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Abstract

Arabic, being the language of Islam and the Qur’an, has held a central place in
the religious and intellectual history of Muslims across the globe. In the Indian
subcontinent, Arabic was not just the language of religious texts but also a
medium of intellectual discourse among scholars. One of the eminent figures who
contributed to this legacy was Al-Sheikh Kesu Daraz, a renowned Sufi,
commentator, scholar, and jurist. He played a crucial role in preserving and
propagating Arabic as a language of Islamic scholarship in South Asia. His
literary and mystical writings, particularly his Qur’anic interpretations, reflect
deep spiritual insight and linguistic mastery. Sheikh Kesu Daraz not only
engaged in academic discourse but also addressed social and spiritual reform
through the medium of Arabic. His contributions included several works on
Qur’anic exegesis, Sufi doctrines, and Arabic linguistics. This article presents a
comprehensive study of his life, focusing on his mystical interpretations of the
Qur’an, his stance on Sufism, and his service to the Arabic language. It highlights
the cultural and intellectual bridge he helped establish between Arab Islamic
heritage and the Indian subcontinent. By examining his thoughts and legacy, the
article aims to shed light on a pivotal figure whose influence remains significant
in the development of Islamic scholarship and spiritual thought in the region.
Keywords: Arabic Language, Qur’anic Exegesis, Sufism, Indian Subcontinent, Kesu
Daraz
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32 _ Abil ‘Al al-Hasan ibn °‘Ali al-Jizajani. Tabaqat as-Sifiyya. Noted for contributions to toxicology,
mathematics, and ascetic practices.

33 _Al-Qari, Anwar al-Qur’an wa Asrar al-Qur’an, 2:415.

34 _At-Tustari, Aboi Sahl ibn ‘Abd Allah. Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim. Cairo: Dar al-Haram lil-Turath, 1425
AH/2004, 1st ed., 1:165.

35 _ Abii al-Husayn Muhammad ibn Sa‘d al-Warraq (d. before 320 AH). Tabaqat as-Siifiyya. See Tabagat as-
Sufiyya for his biography.

36 _Al-Baqli, ‘dra’is al-Bayan fi Haqd 'iq al-Qur’an, 2:106.

37_ Yinus, 10:36.

38 _Al-Baqli, ‘Ard’is al-Bayan fi Haqad'iq al-Qur’an, 2:83.

39 _ Al-Qarshi, ‘Abbas ibn Muhammad an-Najafi. Hamasat al-Qarshi. Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1416 AH/1995,
258.

40 _ Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn Dawiid al-Isbahani (d. 269 AH). Az-Zuhra. As cited in Marwij adh-Dhahab, 1:6.
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