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Al-Hariri: The Distinguished Arabic Litterateur and
His Maqamat Between Artistic Creativity and
Linguistic Excellence
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Abstract

Al-Hariri of Basrah (1054-1122 CE) stands as one of the most celebrated figures in
Arabic literary history, renowned for his unparalleled contribution to the art of
magamah (rhymed prose narrative). His magnum opus, Magamat al-Hariri,
represents a unique confluence of linguistic virtuosity, rhetorical brilliance, and
creative storytelling. This study explores the life and intellectual background of
Al-Hariri, highlighting the sociocultural and scholarly milieu of the Abbasid
period that shaped his literary genius. The paper delves into the artistic
dimensions of his magamat, focusing on their structural ingenuity, character
development—particularly the central figure Abu Zayd al-Sartji—and the
stylistic devices that reflect both grammatical mastery and literary innovation.
The research also underscores the pedagogical value of Magamat al-Hariri, as it
has served for centuries as a benchmark in the teaching of Arabic language,
rhetoric, and grammar. Moreover, the study compares Al-Harirl's work with that
of his predecessor al-Hamadhani to illustrate his advancement of the genre in
both form and content. Through textual analysis and critical review, this paper
reaffirms Al-Hariri’s status not merely as a literary stylist but as a cultural icon
whose magamat encapsulate the intellectual richness of classical Arabic heritage.
His blend of linguistic excellence and artistic creativity continues to inspire
scholars, linguists, and literary enthusiasts across the Arabic-speaking world and
beyond.
Keywords: Al-Hariri, Magamat, Classical Arabic Literature, Linguistic Artistry, Abu
Zayd al-Sarji
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(1 ) Adh-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman, Shams ad-Din. Siyar A4 ‘lam an-
Nubala’ (Beirut: Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1405 AH/1985), 19:460.

(2 ) As-Sam‘ani, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Manstr, Abt Sa‘d. Al-Ansab (Hyderabad, Deccan, India:
Majlis D@’irat al-Ma‘arif as-Sam‘aniyya, 1394 AH/1974), 4:138.

() Adh-Dhahabi, Sivar A ‘lam an-Nubala’, 19:460.

(*)) Ibn Khallikan, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, Shams ad-Din, Abii al-‘Abbas.
Wafayat al-A ‘yan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 4:63.

() As-Sam‘ani, Al-Ansab, 4:138.

(°) Al-Hamawi, Yaqiit. Mu jam al-Udaba’ (Beirut: Dar al-‘Arab al-Islami, 1414 AH/1993),
5:2211.

(") Adh-Dhahabi, Sivar A ‘lam an-Nubald’, 19:461.

(* ) Dayf, Shawqi. 4/-Fann wa Madhdahibuh (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 292.

(’) Adh-Dhahabi, Sivar A ‘lam an-Nubald’, 19:461.

('*) Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 4:67.

("' ) Al-Hanbali, ‘Abd al-Hayy ibn al-‘Imad. Shadharat adh-Dhahab (Beirut: Dar al-Masira,
1399 AH/1979), 4:50.

(*) Adh-Dhahabi, Siyar A ‘lam an-Nubala’, 19:465.

(*) Tbn Khallikan, Wafaydt al-A ‘van, 4:67.

(') Dayf, Shawqi. 4/-Magama (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 47.
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(") Al-Hanbali, Shadharat adh-Dhahab, 4:50

(** ) Dayf, Al-Fann wa Madhahibuh, 293.

) Dayf, Shawdi. Tarikh al-Adab al- ‘Arabi (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 474.
) Dayf, Tarikh al-Adab al-‘Arabt, 475.
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(**) As-Sam‘ani, Al-Ansab, 2:209.

(** ) Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 4:64

C*) Dayf, Al-Fann wa Madhahibuh, 293.

(**) Adh-Dhahabi, Sivar A ‘lam an-Nubald’, 19:462.

%) Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma. Ad-Diwan (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1409 AH/1988), 7.
(7)) Labid ibn Rabi‘a. Ad-Diwan (Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.), 161.

(*) Dayf, Shawqi. 4/l-Magama (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 7.

(39 ) Ash-Sharishi, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Mu’min. Sharh Magamat al-Hariri (Karachi: Idarat
al-Qur’an wa al-‘Ultim al-Islamiyya, 1418 AH/1997), 22.

(* ) Az-Zamakhshari, Jar Allah. Asas al-Balagha (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1419
AH/1998), 2:111.

(41 ) Ibn Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn ‘Ali. Lisan al- ‘Arab (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif,
n.d.), s.v. “Qawm.”
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(42 ) Al-Qalgashandi, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali. Subh al-A‘sha (Cairo: Dar al-Kutub as-Sultaniyya,
1338 AH/1919), 14:110.

(* ) Dayf, Shawqi. AI-Magdama (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 3.

(*) Mubarak, Zaki. An-Nathr al-Fanni fi al-Qarn ar-Rabi (Cairo: Hindawi Foundation for
Publishing, 1434 AH/2013), 199.

(45 ) Al-Qalqashandi, Subh al-A ‘sha, 14:110.

(*°) Dayf, Shawqi. 4l-Fann wa Madhahibuh (Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif, n.d.), 247

(‘) Al-Fakhari, Hanna. Al-Jami‘ fi Tarikh al-Adab al-‘Arabi (Beirut: Dar al-Jayyil, 1407
AH/1986), 618.
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(** ) Al-Hariri, Qasim ibn ‘All. Magamat al-HarirT (Beirut: Dar Bayrit, n.d.), 13.
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AH/1953), 747.
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(*) ‘Abbas, Nash at al-Magama fi al-Adab al-‘Arabi, 26.
() Mubarak, An-Nathr al-Fanni fi al-Qarn ar-Rabi*, 201.
(") ‘Abbas, Nash at al-Magdama fi al-Adab al-‘Arabi, 27.
() Al-Fakhari, Tarikh al-Adab al-‘Arabt, 743.
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(*®) Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 4:63

(") Al-Hamawi, Mu ‘jam al-Udaba’ (Beirut: Dar al-*Arab al-Islami, 1383 AH/1963), 5:2203.
(*) Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A ‘yan, 4:63.

() Adh-Dhahabi, Ahmad ibn Husayn, Shams ad-Din. Siyar A ‘lam an-Nubala’ (Beirut:
Mu’assasat ar-Risala, 1405 AH/1985), 19:464.
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