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Abstract

In the process of interpreting and applying Shar‘i rulings within Islamic
jurisprudence, scholars frequently encounter textual evidences or arguments that
appear, at first glance, to be in conflict with one another. The nature of this apparent
contradiction, along with its causes, conditions, and the principles for resolving it,
has long been one of the most critical subjects in the science of Usul al-Figh
(Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence). Classical jurists have generally viewed such
conflicts as only apparent differences, not real contradictions, and have thus sought
to clarify the true essence of these differences to determine whether an actual
contradiction exists or whether it is merely a matter of interpretation and
understanding of the textual implications.The present study, titled "Conflict in Shari
Rulings: An Intellectual Analysis of Its Causes, Conditions, and Preference in Light of
Generality and Specification," aims to provide a scholarly examination of these
issues. It begins by elucidating the definitions and conceptual frameworks of ta’arud
(conflict) and tarjih (preference), thereby removing any ambiguity and delineating
their technical scope. The study then explores the underlying causes that may lead to
perceived contradictions between textual evidences—such as the relationship
between general and specific texts (‘'umtm wa khusts), absolute and qualified
statements (itlaq wa taqyid), or the principle of abrogation (naskh).Furthermore, the
research discusses the necessary conditions under which the claim of contradiction is
considered valid. If these conditions are not met, then any assertion of contradiction
is deemed unfounded. In its final section, the study addresses the standards and
methodologies of preference (tarjih) that are employed to determine which of the
conflicting evidences should be given precedence. This analytical and research-based
inquiry not only contributes to a deeper understanding of Usul al-Figh but also
provides practical guidance for juristic reasoning (ijtihad) and the process of legal
deduction (istinbat) in contemporary Islamic legal discourse.

Keywords: Shar’i Rulings, Intellectual, Specification, Light of Generality, Islamic
Jurisprudence.
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43 Ibn an-Najjar al-Hanbali, Taql ad-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Sharh al-Kawkab al-Munir. Riyadh: Maktaba
al-‘Ubaykan, 1418 AH/1997, 4:608 .

4 Al-Minyawi, ‘Abd ar-Ra’iif. Ash-Sharh al-Kabir li-Mukhtasar al-Usiil min ‘Ilm al-Usil. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 538 .

4 Al-Fanari, Fusil al-Bada’i‘ f1 Usiil ash-Shara’i¢, 2:457 .

46 As-San‘ani, Ijabat as-Sa’il Sharh Bughyat al-Amal, 417 .
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47 Al-1j1, ‘Adud ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Rahman. Sharh Mukhtasar al-Muntaha al-Usili li-Abt ‘Amr ‘Uthman ibn al-
Hajib al-Maliki (d. 646 AH).

8 Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyya, n.d., 1:27 .

4 Al-Ghazali, Al-Mustasfa min ‘Ilm al-Usil, 1:375 .

30 As-Subki, T3j ad-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Al1. Al-Ibhdj fi Sharh al-Minhaj. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, 1404 AH/1984, 3:86.

3! Tbn Muflih, Usil al-Figh, 4:1581 .

2 Ibn Amir al-Hajj, Muhammad ibn Muhammad. At-Taqrir wa at-Tahbir. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d.,

3:3.
33 Amir Badshah, Muhammad ibn Mahmiid. Taysir at-Tahrir. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 3:137 .
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3 Anonymous. Tashil al-Wusiil ila ‘Ilm al-Usil.

55 Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 241 .

%6 Az-Zarkashi, Al-Bahr al-Muhit f1 Usil al-Figh, 7:332 .

37Ibn an-Najjar, Sharh al-Kawkab al-Munir, 4:608.

%Tbn Muflih, Usiil al-Figh, 4:1581.

% Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah. Al-Burhan fi Usiil al-Figh. Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 2:176.

0 As-Subki, Al-Ibhdj fi Sharh al-Minhaj, 3:210.

6! Tbn Amir al-Hajj, At-Taqrir wa at-Tahbir, 3:3.

62 Az-Zarkashi, Al-Bahr al-Mubhit fT Usil al-Figh, 7:332 .
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63 Ibn Muflih, Usiil al-Figh, 4:1581.

04 Az-Zarkashi, Tashnif al-Masami‘ bi-Jam* al-Jawami*, 3:487 .

% 4n-Najm, 53:3.

% Ar-Razi, Al-Mabhsiil, 5:399. .

7 Ash-Shawkani, Muhammad ibn ‘All. frshad al-Fuhiil ila Tahqig al-Haqq min ‘Ilm al-Usiil. .

8 Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 2:260.

% Al-Isnawi, Jamal ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Rahim. At-Tamhid i Takhrij al-Fur@i‘ ‘ala al-Usil. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 366 .

