e ool Lol

18, ¢ R . R . "
gl Sy (Chue ol (@landl ceuskle cadits 01 g9l Bl Glud¥l 79,

3 _Al-Qurtubi, Jami  li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1384 AH/1964),
15:20.

4 _Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar Thya’ at-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 26:137.

> _Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, Kitab al-Qadar, “Bab Ma Ja’a 1 al-Qadar,” Hadith no.
6594, 8:248; Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Sahth Muslim (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ at-Turath al-‘Arabi,
n.d.), Kitab al-Qadar, Hadith no. 2643, 4:2036.

6 _Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 21:58; Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad at-Tahir. At-Tahrir wa at-
Tanwir (Tunis: Ad-Dar at-Ttnisiyya, n.d.), 14:131.

7 _Al-Jili, ‘Abd al-Karim. Al-Insan al-Kamil (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1425
AH/2004), 1:84.
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8 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyya, edited by ‘Uthman Yahya (Cairo: Al-Hay’a al-
‘Amma li-Qusiir ath-Thagafa, n.d.), 3:223.

° _Al-Isra’, 17:85.

20 _Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Qadar, Hadith no. 3208; Muslim, Sahih Muslim,
Kitab al-Qadar, Hadith no. 2643.

21 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyya (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 3:112.

22 _Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 26:226.

2 _lbn al-Qayyim, Shams ad-Din. Ar-Riih, edited by Muhammad Ajmal al-Islaht (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.), 118.

24 _Tbn ‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyya, 3:112.

2 _Sad, 38:72.

% _Ibn Kathir, Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘il. Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim (Riyadh: Dar Tayba, n.d.),
3:517; Al-Jurjani, ‘Abd al-Qahir. Asrar al-Balagha, edited by Muhammad Rashid Rida
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30 _Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 27:137.
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M _Al-Qurtubi, Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, n.d.), 10:207.

42 _Ibn Nabi, Malik. Shuriit an-Nahda (Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1422 AH/2001), 113.

= _Al-Hijr, 15:29.

# _At-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1421
AH/2000), 23:165.

% _Al-Qurtubi, Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 1387 AH/1967),
15:90.

4% _Az-Zumar, 39:42.

4 _Ibn Hanbal, Ahmad. Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt
(Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1422 AH/2001), 30:283, Hadith no. 18063; Abiu Dawid,
Sunan Abr Dawud, Kitab al-Jana’iz, Hadith no. 4753.
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8 _Al-Muy 'miniin, 23:14.

0 _Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 26:104.

S1_Al-Ghazali, Thya’ ‘Ulim ad-Din, 4:243.

52 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyya, 3:337.

53 _An-Nabulsi, Muhammad Ratib. Al-Kawn wa al-Insan wa al-Ilah fi al-Qur’an al-Karim
(Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1436 AH/2015), 121.

4 _Al-Isra’, 17:85.

> _Ash-Shawkani, Fath al-Qadir, 3:97.

56 _Sad, 38:72.

7 _Al-Qurtubi, Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an, edited by Ahmad al-Bardini and Ibrahim Atfish
(Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, n.d.), 15:200.
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58 _Al-Fajr, 89:27-28.

0 _Ash-Shira, 42:52.

8 _Tbn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim, 4:128; Ar-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 27:167.

&1 _Al-Mu 'miniin, 23:14.

62 _An-Nasafi, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad. Madarik at-Tanzil wa Haqa’iq at-Ta 'wil (Beirut: Dar
al-Kalim at-Tayyib, n.d.), 3:183.

63 _As-Samarqandi, Najm ad-Din Abt Hafs. Bahr al- ‘Ulim (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya,
1414 AH/1993), 2:90.

% _Ghafir, 40:15.

% _An-Nasafi, Madarik at-Tanzil wa Haqa'iq at-Ta 'wil, 3:183.

%_As-Samarqandi, Najm ad-Din. Bahr al- ‘Ulim, edited by a committee under the supervision
of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Latif at-Tabataba’i (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1414 AH/1993),
3:174.

5 _Ghafir, 40:15.
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6 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Shihab ad-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Ali. Al-Futithat al-Makkiyya (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, 1409 AH/1988), 3:327.

% _Al-Hijr, 15:29.

0 _Al-Gharnati, Abt Madyan. Al-Kawakib as-Sa’ira bi-Ghara’ib al-Ma ‘arif (Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, 1419 AH/1998), 157; Ibn ‘Arabi, Al-Futithat al-Makkiyya, 4:312.

71 Ibn ‘Atiyya al-Andalusi. Al-Muharrar al-Wajiz fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz, edited by ‘Abd
as-Salam ‘Abd ash-Shafi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1422 AH/2001), 3:259.

72 _Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhart, 6:240, Hadith no. 3208.

73 LAl ‘Abd al-Karim. Al-Insan al-Kamil fi Ma ‘rifat al-Awakhir wa al-Awa’il (Beirut:
Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1418 AH/1997), 1:112.
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74 _Al-Qushayri, ‘Abd al-Karim. Ar-Risala al-Qushayriyya, edited by Mazin al-Mubarak
(Beirut: Dar ar-Risala, 1426 AH/2005), 73.

> _Ar-Raghib al-Isfahani. Adh-Dhari‘a ila Makarim ash-Shari‘a, edited by Muhammad al-
Bajawi (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, 1427 AH/2006), 48.

76 _Al-Isra’, 17:85.

77 _lbn al-Farid. Diwan Ibn al-Farid, edited by Yusuf al-Baqa‘l (Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1424
AH/2003), 114.

8 _Muslim, Sahih Muslim, edited by Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqt (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-
Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, n.d.), 1:146, Hadith no. 162.

79 _Ibn ‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyya, 2:90.

8 _Al-Ghazali, Ihya’ ‘Uliam ad-Din, 3:26.

8 _Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah as-Sakandari. Al-Hikam al- ‘Ata’iyya, 78.
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