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Abstract

This research explores the tradition of cultural adaptation within early Islamic
civilization, focusing on the Prophetic era and the period of the Rightly Guided
Caliphs (Khulafa' al-Rashidan). The study investigates how the early Islamic
leadership, guided by divine revelation and prophetic wisdom, engaged with the
surrounding civilizations—such as the Byzantines, Sasanians, Copts, and
Abyssinians—not through blind imitation, but through a principled and
conscious process of selective appropriation. The research demonstrates that the
Prophet Muhammad # and his successors adopted administrative, economic,
military, diplomatic, and legal mechanisms from other civilizations, provided
they did not contradict Islamic principles. Examples include the use of official
seals, record-keeping systems (diwan), tax frameworks (kharaj and jizya), coinage
practices, and even military formation tactics. These elements were critically
evaluated, Islamized, and then incorporated to serve the higher objectives of
justice, efficiency, and social harmony. The study argues that this approach was
neither a sign of cultural inferiority nor dependency, but a manifestation of
Islam’s intellectual sopenness and civilizational confidence. The findings
highlight that early Islamic society was dynamic, adaptive, and deeply
committed to the maqasid al-shari‘ah (higher objectives of Islamic law) even
when borrowing from foreign systems. This tradition offers vital lessons for
contemporary  Muslim  societies  facing  globalization and  cultural
interconnectivity: adaptation, when guided by values and vision, can lead to
strength —not loss of identity.

Keywords: Islam and Other Civilizations, Adaptation, Innovation, Integration,
Civilization, Cultural Exchange, Coexistence, Cross-Cultural Influence.
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