70 Anonymous. Nashr al-Buniid ‘ald Maragt as-Sa‘fid. Cairo: Matba‘at Fadala al-Muhammadiyya, n.d., 1:279 .

71 A1-Ghazali, Al-Mustasfa min ‘Ilm al-Usil, 1:375 .

72 Al-Muzzammil, 73:20 .

73 Ibn Midja, Muhammad ibn Yazid al-Qazwini. Sunan Ibn Maja. Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, n.d.,
1:277, Kitab Iqgamat as-Salah wa as-Sunna Fiha, Bab Idha Qara’a al-Imam fa-Ansitii

7 AL-A raf, 7:204.

75 Ad-Daraqutni, ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar. Sunan ad-Daraquini. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., Kitab as-Salah,
Bab Dhikr Qawluhu Salla Allah ‘Alayhi wa Sallam Man Kana Lahu Imam fa-Qira’at al-Imam Lahu Qira’a,
narrated by Jabir ibn ‘Abd Allah.
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76 Ar-Razi, Nafa’is al-Usl fI Sharh al-Mabhsiil. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 2:967 .

77 Ar-Razi, Al-Mahsiil, 3591.

8 Al-Baqara, 2:228 .

7 Malik 1bn Anas. Al-Mudawwana. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 2:3 .

80 Ash-Shafi‘l, Muhammad ibn Idris. Al-Umm. Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, n.d., 5:107 .

81 Tbn Qudama, Muwaffaq ad-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad (d. 620 AH). Al-Kafi fi Figh al-Imam Ahmad. Beirut:

Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 3:52.
82 As-Sarakhsi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Al-Mabsiit. Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifa, n.d., 3:153 .
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8 Ash-Shirbini ash-Shafi‘r, Shams ad-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Khatib (d. 977 AH). Mughni al-Muhtdj ila
Ma ‘rifat Ma ‘ant Alfaz al-Minhdaj. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 1:297.

8 Al-Bagillani, Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn at-Tayyib. At-Taqrib wa al-Irshad (as-Saghir). Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 1:352 .

8 Al-‘Adawi, Ibn Makram as-Sa‘idi (d. 1189 AH). Hashiyat al-‘Adaw1 ‘ala Sharh Kifayat at-Talib ar-Rabbani.
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 2:38 .

% Al-Mawardi, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad. Al-Hawi al-Kabir. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, n.d., 9:216 .

87 Ibn Muflih, Shams ad-Din Muhammad (d. 884 AH). Al-Mubdi‘ fT Sharh al-Mugni. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 6:81 .

88 Al-Maward1, AI-Hawi al-Kabir, 9:7.

8 Al-Armawi, At-Tahsil min al-Mahsiil, 1:244.

%0 Ibn al-Humam, Kamal ad-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid (d. 861 AH). A¢-Tahrir fi
Usul al-Figh. See biography in As-Sakhawi, Ad-Daw’ al-Lami ", 8:127; Ibn al-‘Imad al-Hanbali, Shadharat adh-
Dhahab, 2:134; Hajjt Khalifa, Kashf az-Zuniin, 1:358.

°'Tbn Amir al-Hajj, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, Shams ad-Din (d. 879 AH). At-Tagqrir wa at-Tahbir Sharh at-
Tahrir li-Kamal ibn al-Humam. See biography in Adh-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam an-Nubala’, 5:285; Az-Zirikli, Al-
Aflam, 7:49 ;

2Hajj1 Khalifa, Kashf az-Zuniin, 1:358 .

% Ibn Amir al-Hajj, At-Taqrir wa at-Tahbir, 1:110 .
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% Ibn at-Tilimsani, Sharaf ad-Din ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Fahr ash-Shafi‘t (d. 644 AH). Sharh
al-Ma‘alim f1 Usil al-Figh. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 1:148. See biography in Ibn Qadi Shuhba,
Tabaqat ash-Shafi‘iyya, 2:107; Hajjt Khalifa, Kashf az-Zuniin, 2:1726 .

95 Al-Fanari, Shams ad-Din Muhammad ibn Hamza (d. 834 AH). Fusiil al-Bada’i fi Usil ash-Shara’i‘, 2:204.
See biography in Ibn al-‘Imad, Shadharat adh-Dhahab, 7:209; Az-Zirikli, Al-A ‘lam, 6:342; Hajj1 Khalifa, Kashf
az-Zuniin, 2:1180.

%Yisuf, 12:81-82 .
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97Ash-Shafi‘1, Ar-Risala. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 64 .
98 Al-Qarafi, Al-Furiig. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 1:6.
9 Al-Qarafi, Al-Furiig. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, n.d., 1:6 .
100 Ash-Shawkan, Irshad al-Fuhil, 1:79 .

101A]-Bagqillani, At-Taqrib wa al-Irshad, 1:353 .
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